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OOD advertising has two important uses,— the 
creating of new business and the maintaining 
of old. Many have cted the latter, to their 
sorrow. The use of. the. discriminating | 
periodicals such as The Sunday School Times is a 
good corrective. 
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oe N 9 
By Ella E. Pohle 


PTSHERE’S a place in God’s vast universe,unchanging; 
Where perfect peace and joy unmeasured dwell, 
Where we through Christ may find a habitation, 
Where peace and joy the troubled waters quell, 


And ough the world seéms wrong and topsy-turvey, 
Our craft tossed on life’s rough, changing sea 

Faith’s needle on the compass, though it quivers, 
Flies back to “ N ’”’— to God and victory, 








Whose Christ ? 

There is but one Christ whois the true Christ, 
and he is “the Christ of God.” None would know 
him, and none could conceive of him, apart from the 
revelation of God concerning him. -All other opinions 
of him must of necessity be wrong. He is the one 
of whom the Old Testament Scriptures, the oracles of 
God, testified before he came in the flesh. But as 
there are “gods many and lords many,” so there are 
“christs many.” And some of these christs presented 
to men in our day are being confused with our Lord 
Jesus Christ, even by those who truly belong to Christ. 
The christ of the Chinese market whom the Buddhists 
will accept and still remain Buddhists is not the Christ 
of God. » The christ of the Indian road whom the 
Hindus are admiring while they are still Hindus is 
not the Christ of God. The christ of the American 
religious forum whom the rationalists compliment and 
criticize is not the Christ of God. An American med- 
ical missionary who knows the real Saviour of men, 
and who for some thirty-five years has been present- 
ing him through loving ministry and faithful preach- 
ing to the Chinese, recently spoke this searching word: 
“We hear a great deal today of what China has to 
contribute to the Gospel. We are asked to wait for 
the National Church of China and her new interpre- 
tation of the Gospel. China has nothing to contrib- 
ute to the substance. of the Gospel. The Gospel is 
God’s contribution to China, and we are messengers 
to tell them God’s Good News of a Saviour who can 


save them from sin.” This missionary was not re- 
ferring to the contribution that every Christian and 
every nation may make to the richer understanding 
and spread of the Gospel. He was emphasizing the 
truth that salvation has not come, and will not come 
in any measure, from Chinese sage or Indian sadhu 
or American “scholar.” “Salvation is from the Jews” 
(John 4:22). There. are two reasons why salvation 
is from the Jews, and from no other race or nation: 
“they were intrusted with the oracles of God” (Rom. 
3:2), and of them “is Christ as concerning the flesh, 
who is over all, God blessed forever” (Rom. 9:5). 
The written Word and the living Word came through 
the Jews. The Jews have temporarily rejected the 
living Word because did not know their own 
Scriptures, the written Word that proclaimed the 
Christ of God. Some Gentiles, and even Christians, 
not knowing these same Old Testament Scriptures, 
are finding them a stumbling-block and are seeking 
to free Christ from the supposed burden of the writ- 
ten Word. But to do that is to set up another christ 
according to human ideas; and the natural man, 
whether Hindu or Buddhist or modern scientist, is 
able to become enthusiastic over such a christ. Let 
us remember the word of our Lord to the very dis- 
ciple who voiced the faith of the Christian in “the 

rist, the Son of the living God,” when that dis- 
ciple offered his human protest against the idea of the 
Christ of the curséd Cross, dying for man’s sin: 
“Get thee behind me, Satan:: thou art a stumbling- 
block unto me: for thou mindest not the things of 
God, but the things of men.” 


27 
The Prayer Triangle 


Oceans and continents cannot separate children of 
God.. They may be completely separated one from the 
other in the flesh, yet they can be marvelously close 
together. Two Christian men whose places of service 
are thousands of miles apart have been keeping in 
touch by letter writing, and one rec@atly wrote to the 
other: “I work at one end, and you at the other end, 
of the base of an isosceles triangle, and the only fel- 
lowship we can have together is along the two equal 
sides which meet at the Throne of Grace. Communi- 
cations along the base —by letter or telegraph — are 
slower than the communion which goes up the two 
sides.” That prayer trmangle is a blessed one to re- 


. The Mystery 


NE of the mysteries of the Bible is that it 
teaches that God is a Trinity. . 

There is one God, and yet he exists in three 
persons. This does not mean that God is one and 
three in_the_same sense, which is impossible. God is 
one in fespect to substance, or nature, but in three 
persons, : . 

The first occurrence of the word God in Genesis 
1:1 is a translation of Elohim, a noun in-the plural 
number, im being the sign of the plural number in He- 
brew, as in such words as cherubim and seraphim. 
But the verb following Elohim is singular; for ex- 
ample, in “God created,” “God said,” “God made,” 
and “God saw” the verb is singular. This shows that 
the three persons 6f the , act together as one, 
* The word for “one” to express the oneness of God 
implies compound me. 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord” 
(Deut, 6:4). The word here for “one” is ’echad, 
which does not mean absolute unity, but compound 
unity. The first occurrence of this word is in Gen- 
esis 1:5: “Eveni was, morning was, day orc.” 
Here we have the word ’echad, because it takes these 
two parts united to make one,day. The second occur- 
rence is in Genesis 2:24:/ “Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, ard shall cleave unto 
his wife and they shall be one flesh.” The word for 
“one” is ’echad, the same word as that used to express 
the oneness of Deity. Now a man and his wife are 
never said to be one person, yet the Bible states over 
and over that they. are “one” (Matt. 19:5; Eph. 5: 


1). 
’ We see then that this word ’echad means compound 


member. Communication with one another by way 
of the Throne of Grace is quicker than radio. Nor 
can any “static” interfere if the senders and listeners 
are abiding in Christ. 


God in China 

_ God is still in China, Neither anti-foreign nor 
anti-Christian movements can drive him out. Let us 
not forget this as news of chaos and tragedy continues 
to come. Hermann Becker, a consécrated missionary 
of Yuanchow, Hunan, to whom readers of The Sun- 
day School Times have ministered in prayer and 
money, writes to the. Times: “The anti-Christian 
spirit 1s very strong. Bibles and hymn books are be- 
ing burned. At many places Christians suffer very 
severe persecutions. In the first days of January the 
Christians at our outstation at Mayang heard that 
their chapel was to be destroyed by the Reds. The 
evangelist called the Christians to a special meeting 
and told them that matters were getting serious. He 
asked them if they were ready to suffer and to die for 
Jesus, and if so, they should come to a prayer and 
praise meeting on the day when the Reds wanted to 
destroy the chapel. Then each one of them made a 
cross at the end of his name in the church register 
as a sign that they were not afraid and would be pres- 
ent on the day of the persecution. They also promised 
that for each one who should be killed they would 
collect among themselves about twelve dollars for 
burial expenses. On January 15 about 5,000 workmen 
from the country entered the city, and our Christians, 
anticipating what would come, assembled at the church 
to meet the enemy with prayer and praise. The mob 
called out ‘Down with the Christians,’ and they soon 
were in front of the church. Ten of the leaders en- 
tered the chapel and asked the evangelist to hoist the 
red flag, otherwise the chapel would be sealed. The 
evangelist answered: ‘The Lord has the chapel 
here, and it is with him whether the chapel shall be 
closed or not.’ Our Christians kept on'singing. See- 
ing that they could not do anything, the crowd left, 
and these 5,000 people started for the magistrate’s 
office and destroyed tables, chairs, benches and every- 
thing they found, and wounded a clerk severely And 
all this in spite of the soldiers who protectéa the 
place! Surely the Lord gave our Christians the cour- 
age to wait for the mob with singing, and He pro- 
tected them.” 


of the Trinity 


unity, where two or more units are gathered into one. 
The Hebrew has another word for one, yachad, which 
means absolute unity. But this word is never used 
of the oneness of Deity. God said to Abraham: “Take 
now thy son, thine only son Isaac.” Here the word is 
yachad because it means one indtvidual, just one per- 
son. But in such cases as the following yachad would 
not do. 

“And they came unto. the brook of Eshcol, and cut 
down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon a staff” (Num. 
13:23). Here we have a lot of units gathered into 
one, therefore the word for “one” is ’echad because 
this word. implies compound unity. 

“Then all the children of Israel went out, and the 
congregation was gathered together as one man, from 
Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto 
the Lord in Mizpeh” (Judg. 20:1). The word for 
“one” here is, of course, ’echad becausé it does not 
mean one person, one individual. 

The next verse tells us how many were gathered 
as one man. “And the chief of all the people, even 
of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in 
the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thou- 
sand footmen that drew sword” (Judg. 20: 2). 

We see, then, that four hundred thousand can _ be 
one, but not one person. It simply means that they 
act together harmoniously with one purpose. 

A Christian worker was speaking on the streets of 
St. Louis in ag hit quarter. On one side of him 
was a Hebrew ristian with his Hebrew Bible, and 
on the other was the speaker’s wife. The street was 
full of young Jews, who were protesting at every 
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int made. When the Trinity was mentioned they 

ame boisterous. One young Jew held up three 
fingers and shouted out most triumphantly, “How can 
three be one?” At this he took down his three fin- 
gers and held up one finger. That brought a laugh 
from the entire company that showed they had com- 
pletely silenced the speaker, or thought they had. / 

Said he, “Hold on a minute, boys.” 

Turning to his Hebrew friend with the Bible, he 
said, “Please turn to Deuteronomy 6:4. ‘The Lord 
our God is one Lord.’” The Jews all crowded around 
him to see the sentence in Hebrew. Probably not one 
of those Jews knew Hebrew, but they could read the 
word because they did know the Yiddish, and the let- 
ters are the same. : ; 

The speaker asked, “What word is used here for 
‘one’?” His Jewish friend said, “’Echad.” They all 
looked and saw that he Was .correct. 

“Please turn to Genesis 2: 24,” directed the speaker. 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife and they shall 
be one flesh.” ‘What word is used here for ‘one’ ?” 
It was ‘echad, the very same as in Deuteronomy 6: 4. 
The Jews all saw that this was true. The speaker 
continued, “This is your own Hebrew Bible that you 
have been looking at, and if two can be one, cannot 
three be one? Your Bible says that my wife here by 
my side and myself are one. But this is not all. 
Look at Judges 20:1. What word is used when it 
says all Israel gathered together as one.man?” 

“It is the word ’echad.” 

“Please read the next verse and tell us how many 
there were.” 

“Four hundred thousand.” “Now,” concluded the 
speaker, “since four hundred thousand can be one, 
certainly three can be one.” ’ 

This completely silenced them and they listened 
without further interruption. a 

The Jews formerly believed in the Trinity, and the 
Talmud is said to teach it. God revealed himself to 
Abraham as Almighty. This word in Hebrew 1s 
Shaddai, The first letter of this word is schin. It 
has three strokes joined together into one, and is the 
letter at the head of the next to the last section of 
Psalm 119. The Jews took this letter as symbolical 
of the Godhead, because it had three strokes, one for 
each person, but joined together to show the unity. 

The change to Unitarianism came when the Jews 
were persecuted so much by a perverted Christianity 
that, in order to deny the deity of Christ they denied 
the Trinity. Every orthodox Jew is supposed to re- 
cite the creed of thirteen articles in Hebrew every 
day. This creed was prepared by Moses Maimonides, 
a Spanish Jew, about the time the Jews were driven 
out of Spain by the Spanish Inquisition, in the twelfth 
century. : : 

The first article, translated, reads: “I believe with 
a perfect heart that there is one God, and there is 
no unity like his.” rat? : 

In writing this article Moses Maimonides did not 
use the Hebrew word that Moses, the lawgiver of 
Israel, used. That is, he did not use the word *echad 
for “one,” but yachad, Considering the Jewish rever- 
ence for their Hebrew Bible and their usual care in 
reproducing every word and letter in quoting it, this 
alteration 1s very remarkable. And it led, practically, 
the whole of Judaism into Unitarianism, and they 
have been Unitarians ever since. Most Jews are not 
aware how they have been cheated, — 

But are there any plain passages in the Old Testa- 
ment in which the three persons of the Trinity are 
mentioned, as they are in the New Testament? Yes, 
there are a number of such Scriptures. Take, for 
example: “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I 
have not spoken in secret from_the beginning; from 
the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord 
God, and his Spirit, hath sent me” (Isa. 48:16). 
Here we have clearly three distinct persons. The 
speaker is Christ, and the Lord Ged is the Father, and 
then the Holy Spirit is named. é 

Again, in Isaiah 63:8-10: “For he said, Surely 
they are my people, children that will not lie: so he 
was their Saviour. In all their affliction he was af- 
flicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in 
his love-and in his pity he redeemed them; and he 
bare them, and carried them all the days of old. But 
they rebelled, and vexed [grieved] his holy Spirit: 
therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he 
fought against them.” 

God the Father is the Saviour here, because the )sal- 
vation is from the bondage of Egypt. Redemption 
from sin is always by bl This was pictured in 
the passover; redemption from bondage is by power, 
This is the Father’s work: “For by strength of 
hand the Lord brought you out from this place 

(Exod, 13: 3). ; 

The angel of his presence is the uncreated angel, or 
messenger, Jesus Christ our Lord. We meet with this 
angel again and again in the history of Israel. He 
wrestled with Jacob at Peniel, and Jacob said of him, 
“IT have seen God face to face, and my life is pre- 
served” (Gen. 32:30). He appeared to Abraham at 
the door of his tent in Mamre, and revealed to him 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen, 18). 
He went before Israel in their journey from Egypt, 
and guided and protected them (Exod. 14: 10; 23:20). 
Then we have the Holy Spirit, as a person, dis- 
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tinctly mentioned in Isaiah 63:10: “But they rebelled, 
and vexed his holy Spirit.” This cannot mean an influ- 
ence. It is impossible to vex an influence. You may re- 
sist an influence, or quench an influence, but you can- 
not vex or grieve an influence. 

The word “Jehovah,” always translated Lorp with 
every letter a capital in the Authorized Version, may 
be used of any person of the Trinity, and of all of 
them together. We have an example in which each is 
called Lord in Numbers 6: 24-26: “The Lord bless 
thee, and keep thee: the Lord make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift 
up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 
This is the very counterpart of 2 Corinthians 13:14: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with 
you all.” Paul’s benediction and Aaron’s benediction 
are strikingly alike because they refer to the same 
God, existing in three persons. 

Thus we see that the Old Testament as well as 
the New teaches in the clearest way that there are 
three persons in the Godhead, and that these three 
persons are equal in nature and eternal existence. 

But they are not equal in office. Our Lord could 
say, “My Father is greater than I,” because Christ 
was, and is, and is ever to be, subordinate to the Father 
in office. In the covenant of redemption, called the 
new covenant, he became flesh, and humbled himself 
unto death, even the death of the cross. He was born 
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of a woman, and made under the law that he might 
redeem them that were under law. 

The Holy Spirit takes a lower place still. He pro- 
ceeds from the Father, through the Son, to each in- 
dividual believer. “But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me” (John 15:26). 

But subordination in office does not mean subordina- 

tion in nature, or substance. In this the three per- 
sons of the triune God are equal. 
_ A crown prince can say of his father, “My father 
is greater than I.” But he does not mean by this 
that his father has a superior nature for they have 
the same nature, but only that he is greater in office. 

Nothing that is new is stated in this editorial, but 
these truths may be new to some readers of this 
paper; and they need to be restated over and over 
again to fortify the mind against the false teaching 
that is being dealt out today in high places. 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a searching 
study by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, may be obtained from The Sunday Schoot 
Times Company, 1031 alnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2.50 a dozen, postage 20 cents, or 25 cents each, 
postage 2 cents. 





Attaining the Resurrection} 


Can you assist me in clearing up a question that is 


puzzling me? If at the Lord’s return all the saved dead 
are raised, why does Paul say in Philippians 3:11, 12, 
“If by any means I may attain unto the [out]-resur- 
rection from the dead. Not as though I had already 


attained .. .”? 


It appears to me that if it is insisted that all the 
saved are included in the first resurrection, then this 
Scripture puts uncertainty upon the question of Paul’s 
salvation; but on the other hand if the believer is 
eternally saved, the resurrection to which Paul de- 
sires to attain does not necessarily include all saved 
people, for if it does, and all believers are eternally se- 
cure in Him, why the need for Paul “by any means” to 
be then. seeking to attain unto it?—An Alberta 
Reader. 


There is nothing in this passage to suggest doubt 
either as to Paul’s salvation or as to Paul’s assured 
resurrection at the coming of Christ. 

The apostle, after speaking of the high standing 
that he had from the standpoint of the law, has gone 
on to say: “Howbeit what things were gain to me, 
these have I counted loss for Christ.” All things 
he declares, are but loss and refuse as compare 
with the “excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord,” and so he has gladly given up all things 
in order “that I may gain Christ, and be found in 
him, not having a righteoushess of mine own, even 
that which is of the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God 
by faith: that I may know him and the power of 
his resurrection, . . . if by any means I may attain 
unto the resurrection from the dead.”- 

In other words, Paul is explaining that he has aban- 
doned everything in order that he may, by faith alone, 
receive from God the great gift of Christ, and the 
righteousness of Christ, and the resurrection-power 
then in his own life, and the future bodily resurrec- 
tion out from the dead at the coming of Christ. All 
this, Paul shows, is had by faith atone, on God’s own 
terms: surrendering all that we have, and accepting 
as God’s gift all that He has in Christ. 

The word “if” is not used here to suggest doubt, 
but introduces the glorious conclusion. It is .as 
though Paul were saying, “Nothing is too great for 
me to give up if only-I may know Christ, and. the 
power of his resurrection, and the out-resurrection 
from the dead.” “If I may have all this, I gladly take 
it on God’s terms!” 

The Greek for “attain” in this verse is significant. 
It does not mean to “achieve,” nor to “accomplish,” 
in the sense of bringing a thing to pass by one’s ef- 
forts. It means simply “to arrive, to come, to reach.” 
The bodily resurrection was and is in the future for 
Paul and for ourselves. If I may be assured of ar- 
riving, coming through, some day, to the out-resur- 
rection from the dead by faith in Jesus Christ, it 
is worth all it costs, exclaims the apostle. 

And the word in the next verse given in the Au- 
thorized Version as “attained,” is more correctly 
translated in the Revision “obtained,” for the Greek 
for this word is not the same as the word in verse 
eleven. The apostle now says, “Not that I have al- 
ready obtained, or am already made perfect.” The 
Greek here for “obtained” means simply “to receive, 
to take.” Paul has not yet received or been able 
to take his resurrection body, therefore, of course, he 
is not yet “made perfect.” 





The Tibetan Christ Hoax 


Sensational and spurious stories have appeared 
from time to time, attempting to “explain” the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to trace his relation from God back 
to human sources, such as earlier Jewish wisdom, or 
Persia, India, or Tibet. The subject was discussed 
in the leading editorial of The Sunday School Times 
of March 12 entitled “Another ‘Unknown Life of 
Jesus.” Facts were given in that editorial that show 
the spurious character of the claims of a Professor 
Roerich, a Russian, who has claimed to have found 
new documents amplifying our knowledge of the earthly 
life of our Lord. The book is entitled “Himalaya,” 
and appears to be based on another work, “Unknown 
Life of Jesus,” published about 1893 by the Polish 
traveler Notovitch, who told of being shown an al- 
leged biography of Issa, or Jesus, by monks in a Bud- 
dhist monastery in Tibet. 

The latter work purports to tell of Christ’s life be- 
tween the time of his boyhood visit to the temple and 
the beginning of his public ministry, and says that 
Issa “secretly absented himself from his father’s 
house, left Jerusalem in a train ef merchants, jour- 
neyed toward the Sind in western India with the ob- 
ject of perfecting himself in the knowledge of the 
Word of God and the study of the laws of the great 
Buddha. Thence he passed to the Jains and then to 
Juggernaut in Orissa, where repose the mortal remains 
of Krishna and where the white priests of Brahma wel- 
comed him joyfully. They taught him to read and 
to understand the Vedas, to cure physical ills by means 
of prayers, to teach and expound the sacred scrip- 
tures [of India], to drive out evil desires from man 
and to make him again in the likeness of God.” 

Of course, Christian people do not take this wild 
tale seriously. The alleged “sermons” of Christ, quoted 
by Notovitch from this Buddhist or Tibetan literature, 
are in pathetic contrast with the true discourses given 
to us by inspiration in the Gospels. 

And now a friend in China has sent The Sunday 
School Times a clipping from the Peking Leader of 
November 24, 1926, which is a dispatch from the 
United Press, from Harbin, Manchuria. The headline 
of this newspaper dispatch reads, “Christ’s Supposed 
Visit to Tibet is Vigorously Denied by Sven Hedin,” 
and the dispatch itself says: 


That Christ ever visited Tibet, an assertion recently 
made by Professor Roerich on a basis of alleged proofs 
found in that country, was vigorously denied by Sven 
Hedin, the noted Swedish explorer, when he passed - 
through here. 

Hedin is willing to admit the possibility of the theory 
that Christ spent several years in India studying Bud- 

\ dhism, but he is convinced that Christ never went to 
Tibet, as at that time the country was perfectly wild 
and was inhabited by tribes of very low culture which 
have left few traces behind. 


In this view he is upheld by findings of Professor 


Laufer of the University of Chicago, noted expert on 
Tibetan literature. 


While the well-known Swedish explorer Hedin 
makes a concession to the theory that Christ_ may 
have been in India, which of course lacks any Scrip- 
tural evidence, his view of the Tibet story is inter- 
esting as coming from a man who is a recognized au- 
thority in that field. 
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HE conflict of principles —shali we rather say 

; ambitions? —that produced the crash of the 

World War has left devastation and desolation 
everywhere, Bankruptcy, not only in statecraft and 
. finances, but in the intellectual, moral, and spiritual, 
has been the fruit of this bloody conquest. 

Note the upheaval in China, the bloody orgy of 
assassins in Russia, the rivalry of contending forces 
_in Germany, the bitter party opposition in England, 
bankruptcy in France, dictators in every Mediter- 
ranean country in Europe from Spain in the East 
to Turkey in the West. ° Fa 

Disorganization, reorganization, tyrannization, and 
imperialization! Disorganization in Russia, reorgan- 
ization, in Germany, pie gown in Spain, and impe- 
rialization in Italy. Every remedy tried, but no eman- 
cipation anywhere. Everywhere grave and growing 
slavery. verything in chaos, The semblance of 
, peace and tranquillity, but an undertow of discontent, 
'Patred, revenge, and_murderous plotting. 
' These are in a true sense the outgrowth of the 
World War. But was there not some mighty, subtle, 
and malignant force back of the World War and the 
conditions obtaining since, which has brought about 
this world-wide upheaval? 

We remember that, in the days when Ahab was 
king, the Lord said: 


Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall 
at Ramoth-gilead? And one said on this manner, and an- 
other said on that manner. 

And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, 
‘and said, I will persuade 

And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, 
I will go forth, and I will be a lying: spirit in the mouth 
of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, 
and prevail also: go forth, and do so. 

Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath 
spoken evil concerning thee. 


_ There is no doubt an undiscoverable mystery in this 
remarkable passage, but there scems to be also on the 
surface of it a very palpable truth as well, of which 
the Church should be aware: that the demon world 
jlays a great part in the destructive forces which 
rom time to e have been let loose in the world, 
and which seem to have been unchained as probably 
never before from the beginning of the World War. 
‘ Behind all modern: movements and anarchy are 
‘powerful spirit forces. : 
‘When Tibet’s “Big Gods” Went to Europe 

A Tibetan monk of Occultism or Demonism said 
to a missionary ‘before the news of the outbreak of 
the great war had arrived, “All our big gods have 
gone to 1-3 This Tibetan monk dweils in what 
seems to be the very center of the demoniacal forces. 

I have been reading the works of several prominent 
secular writers in the past few months who know 
nothing about the Bible teaching concerning demons 
but are merely giving observations of what they have 
seen; and they dwell upon the fact of the overpower- 
ing influence of demons in Central Asia, Without ex- 
ception, ali these writers have proved to me that the 
very center of demoniacal forces is in that section of 
the world, including China. It is a well-known fact 
that Chira’s worship of the Dragon is Devil worship. 

It is true that there has been on the part of some 
a tendency to push the work of demons and demoniacal 
possession beyond that warranted by the Scriptures; 
on the: other hand, is it not true that the Church is 
largely ignorant of the influence that demons are play- 
ing’ in. the world’s affairs? oa ; 

Many of the world’s great statesmen have said 
in the last few years that all our efforts seemed 
baffled and defeated and we are at the end of our re- 
sources; we do not know what else to do. They have 
put forth every effort to bring order out of the pres- 
ent chaos, but they go from one expedient to another, 
until despair seems written everywhere. 

These demoniacal forces seem not only to be suc- 
ceeding in overturning governments, but they seem 
to be as successful in bringing confusion and disaster 
to the Church. Can there be any other explanation of 
the forsaking of the faith on the part of many well- 
known leaders who have been supposed to be faith- 
ful to the Word of God? Can there be any other rea- 
son for the present laxity in living, in dress, in morals? 
Can there be any other reason for the wave of crime 
that has — over the world? Can there be any 
other: reason for the utter disregard of life that is so 
widespread? Can there. be any other reason for the 
suicidal mania that is sweeping people away, so patheti- 
cally illustrated by our girls and boys in the uni 

versities who are taking their own lives? There must 
be some subtle and malignant forces back of all this 
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Many leaders in the world’s thought are frankly 
puzzled — and troubled — by the amazing events 
that have occurred since the World War and that 
seem to gather momentum as the days pass. Mr. 
Norton, Direct or of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
suggests the meaning back of it all. Although 
Belgium is in iteelf a small country, it is in a 
large sense the spiritual hub of Europe. From 
his long experience at this vantage point, Mr. 
Norton sounds the note, not of pessimism, but of 
glorious opportunity for the Christian and the 
Church of Christ. 








that are plunging the world into a mad orgy of vice, 
crime, and despair. Do we not find it in these de- 
moniacal forces? The outlook is dark indeed, 

I remember, some two years ago, sitting with Mr, 
Philip E. Howard, President of The Sunday School 
‘Times Company, at the dining table of the China In- 
land Mission headquarters in London, and talking with 
Mr, Entwhistle, who had spent forty years in China. 
He said to us: “The outlook in China is very dis- 
couraging. I believe that before ten years arrive all 
the foreign missionaries will be driven from that 
land.” It seemed to me an unwarranted and extreme 
statement, but the conditions today seem to prove 
that he was right. 

A little later I sat with Miss Christabel Pankhurst 
and was discussing with her the world conditions. 
You know of her despair at seeing the failure of 
woman suffrage to renovate the world as she had 
hoped; and. her conversion to Christ; her public ad-- 
dresses today; and her writing concerning the truth 
ofthe Gospel and the return of our Lord as the only 
hope of this sin-cursed and condemned world. She 
said: “I believe that China will very soon be closed 
to the Gospel. I likewise believe that England will 
lose India, and that we are rapidly approaching the 
day when it will be almast impossible for mission- 
aries any longer to go to the ends of the earth, so 
bitter will be the opposition of the heathen to the 
Word of: God. The governments of the world are 
rapidly coming under the influence of the forces of 
despotism, tyranny, and destruction.” 
_ In the Socialistic Congress that met in Copenhagen 
in 1910 were men who were then called “Firebrands 
of all nations, trouble-breeders, agitatdts, — the world’s 
worst wild men,” <A these were Ramsay Mac- 
Donald, Mussolini, Karl Liebkneckt, Hjalmar Brant- 
ing, Clemenceau, Lenine, and Friedrich Ebert. Now 
note the change. Within the past_few years all these 
men have been in power in Euro Ramsay Mac- 
Donald, Britain’s Prime Minister; Mussolini, the Dic- 
tator of Italy; Karl Liebknecht, the ‘Socialistic ‘leader 
largely instrumental_in bringing in the German Re- 
public; Friedrich Ebert, the first president of the 
German Republic; Hjalmar Branting, Sweden’s Prime 
Minister ; and Clemenceau, Prime Minister of France, 

he influence of all these men may not have been 
wholly evil, but the most of them have not given much 
hope upon which to base a long peace, or peace at all. 


“Where Satan’s Seat Is” 


You remember that in writing to the Church at 
Pergamos the Spirit spoke of that city thus: “I 
know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where 
Satan’s seat [or throne, as it is in the margin] is”; 
and again in that verse, “where Satan dwelleth.” We 
know therefore that Satan then had a throne in this 
world; and we may believe that as usurper he has 
ever since had a throne from which he has operated. 
I cannot help but believe that the. evidence proves 
that that throne is in Central Asia, probably in Tibet. 
May this not be the reason for the Tibetan monk’s 
assertion, “All the great gods have gone to Europe”? 
Their great gods have gone from Satan’s throne; and 
Tibet is a sealed land to foreigners. 

There are two great menaces in the world today: 
Bolshevism to the north, and Fascism to the south. 
The line of cleavage between them is as that between 
day and night, but both are equally God-defying and 
blasphemous. Is it not striking that these two oppos- 
ing forces are geographically located as the Bible has 
already declared will be the two contending forces 
at the Battle of Armageddon? How significant! How 
portentous ! ‘ 

One recalls the first efforts of Bolshevism in 1917, 
the diabolical scheme in Switzerland which the Swiss 
General-in-Chief declared had all but overthrown their 
government, ending in a general strike, in revolution, 
anarchy and the destruction of many lives, and the 
calling’ out of 20,000 extra troops before the slow 
awakening and slow-moving Swiss Government drove 
them out of the land. : 


Again, how remarkable their geographical location! 
Biblically, Moscow was to be the capital. Seated there, 
does it not seem that the Soviet republic is Gog pre- 
paring for Magog, and Germany is Gomer, and China 
and Japan, with other nations, unquestionably the 
Kings of the East? Is this not the mighty Army of 
the North being formed as the Bible: has foretold, 
and Mussolini, seated on the City of the Seven Hills 
with his world-wide empire dream, preparing the op- 

sing army? Is this not what the Chicago Daily 

ribune of March 10 spoke of, more than 3,000 years 
later, when it published the facts of the secret Rus- 
sian-German pact that has been lately exposed? 

A: score of years ago a leading German writer urged 
Germany to turn to the. East for her alliance, as 
Scripture suggests and as the Slavic Mongolian origin 
of the Prussians would. indicate. Behold their rap- 
prochement today! Does it not all seem Biblical? 

Note Mussolini’s utterances: “We wish to render 
Rome | ae as it was in the Golden Age.” “All 

wer for all Fascism.” “The goal is this — Empire. 

t is to be the old Rome of absolute autocracy.” “The 
rising faith must necessarily be intolerant and in- 
transigent.” “Fascism has already trodden, and, if 
necessary, will calmly tread again, on the more or 
less decaying’ corpse of the Goddess of Liberty.” He 
contemplates using the Vatican exactly as foretold. 
“What an absurd~mistake it would be to ignore such 
a moral power as that,—a power two thousand years 
old and with an influence, daily increasing, over four 
hundred million souls.” (London Times, Oct. 6, 1923.) 
He has no scruples even about Antichrist. “I would 
enter into alliance at this moment with the Devil him- 
self, with Antichrist, if that would give this poor 
country tranquillity.” And blasphemy is already on 
his lips. “If the eternal Father were to say to me, 
‘I am your friend,’ I would put up my fists to him.” 


Russia’s Great Military Preparation 


Then recall those God-defying assertions of the 
Soviet leaders and remember the great forces they 
are preparing for this last battle. It is said on the 
authority of competent Swiss witnesses that the Soviet 
Government has 1,270,000 men armed to the teeth; 
that it has 20,000 airplanes and 20,000 aviators; and 
that it has 300,000 German munition makers working 
day and night preparing munitions for- this final. con- 
flict, These same facts, though not theficures, were 
also stated in the New York Times. 

These are the barest outlines of events converging 
in the world and-centering in Belgium, which illumi- 
nate the wonderful opportunity she affords for imme- 
diate and intensive and large evangelistic operations. 

Here rings out the peal of God’s Word: “Knowing 
the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: 
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armour of light’ (Rom. 13:11, 12). 
And our Lord’s words: “Say not ye, There are yet 
four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; 
for they are white already to harvest. And he that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together” (John 4:35, 36). And again: 
“I must work the works of him that sent me, while 
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” 
(John 9:4). : : 

The hosts of darkness are rushing upon us, but is 
this any reason for despair or downing arms? Is it 
not the challenge to buckle on our armor and to move 
forward speedily and with all our forces to declare a 
world-wide Gospel, knowing that the time is short? 
Our Lord challenges us with those commanding words : 
“Occupy till I come.” Seeing the onrushing conflict, 
shall we not as a mighty host move forward into all 
fields, gathering in the elect before the hour of mid- 
night strikes and he is come to receive his own? 

The Spirit of God is hovering over the world today, 
and what glorious triumphs are being achieved in his 
Name in some parts of the world—the great revival 
in the Congo, the movements toward God in bloody _ 
Russia and in little Belgium! 

God is setting the stage in the world today, and 
setting the stage in Belgium, Here is the great drama: 


Act I. Scene I. The Great War,—a million three 
hundred thousand Belgians driven out of the land to 
Protestant England and Holland, returning with an 
open mind and a changed attitude to the Gospel; some 
saved and many thousands seeking. 

Scene IT. The Belgian Gospel Mission evangelizing 
an army; then going into Belgium; today thirty-five 
posts, seventy workers; General Galet, the Chief of 
the Belgian Army, member of our Brussels congre- 
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gation with his family; Major LeSaffre and Major 
LeFevre, professors in the Military School (the West 
Point of Belgium), likewise members of the congre- 
gation; Major Ley, another officer and professor in 
the Belgian Military School, recently converted to 
Christ; the beginnings of greater things in the Army; 
two Gospel cars to carry the news to the isolated 
villages and cities where we have no posts (in two 
and one-half months the first car held 200 meetings 
for adults, 55 meetings for children, sold 2,750 New 
Testaments, and covered a wide sweep of unevangel- 
ized territory); souls saved; untold thousands hearing 
the Gospel; new posts started; 12,463 Bibles and 258,- 
378 New Testaments sold since this work began, 
2,000,000 Gospels and Epistles and Scripture porticns 
distributed, and 2,300,000 tracts and booklets given 
away. 

Act Il. Scene I. A coalition Government with Mr. 
Vandervelt, our great friend during the war and For- 
eign Secretary in this Cabinet, one of the ruling fig- 
ures, sympathetic to the Gospel. 

Scene 11. The marriage of Prince Leopold, heir- 
apparent to the throne, to Princess Astride of Sweden, 
a Protestant Princess who has not abandoned her 
church. (Major LeSaffre said to me the other day: 
“You cannot measure the influence of that union with 
the Protestant Princess. We Christians are often 
called fiends, devils, and such names, and now they 
will say: ‘This cannot be true or the King would 
not have permitted his son to marry a Protestant 
Princess.’ ”’) 

Scene 111, The absence of Bolshevism in Belgium, 
(Out of the mouth of our enemies come these words: 
Radek, one of the leaders in Sovietism declared, tell- 
ing of what a tight grip they had on much of the 
world: “Sweden, Denmark, and Belgium are our 
greatest disappointments.” Thus that little land is 
free from this menace.) 


Act III. Scene J. The great publicity that the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission has been receiving; attention of 
practically all the people in every corner of that land. 
(We were asked by the manufacturer of the chassis 
we bought to place our second Gospel car in the De- 
cember automobile show in Brussels, and it was the 
chief attraction of the exhibit, which was visited by 
half a million people. One-third of these must have 
seen the car, from the little tables of which they took 
23,148 Gospels and religious booklets. The car was 
visited by Mr. Jasper, the Prime Minister, also by 
Ambassadors of the United States, Spain, France, 
and Italy, and many other notables. This car was 
the only one featured in the newspapers and journals, 
More than 100,000 people must have read the Scrip- 
ture texts on the sides of the car, — many people 
otherwise unreachable,— and they carried away the 
Scriptures offered. The Roman Catholic papers car- 
ried cuts of the building and fulminated against the 
car. A cut of the new headquarters building in Brus- 
sels was printed by one of the greatest secular papers 
in Brussels, “Le Soir,” and written up by many other 
journals.) 

Scene II. The furious opposition. (The Roman 
Catholic papers are up in arms against us. Syndicated 
attacks are appearing in many Belgian journals. The 
opposing press have arisen in reply, saying this cry 
of alarm that is being put up by the Roman Catholics 
must indicate that the Belgian Gospel Mission is be- 
coming a formidable foe.) 


Act IV. Scene J. Evangelistic meetings; souls gath- 
ering in throngs to listen to the preaching of the Gos- 
pel through the various means we use; a revival at 
Huy continuing to overflow the hall after it is closed; 
the hall at Brussels overflowing night after night, and 
a rejoicing number of people accepting Christ; one of 
them a Dutch countess of Queen Wilhelmina’s Court 
circles, who goes back to declare her faith and to 
change her life. (She, the wife of a Baron in the 
Dutch diplomatic service, is going to join him and 
tell him the wonderful story of her regeneration. 
She is one of the many souls who are finding Christ.) 
Petitions coming in from cities, saying, “Send us a 
pastor, that we may receive this news of a free Gos- 

1 ’ 


Scene IT, The street meetings where other tens of 
thousands are hearing the Gospel and each one re- 
ceiving a Scripture; the two Gospel cars that attract 
still other thousands: the colporteurs going from 
city to city, reaching other thousands. (These ure but 
the outcroppings of His power operating in that land, 
and we believe the great things are yet to come, but 
we must act quickly. I shall be astonished if we have 
ten more years to work in Belgium, and I would not 
be astonished if the doors were closed in five years. 
But I do not say this for discouragement. It should 
not make for discouragement, but it should arouse 
us to throw all of our forces into the advanced line 
of missions and capture the great hosts for our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.) 

The Spirit of God is hovering over that land. 
Repeatedly have I heard people say, after hearing the 
story of Belgium: “The only bright spot after the 
war.” It-is the field,of God. . Additional forces are 
needed. It will be nothing short of a crime if we do 
not move to this glorious conquest. The battle has 
begun, and glorious so far the victory, but the enemy 
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is aroused, alarmed, and they are marshating and ‘or- 
ganizing their forces, grimly determined not to be 
driven from the field of Belgium. In the past they 
have been most invincible, but now it is God’s hour 
and the invincible Spirit of God marches through the 
land to conquer and capture a great host for God, — 
not a nation, maybe, but a mighty host of gathered- 
out-ones. The need—and oh, how great it is, — for 
valiant soldiers of the Cross, laborers for the great 
harvest field; second, for conquerors, prayer con- 
querors, who will seal the conquest by prevailing and 
intercessory prayer; third, ammunition-makers, — lav- 
ish givers of their silver and their gold. 

Which of these has God fitted you to be? Will you 
withhold and not give of yourselves, of your prayers, 
of your money, or will you come up to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty? 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking in Canter- 
bury Cathedral the other day, said: “Not one single 
section of the world but is astir with quite new 
thoughts, is armed by science with absolutely new po- 
tentialities of intercourse and knowledge for him who 
has ears to hear, and is pathetically groping for guid- 
ance or uplifting or relief; and it is all passing. # 
may seem fantastic or unfaithful to say, ‘Now or 
never, but in a large sense it is true. The occasion 
will net, cannot last.. It rests with us, not our grand- 
sons, to bear the message. A generation hence the 
hour and possibility may be over.” 

The opportunity is golden, but fleeting like the 
golden harvest. Let us heed our Lord’s words, “The 
night cometh when no man can work.” Work today. 
Pray today. Go today. 

BrussEts, BELcruM. 
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An Actor Turns from Fatalism to Faith 





Told by Himself 
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Launching forth into a stage career, this young actor had gradually abandoned the faith of his child- 


hood and adopted an ‘‘ emotional paganism,’’ as he told in last week’s issue. But he was forced to 


forego 


his ambition — temporarily, as he thought — and return to. his father’s home. He iells, this week, how he 


there came to see the emptiness of his philosophy of life, and how he realized his lost and undo 
condition before a holy and righteous God. Next week Pt ‘lb alte ohn cvinid ye se 


When an Actor Saw that Christ Is Coming Again. 


There is yet opportunity for you to order for your friends and acquaintances Ten W. Get A int 
subscriptions, covering this entire series, at twenty-five cents each, if orders, mentioning ene “a 
‘al 


Theater’’ series, are sent at once to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 


and I hesitate before continuing the story. For I 
realize how inadequate anything I write will be 
to describe how I came to leave the theater. 

There is nothing very remarkable in the way I hap- 
-pened to go into theater. It was all natural enough 
in the course of “things as I have described them. 
Anyone with ever so slight a knowledge of human 
nature could have predicted some kind of career in 
the theater for me long before I made my initial bow 
as a professional actor. And once I had entered the 
theater there was every indication that I should re- 
main there the rest of my days. No amount of ordi- 
nary disillusionment could have broken the spell of 
enchantment in which the theater held me. Even in 
my blackest moments of discouragement — every actor 
knows them—TI never once considered giving it up. 
The average person, even the average playgoer, can 
only faintly imagine how passionate. my devotion to 
the theater was. However wearisome its routine 
might become Jyasked only for strength to continue 
in it, for at heart I loved it. Ultimately, of course, 
I expected to achieve something very fine — every 
actor, I suppose, does. And although my expectations 
may have been too sanguine so far as the possibility 
of their being realized was concerned, they were not 
entirely groundless. Discerning friends, whose criti- 
cisms were thoroughly unbiased, gave me every en- 
couragement to go ahead. That was what I fully in- 
tended to do, 

No wonder,-then, that a glimpse into the future, 
had it been vouchsafed me as I sat back in my seat on 
the train the day I left New York, would have aroused 
only sheer incredulity. That I was to leave the theater 
would: have been mystery enough, but that I was to 
become a minister of the Gospel! — this was altogether 
outside the range of possibilities. Had the thing been 
suggested I should have been vastly amused by the 
notion. I, an actor; turn preacher? What gargantuan 
nonsense! And I should have laughed. 

But the laugh would have been at my own expense. 
For the impossible was destined to happen. I was to 
learn that “with God all things are possible.” I did 
not know that then, for I did not know God. He was 
very far. from being in my thoughts that afternoon I 
left New York. And my reading of the verse just 
quoted would have been: “With God nothing is pos- 
sible.” For my god was the god of modern material- 
istic science, a god’ inextricably bound, hand and foot, 
by fetters of his own fashioning, the laws he had 

e; and imprisoned in a cosmic cell of his own 
creating, the universe. Not that I should have thus 
described the god I believed in, but the fine sounding 
abstractions I should have employed would have 
amounted to the same thing. He—I ought to say t# 
—was a pathetic futility of my own imagining, an 
impersonal motor-force eternally directed by unchang- 
ing natural law. 

Luthardt says: \““The way in which a man thinks 
of God and the world and their relation to one another 
is decisive for the whole tendency of his thought, and 
even in questions of the purely natural life.” (The 
italics are mine.) Carlyle said the same thing when 
he wrote: “A man’s religion is the chief fact with 
regard to him. . . I do not mean here the church creed 
which he professes . . . but the thing a man does 
practically lay to heart and know for certain concern- 
ing his vital relations to this mysterious universe. .. . 


| HAVE now come to the turning point in my life, © 


nut Street, Philadelphia. 


That is his religion; or it may be his mere skepticism 
and no-religion [a term that admirably describes my 
former belief]; and I say, if you tell me what that is, 
you tell me to a very great extent wHat the man is, 
what the kind of things he will do ‘is:” 

The truth of this dictum ought to be “patent to the 
merest dunce.” Yet there are thdése’ today who are 
fond of saying it does not much matter what one 
believes. 1 wonder what these latitudinarians would 
make of my case. Very ‘evidently: my leaving the 
theater was due to a change in belief that had nothing 
directly to do with the theater. Indeed, the change 
itself was made without one thought ‘that it would’ in 
any way affect my~ professional career. Only after 
it was made did I realize that the theater and all it 
stood for were utterly inconsistent with my néw be- 
liefs, and that I could never reconcile the two. So 
the story of how I came to leave the theater is really 
the story of how I came to think about “God and the 
world and their relation to one another’ in a new 
way, a way so radically different from the old that 
it completely revolutionized my life. 

But that is only part of the story —the part that 
can be read and at least superficially understood even 
by the unspiritual eye. But the Christian reader alone 
can see behind the narrative of events and second 
causes to the great Author and First Cause of it all, 
God himself, —no mere impersonal life-force, but a 
supremely personal being, self-conscious and self-de- 
terminative, who in infinite love ‘and mercy invaded 
my life and drew me to himself, creating me anew 
in Christ Jesus. Throughout the transitional period 
of my life of which I am now to write I was as free 
to act of my own volition as I had ever been. Yet 
at the end, when the journey had been completed and 
I looked back over the strange road I had traveled, 
I could see that I had been led all the way by an 
unseen Guide. 

That, I say, is the deeper aspect of my experience, 
confessedly a mystery and therefore to be understood 
only by Christians; not. to be understood at all by 
unbelievers, who have no spiritual perception. But 
mysterious as is this aspect of conversion to the be- 
liever, and incredible as it is to the unbeliever, it is 
none the less real. It is God’s part, and is therefore 
the -dynamic of the whole experience. Of course, I 
did not fully realize this until the great change had 
been effected. Certainly I was not conscious of God’s 
hand in the circumstances that- combined to transfer 
me from New. York to the small town many miles 
away where my parents lived. But in retrospect I 
can see that this was. the first direct operation in the 
divine process that was to result in my salvation. 

My father and mother were happy to have me re- 
turn home, Mention should be made here of the great 
wisdom my parents showed throughout the whole of 
my experience. It had always been their hope that 
when I grew up I would give myself to the Gospel 
ministry, and the reader can imagine how keen must 
have been their disappointment when their only son 
turned himself in the opposite direction and went on 
the stage. But, though neither of them approved of my 
entering the theater, they had been sensible enough to 
see that no active interference could restrain me from 
following my ambition, and they had- wisely concluded 
that matters would not therefore be helped by a harsh 
and unsympathetic attitude on their part. So in the 
years between college and my return home, all the 
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while I was in the theater, they kept in touch with 
me and loved me none the less for my wanderings. 

And of course 7 prayed, having faith to believe 
that the ord would ultimately draw me to himself 
and bring me out of ‘the theater. It was a real ex- 
ercise of faith, for from the human viewpoint what 
they looked for was an impossibility. They realized 
that if the thing was to be done it must be the Lord’s 
doing ; and they trusted the. Lord to do it. I am more 
thankful now than I can express that, through all my 
wanderings and in the darkness of unbeléef, I had a 
Christian father and mother who were praying for 
me. Knowing now in some measure the power of 
prayer from my own experience, I can, see that, how- 
ever unlikely my deliverance from the theater might 
have a to human reasoning, it was all the time 

uite inevitable. For those who pray in the Holy 
pirit have their prayers answered. 

The whole process of my conversion was a gradual 
one, and I cannot point to any particular moment as 
a crisis. The agencies used by the Spirit of God to 
bring me into a knowledge of the truth. were several. 

Perhaps the most important of them was my father’s 
library. Cut off from my old habits of life and asso- 
Ciations, and isolated for the time being in a typical 
small town, I was threatened with boredom. I re- 
sorted to the library for diversion to escape from that 
boredom. In the end, it contributed to my escape 
from a thing infinitely more terrible than the bore- 
dom I feared. Within those four walls of books — 
the accumulation .of my father’s long ministry — the 
go was wrought by which I passed from death 
to life. 

The library was chiefly theological, and therefore 
at first sight not to my taste. But my own books, 
several shelves of moderns, were in New York, well 
out of reach. And read I must —if not pagan literati, 
then Christian theologians. 

But there was something more than a mere reading- 
habit that drew me, to the library. Without admitting 
it to myself, without even realizing it for some time, 
I was inwardly in deep distress... w the cheap 
answers to the riddle of life which until then had sat- 
isfied me were becoming inadequate. So long as I had 
been among friends who were more or less of the 
same way of thinking as I, and so long as I had the 
means and opportunity to keep myself preoccupied with 
the surface values of life,—to float as it were on the 
face of the stream with no thought of the murky 
depths beneath me,— my shallow philosophy met the 
casual demands made upon it. -But my strength had 
given out, literally as well as figuratively, and I found 
myself. for the time being unable to keep afloat. I 
was sinking, and without the least assurance that I 


should rise again, That is simply a metaphorical way- 


of. saying that my failure in health and the return 
home which it necessitated greatly discouraged 
depressed me, my pessimistic 
no remedy. 4 
Determinism was a comfortable enough doctrine 
when everything on the whole contributed to my 
napeinee. But when the reverse came it was no 
solace to me to reflect that I was utterly at the mercy 
of circumstances, and that my. own thoughts and actions 
were due simply to certain chemical changes in_the 
brain for which I was in -no way responsible. That 
kind of fatalism, ganctioned by much of modern mate- 
rialistic science, is small: comfort -to the under-dog. 
For the first time the horror and hopelessness of the 


Situation seized my imagination (I have rather a vivid. 


- one), and I was a pessimist in revolt, a pessimist un- 
- der protest.. T -I .was only a helpless cog in a 
vast. machine, I. proposed, illogically enough, to lib- 
erate myself from it. And: then I reflected that, for 
a helpless cog, I was exhibiting a remarkable degree 
of self-consciousness and self-determination. So it 
was that-I began again to-regard myself as a rational 
being (however irrationally I had behaved). with a 


will of my own that made me responsible for my own. 


acts. All of this was merely by way of preparation. | 


I had now come to the place where I was ready seri-. 


ously to reconsider the Christian revelation. Since this 
is not an article on Christian evidences, I shall not 
attempt to detail the steps by which, gradually, I 
came to believe in’ the historic Christian faith. But 
I want to avoid creating. the impression that the whole 
process was simply an intellectual one carried on, as 
it were, abstractly. I had intellectual difficulties, it 
is true, and certain books that I ‘read wonderfully 
straightened these out for me. This was how the 
library proved so helpful. But after all, it was only 
the means which God used in preparing my heart to 
receive the Word of Life. In the end, I was made 
conscious that, with. my intellectual difficulties settled or 
unsettled, I was a lost sinner, and my life had been one 
prolonged offense against a holy God. Ah, the holiness 
of God! When that is sensed, no matter what real 
or imaginary goodness one has, there is no further 
attempt at self-justification. 

Quite simply, then, I received the Gospel of God’s 
grace: the glad tidings that God, in¢garnate: in Jesus 
Christ, had upon the cross reconciled the world unto 
himself, “not imputing their trespasses unto them,” 
and had thus made it possible for any man who owned 
his guilt and accepted Christ as his personal Saviour 
to be freely pardoned and eternally saved. This was 
the same Gospel to which in earlier years I had given 





and 
philosophy offered. 
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mere mental assent, and later had repudiated. Now 
for the first time I believed with my whole heart; and 
my faith reposed in no creed or church, but in a per- 
son —:and: that person. Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory 
and the Saviour of sinners, 


Why Pray for Revival? 


ECAUSE. of Heaven's Down-Stretched Hands. 
So eager is the world above for human salvation 
that there is joy in Heaven. “over one sinner that re- 
penteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). What then 
would be Heaven’s joy if “all men everywhere” would 
repent, as they are commanded (Acts 17:30), and as 
multitudes would do—if the Church were revived! 
2—Because of Humanity’s Out-Stretched Hands. 
So eager is humanity for deliverance from sin that, 
says The Sunday School Times of March 12, 1927: 
“Men are huhgering for salvation as never before, 
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even though they may not know it; and this means 
that all who know Christ as Saviour and Lord have 
such an opportunity as has not been since the world 
began to tell out the Good News and bring men frem 
death into life.” A revived Church is a witnessing 
and a soul-winning Church’! 


3.—Because of Hell’s Up-Stretched Hands, 


: - Up- 
stretched in devouring greed! 


For so eager is the 


world below to people its domain that Sheol never 


cries “Enough” (Prov. 30:15, 16, R. V.). “Hell and 
destruction are never full” (Prov. 27:20). So sure 
is “the, wages of sin” that the souls of the unrepent- 
ant (for whose salvation Christ died, but for whose 
salvation the Church seems little concerned — “these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment” (Matt. 
25:46), but their blood will be required of a Church 
that sits with hands neither down-stretched, nor out- 
stretched, nor up-stretched—which alone sits with 
hands enfolded—all but unmoved by the pleas of 
Heaven, the desolations of earth, the insatiety of hell! 
Oh, intercessor, pray for the Church’s revival! 








How Mother’s Day Came to the Grey Home 


And gave promise of returning every week 


By Eva R. Baird 











May 8 will be Mother’s Day, this year. 


Perhaps this story may suggest how you may make this — and 
3 


many other days — truly mother’s. 


OTHER GREY sniffed tha fragrant carnations 
as she arranged them in the tall vase. Then 
she dropped wearily onto the couch, just as 

father came into the room, _ 

“Nearly church time,” he said, looking at his watch. 

“TI know it,” said mother. “But I don’t believe I'll 
go this morning. I’m just clear tuckered out someway, 
and the ae are bringing company for dinner. 
I think Pll just rest here a while and enjoy Ned's 
carnations. He’s a good boy, father.” 

“Sure he’s good,” agreed father. “They’re all 


“Yes,” said mother, “but the girls aren’t as thought- 
ful as Ned is. ‘Neither one of them has thought 
of its being Mother’s Day.” 

“Give ’em time, give ’em time,” said father. They’re 
only kids yet.” mr 

“True,” said mother. “I’m not complaining because 
they forget, but Ned’s remembering is a comfort.” 
Ned was away from home on his first job. <n 

Father hurried on to church, and mother lay dozing, 
and breathing in the fragrance of her precious car- 
nations. -The striking of the clock in the next room 
reminded her that it was time to start dinner, 

She put the roast in the oven, and prepared her 
vegetables. Then she decided to make those little 
patties that Mardie liked so well, and suddenly she 
rem that Maisie had asked her if they couldn't 
have a butterscotch pudding. Well, butterscotch pud- 
ding was no har to make than anything else. 
Mother Grey enjoyed getting a good dinner. The 
table was shining. with snowy linen and silver when 
the family came in from church bringing Pearl and 
Sallie Elton, as guests. ae 

“One of you girls take up the vegetables, while I 
make the gravy,” called mother from the kitchen door, 

“Sunday clothes, Mumsie!” How can we?” called 
Maisie. ee 

“Well, never mind,” said mother, although her eye 
rested on the ample muslin apron that always hung in 
the corner for just such emergencies. ‘ 

The dinner was served presently with patties and 
pudding, and nothing lacking in vegetables or gravy. 

other Grey’s dinners always came out even whether 
she had any help or not.- If she was just a bit too 
tired and hot to eat when she first sat down, no one 
noticed it, for she was busy seeing that every one 
else was served, 

“How was the sermon?” asked mother. 

“It was lovely,” answered Sallie Elton promptly. 
“T love to hear. Dr. Wilson quote poetry. And he 
quotes the loveliest things.” : : 

“Well, he had a lovely subject this morning,” said 
Mr. Grey. “Motherhood is one of the great themes 
of the world.” 

“I wonder why,” mused Mardie. “Of course mother 
here is a perfect darling, but I wouldn't take her 
for the subject of a rhapsody.” : ; 

“This pattie is a dream, I'll say that,” broke in 
Pearl Elton. 

“Maybe we do take mother too much for granted,” 
said Maisie thoughtfully. “That seemed to be Dr. 
Wilson’s idea. He said we ought to write to our 
aged parents oftener. You aren’t aged, are you, 
Mums? I’ll write to you when you are.” 

“Well, that’s. consoling,” said mother as she rose 
to change the plates. And the conversation wandered 
to other subjects. 

“Shan’t we help with the dishes?” asked Sallie 
Elton as they rose from the table. 

“Oh, mothef can stack them,” said Maisie. And 
mother did stack them; and wash them, and wipe them, 





and stack them again in proper rows in the cupboard. 

It was four o'clock when the last dish was put 
away, and mother found herself again dropping on 
the couch too tired to enjoy the Sunday-school paper 
that she picked up there. The girls’ voices came to 
her through the doorway. 

“I can’t remember her,” Pearl. Elton was saying 
soberly. 

“Can you, Sallie?” asked Mardie, 

“I think I can,” answered Sallie. “She was little 
and fair like Pearl, and she always hurried. Until 
the accident. I remember so plainly. They 
brought her in all limp and white, nd she never 
hurried any’ more,” 

“Dad's been wonderful to us though,” said Pearl. 
“We don’t really know what we've missed in losing 
mother. We were so little. But I know this, if I 
had a mother I’d do more for her than give her car- 
nations on Mother’s Day.” ; 

“Oh, you probably wouldn’t,” said Sallie. “We 
think we’d have been different if our little mother had 
lived, but we'd probably have just taken her for 
granted like every one does a mother. They talk a 
lot of sentiment on Mother’s Day, and the folks. away 
from home send carnations or chocolates or’a Mother’s 
Day card. But the ones at home let mother do the 


work on Mother’s Day the same as thev do every 
other day. There ought to be a M .s Day once 
a week I think, with somebody besides the mother 


doing the dishes and scrubbing the floors.” : 
‘ Sallie had almost forgotten where she was, until 
she suddenly noticed that both Mardie and Maisie 
were flushing painfully. Then she paused in embar- 
rassment. But Mardie’s sense of humor saved the 
situation. Slipping off her suede pump, she made a 
low bow: to Maisie. 

“If the shoe fits, put it on, sister mine,” she said 
with mock dignity. 

“They go in pairs,” grinned Maisie, “and the other 
one is for you.” ~ z 

bg girls, I never meant you,” said Sallie con- 
tritely. 

“Of course you didn’t,” said Mardie. “We know 
that, but just the same, there’s been no Mother’s Day 
in this house today or any other day.” ae 
; nia be one this week,” said Maisie emphat- 
ically, 

“And another one next,” added Mardie. | ; 

“You darlings, not to get cross at my tirade,” said 
Sallie, “Mother’s Day got me started, I guess.” a 

“Well, let’s hope that it gets us started, too,” said 
Maisie. c 

Pearl and Sallie were leaving presently, and Mardie 
— Maisie came back by the couch where mother still 
ay. es 
“Did you hear us, Mumsie?” asked Maisie. 

“I couldn’t help it,” smiled mother mistily. | 

“We mean it,” said Mardie sturdily, “Think of 
Pearl and Sallie always going home to no. mother! 
Mums, we must keep you forever.” — 

Father came in just then and sniffed Ned’s carna- 
tions. “Seems to be all the Mother’s Day celebration 
we have,” he said. 8 

“You just wait and see,” said Maisie, as she started 
to get the Sunday evening lunch. 

“Mums, couldn’t I get the laundry ready for you? 
It must be a bore for you every Sunday night.” She 
was headed toward the laundry as she spoke. Mother 
looked at father. j . 

“I believe I’ll get ready to go to the evening service 
with you,” she said. 

ToNASKET, WASH. 
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Praying Twelve Men Through 
By Charles W. King 


This remarkable testimony to God's faithfulness in 

answering prayer is one of the life incidents of a Cana- 

dian pi issi y to the Telugus in India, and 
is told by a Baptist pastor in Canada. 





OME years ago a bedridden lady in Scotland re- 

quested of a missionary in India names for her 
prayer list of any for whose salvation he was labor- 
mg. He sent the names of twelve stalwart non-caste 
Telugus, There, up in the Highlands of Scotland, this 
praying partner of our missionary wrestled in ¢on- 
stant intercession with the Lord of the harvest. 

They both claimed the promise, “If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19). 

The twelve men, once steeped in heathenish prac- 
tices, were soon under the Spirit’s convicting, con- 
verting, and transforming power, and, by God’s grace, 
were changed into men of cleansed heart and life and 
of constancy in prayer, 

But for a season these men disappeared for parts 
unknown to our missionary. The following year, he 
was in the hill country.for a brief rest. There he 
heard of his gang. A wealthy, Scottish coffee planter 
of Ceylon was there also, and told the missionary 
the story cf his own conversion, 

It was during an epidemic that had swept over the 
plantations of his district, carrying away many of the 
workers and bringing operations almost to,a standstill, 
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But one day at noon, when he was alone, a knock on 
his office door was heard. When he opened it, there 
stood twelve Telugu men whom kc had often noticed 
as always together in the off-work hours. 

“Mister,” they said, “we want you to hold a prayer- 
meeting with us. We believe our God will stop this 
scourge, if we come to him,” 

“All right,” replied the coffee planter, “come back 
in ten minutes.” Then he locked the door and wrestled 
with himself. He said, “These men think I’m a Chris- 
tian, and I’m not. Shall I dismiss them when they 
return, or shall I not let them know what I am, and 
go right ahead with the prayer-meeting, or what shall 
I do? My parents in the highlands of the old coun- 
try have been praying for me from my birth to this 
hour, I know.” 

Thus he communed with himself, but, after a severe 
struggle, he decided to settle the whole matter right 
there, and he accepted Christ into his heart and life 
with his pardoning and empowering grace. 

The twelve Telugus arrived promptly at the end of 
the time specified, the door was opened to them with a 
welcome and there was a wonderful prayer-meeting 
in which all, including the planter and the other opera- 
tors, took part. ’ : 

On that very day and hour, the epidemic ceased. 
There were no more cases, either for the hospital or 
for the pyre. And these twelve men of the coffee 
plantation were the twelve of the prayer list up in 
Scotland, 

Where two agree as prayer partners, how great 
and how far the reach of faith! (John 15:7.) 


WALKERTON, ONT. 




















Are there signs of spiritual awakening 
in American colleges? 


When Students Gather at Keswick Again 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
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Last year the Student Conference at America’s Keswick was an experiment, humanly speaking, But repre- 
sentatives from some thirty colleges and universities, eight seminaries and Bible schools, and ten other schools 
gathered to study frankly and fearlessly the problems confronting students all over the world, in the light of 


the Word and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Council of the Victorious Life Testimony is trusting 
God to send even a greater number of students this year. Will you be one of those to 
student friends and acquaintances information about the Conference? It will be held June 25 to July 3. 


pass on to your 


For registration and for all information concerning the Conference, please address the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Movement, with a program of unusual spiritual 

power, was recently held in South Carolina. 
About two hundred students attended, in addition to 
those from the home college. Christ and his cross, 
and the need of his personal presence and power for 
the living of the Christian life, were continually em- 
phasized in the program. 

Following this convention, the writer was present 
at a meeting in which a dozen of the delegates were giv- 
ing their reports to the student body in their own school. 
One of the students, who had recently come from the 
North to a southern Bible school, spoke of the mes- 
sages at the conference and the place Christ and the 
Bible were given, and then said: 

“I do not believe it would have been possible to hold 
a conference of college students in the North like that, 
with the reverence for God’s Word and the real de- 
sire for spiritual things.” 

I was glad to be able to tell those students of a 
conference of college students that I had had the 
privilege of attending last June, in America’s Keswick, 
in that famous college State of New Jersey. In no 
other student conference I have been in through the 
years was there such definite searching® for a vital 
experience of Christ in the life, or such eager longing 
for spiritual awakening in the colleges, coupled with 
clear insight ‘as to just what the central need of their 
own colleges was. It is true that nearly all of the 
students came to Keswick withe a more or less clear 
understanding that the conference was designed defi- 
nitely for that very thing, —to know Christ person- 
ally and to have power to make him known to others. 
But others came for the delightful fellowship, the 
recreation, the stimulus of the program, and went 
away with rich spiritual blessing they had not dreamed 
was possible for them. ; 

The first Student Conference at Keswick, held for 
six days last June, was in the nature of an experiment, 
so far as the students themselves were concerned. 
The second conference is in a real sense planned at 
the urgent desire of the student body that gathered 
last year. It will be a nine-day conference, beginning 
Saturday evening, June 25, and extending through 
Sunday, July 3. One of the surprises of last year’s 
gathering was the large number of different colleges 
seminaries, and Bible schools represented, a total o 
forty-eight institutions. With the enthusiasm of these 
students to tell of the conference to their friends, it 
is not unlikely that this year’s student conference will 
tax the capacity of the Keswick buildings. 

Not the delegates only, but.the speakers of last 


A STATE convention of the Student Volunteer 


* 
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year’s conference were impressed with the unusual 
possibilities of such a student gathering, centering 
upon Christ and his personal control of each life. 
Dr. Robert P. Wilder, General Secretary and Founder 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, was there, and 
has accepted the invitation again for this summer, 
as has Dr, Howard A, Kelly, who came to last year’s 
student conferefice as the first conference he had 
attended since he was at Northfield in the early nine- 
ties. 

The chairman of the conference, Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, last year was hindered through illness from 
sharing in the conference, but is expecting to lead 
the meetings this year and also to speak daily in the 
Victorious Life Hour. - Mrs, J. Harvey Borton, who 
for some years was a Student Volunteer Secretary 
after her return from India, again will have charge 
of the missionary program, which is a vital part of the 
one message of the conference, not something added 
to it. The Bible Hour daily during the conference 
will be conducted by Philip E. Howard, Jr., of Bel- 
gium, and R. C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia 
Bible School. These studies will be designed not only 
to give the spiritual message of the Word, but to 
stimulate the students to personal Bible study of their 


own, 

Dr. Wilder in his challenging messages last year 
made the striking statement that wherever he went 
students were no longer primarily interested in solv- 
ing industrial problems, or international and race prob- 
lems, or problems connected with Bible manuscripts, 
but were turning to the personal sin problem in their 
own lives, “They ask me everywhere to speak on the 
secret of the victorious life,” he said. This is evi- 
dence of a real spiritual awakening. For many stu- 
dents, also, the thrill and expectancy of the new re- 
ligion of “science” has waned. Leading scientists are 
saying that the question is shifting away from the 
study of origins and evolution, and centering on other 
subjects. Young people who face the*realities of life 
are seeing that ay their own salvation they must 
come not to uncertain and impersonal science, but to 
the living, personal Saviour. 

Here is the great opportunity, and also the danger. 
Shall we present to them the real Saviour, the Christ 
of God, or some christ of our own making? May the 
Student Conference at Keswick be used increasingly 
to hold up the only Saviour, and lead students and 
student leaders into a vital personal knowledge of him 
who will solve every problem of the individual life, 
and of college campus and classroom, 

Corumpra, S. C, 
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What Does the Old Testament 
Owe to Babylon? 


By Ernest Gordon 


4 German Assyriologist, Friedrich Delitzsch, 
attempted two decades ago to trace an alleged in- 
debtedness of- Biblical religion to the Babylonian. 
Professor Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D., *of 
Princeton summarized at the time the evidence against 
any such indebtedness, basing his proof on a com- 
parison of Hebrew and Babylonian vocabularies. By 
certain clever tests he indicated that the Hebrew 
Janguage is far more akin in root words to Aramaic 
and Arabic than it is to Babylonian, the fourth of the 
Semitic group of languages, 

What bearing has this fact on the sources of the 
Ten Commandments? Much every way. 

Most of the common words, as names of animals, 
body-parts, and occupations are the same in Baby- 
lonian and Hebrew. 

But the characteristic Hebrew words of the Ten 
Commandments are not found in the Babylonian lan- 
guage. The word for “kill,” common to Aramaic, 
Hebrew, and Arabic, does not occur in Babylonian. 
The nearest certain Semitic word for “stealing” also 
occurs in the first three languages but not in Baby- 
lonian, Nor does the Babylonian tongue possess the 
Hebrew word for “adultery” or “to covet,’ the char- 
acteristic words of the Tenth Commandment. 

ged by this test, these four commandments, if 
they were borrowed, were borrowed from other Sem- 
itic civilizations than the. Babylonian. 

“In a country where children were sold or. released 
from filial duties ip accordance with the laws of adop- 
tion we would not expect to find, nor do we find, the 
Fifth Commandment in its Old Testament sanctity.” 

Nor would the most convinced Babelist dare to sug- 
gest that the first three commandments forbidding 
idolatry and profanity had their source in Babylon, 
the great center of polytheistic vanity. 

There remains then the Fourth Commandment. The 
word sabbatu certainly occurs in the Babylon calendar. 
But it is applied not to every seventh day consecutively 
but to the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first, twenty- 
eighth, and nineteenth day of each month. It was 
kept by the king and his physician and by no one else 
in all Babylon, 

It was not a day of rest. Dr. Wilson examined 
2,554 Babylonian contract tablets, and found that more 
contracts (180) were written on one of these sabbaths, 
the twenty-first, than on any of the other days in the 
month, “The fourteenth also is above the average, 
with eighty-eight. The seventh and twenty-eighth drop 
just below. The nineteenth alone seems to have been, 
by this test, a rest day from business.” 

Dr. Wilson thinks there was probably a primitive 
Semitic day called Sabbath which the Babylonians and 
Hebrews each developed along different lines. 

The prophet was the most remarkable and influential 
figure in Israel, but the two Hebrew words for 
“prophet” do not occur in the Babylonian language. 
On the other hand, the Babylonian words for “seer” 
seven of them—are not found in Hebrew. The 
monuments and records of Assyria and Babylonia’ fail 
to show a single writer or preacher of: righteousness 
and holiness, let alone one who could be compared 
with Elijah or Amos or Isaiah, 

Babylon was a nest of priestcraft. Dr. Wilson men- 
tions thirteen different varieties of the priest named 
in the Babylonian language. Not one of these words 
is found in Hebrew, Aramaic, or Arabic. But these 
last three Semitic languages have a common name for 
priest, and the Hebrew is the original form of the 
word. 

The Babylonians had no sin offering, trespass offer- 
ing, vow Offering, thank offering, heave ory wave of- 
fering, or meal offering—all of which figured, in 
Israel’s worship. The Babylonian sacrifices were 
chiefly libations of oil, water, or wine. There are 
seventeen words for sacrifice that are peculiar to either 
Hebrew or Babylonian; four only that are more or less 
common to both languages. 

The Babylonians had no pilgrim festivals, no feast 
of tabernacles, or day of atonement. “It has lately 
been asserted that the word pashachu is the equivalent 
of the Hebrew pesach, or passover. But the dictionary 
meanings of the words are different. If it were a 
feast, it simply means that a feast. so’ called was in 
existence before the Hebrews went out of Ur. It 
does not disprove the fact that Moses instituted the 
Passover in later times, perhaps taking over the name 
Pascha, just as the Pascha of the Syrian Christians 
is in memory of the death of Jesus and not of the 
delivery of the Jews from : 

Concerning the doctrines of God, sin, grace, pardon, 
salvation, faith, the Messiah, the kingdomy and the. like, 
what evidence is there that the Babylonians influenced 
the Hebrews? 

Of the Hebrew words for “sin” all but one are 
absent from the Babylonian language, and all the other 
Babylonian words are absent from the Hebrew. Of 
the six Hebrew words for “pardon” only one occurs 
in a moral sense in Babylonian. 

The word “Saviour” ‘never presents itse!f on the 
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monuments, nor “to anoint.” Neither does the doc- 
trine of salvation through a Redeemer nor of an 
anointed Servant of God appear on the tablets of 
Babylon, Nor is there any such thing as predictive 
prophecy as distinguished from soothsaying or for- 
tune telling, nor a doctrine of the kingdom of God. 

The fact that accounts of the creation, the flood, the 
existence of angels, and of at least a rudimentary Sab- 
bath are found on the. monuments to characterize the 
age of Abraham does not invalidate, the Scriptures, 
but rather confirms them. The remarkable thing ts 
that we find so many of the names and institutions of 
Genesis and so. few of those of Exodus and Leviticus, 
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Could there be a. stronger confirmation of the close 
pre-Mosaic relations of Babylon and Israel and of the 
later hostility between the two? 

The wildness of the theory that Israel derived re- 
ligion from Babylon is obvious from the history of 
Israel. A few-apostate kings were friendly to Baby- 
lon. But as a rule, during the whole history of Israel, 
kings and prophets and psalmists declared and re- 
iterated their undying antagonism to Babylonish idol- 
atries and sorceries. “The Golden City’ was the 
mother of harlots, and was the bitterest enemy of the 
worshipers and the faith of Jehovah, 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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| Object Lessons for 


Practical uses for them among the older 
pupils as well as the young 
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the Whole School 


By Frank H. Williams 














T’S a rather odd thing that the Bible school that 
] finds visualization such an effective method of get- 
ting truths home to the kindergarten department 
drops visualization almost entirely in all activities 
among the older. pupils, : 

By visualization in the kindergarten department is 
meant such things as putting pictures on blackboards, 
using pictures to drive home the lessons to the chil- 
dren, and using real objects to illustrate various points 
of the lessons, ; 

It is all the. more strange that the average Bible 
school: should-drop visualization in the older depart- 
ments when it is realized that this is the age of vis- 
ualization in all other lines ‘of activities. This is the 
age of pictures, of-maps, of charts and diagrams, and 
of expositions where articles are put on display, and 
of demonstrations where articles are put into practical 
and actual use by sales people. 

In view of ali this, then, it does seem as though 
many Bible schools could ‘use visualization to good 
advantage in mirroring the activities of the schools 
and in helping to build attendance, and interest in this 
way. 

For instance, consider the attendance figures. In 
many schools there is a big attendance record board in 
the front part of the school where weekly figures on 
attendance this Sunday and a year ago and collections, 
total membership, and so on, are given. But figures 
are cold and they become stale and meaningless after 
atime. In fact it is doubtful if many of the members 
of a school could tell any of the figures presented on 
the bulletin board one minute after the board was re- 
moved from their sight. 

In other words, there isn’t very much “kick” in 
this method of presenting the attendance figures, 

But suppose. that instead of using this present bul- 
letin board method of presenting-the attendance fig- 
ures the school ‘placed a large. imitation thermometer 
at the front of the school. Suppose a red mark on this 
thermometer’ indicated the average school attendance 
during the past month. And’ suppose that each Sun- 
day a red tape imitating the mercury in the thermom- 
eter was placed at a position to show whether or not 
the attendance for the week was above or below the 
red mark. 'Wouldn’t this tell the school at a glance 
whether it was making progress or not? Wouldn't 
this visualize the attendance records to the school in 
a very satisfactory manner indeed? And’ wouldn't 
all this, therefore, be of very decided help to the 
school in arousing the desire of scholars to bring 
more people to the school, so that the mercury in the 
thermometer might shoot up even higher? 

Again, maps are used in the school toa certain ex- 
tent in visualizing the lesson. The maps show the 
Bible land, and the instructor, if he knows what he is 
talking about, points out the location of the lesson on 
the map and uses the map effectively in making the 
whole lesson clear to the members of the class. And, 
undoubtedly, such use of maps is a very big help in- 
deed in getting the scholars to take a deeper interest 
in the lesson. 

But why not go a step further than this and use a 
rather unique map as a means of visualizing to the 
school as a whole the location of the Bible lands? 

A big map of the world could be placed at the’ front 
of the school and -on this map the superintendent could 
point out the location of the Bible lands and the loca- 
tion of the day’s lesson and he could then show the 
relation of these locations: to the United States as a 
whole and to the city in which the school is located. 

This sort of thing would help greatly in making 
many students take a deeper interest in the lesson. 
To many of the younger students the old-time things 
talked about in the Bible school are not only vague 
because of the fact that they happened so long ago 
but because they seem to be located in a sort of myth- 
ical land which has no relationship at all to the pres- 
ent-day world. How many students, for instance, if 
given a map of the world could unerringly point out 
the location on the map of the lesson being studied this 
Sunday?. ~ 
The use of this big map would visualize the location 








of the Bible lands to the school, would increase the 
interest of the students in the lessons by reason of 
clearing up some of the vagueness surrounding them, 
and would boost the attendance by reason of this 
thing of making the lessons more interesting. So it 
seems evident that this use of visualization in the 
school would be of distinct help to it, 

Again, reverting to the atten e figures, the school 
every now and then makes a gain in attendance, and 
the superintendent makes an announcement to the ef- 
fect. He says that the present average attendance 
per Sunday is ten more than it was a year ago. But 
here again figures mean nothing to many of the 
scholars unless the figures are visualized. And figures 
in such a case could be visualized very easily indeed. 

The way to visualize the figures in such a case 
would be for the superintendent, after announcing 
that the average attendance of the school is ten more 
now than it was a year ago, to say something like this: 

“Now I’m going to show you just what this means. 
I’m going to have ten of the members of the school who 
have just recently entered the school come up on this 
platform, Every Sunday now, we are having an at- 
tendance of this many more members than we had on 
the average a year ago.” 

The superintendent could group the children on the 
front of the platform and in doing this the school 
could see just exactly what the attendance figures 
meant. Then the superintendent could go on and say 
that a year from the present time he hopes to be able 
to report that,the average attendance has in¢reased by 
an additional twenty members. Then he could bring 
twenty more members on the platform and in this 
way visualize to the school just what it would mean 
to bring twenty more scholars into the school. And 
if the superintendent concluded this, with an appeal 
to the school members to go out and bring in more 
members it would probably get much better results 
than if he hadn’t used this method. 

In the matter of visualizing the proposition of school 
members securing membership in the church, too, the 
school could do splendid things, 

One thing that could be done along this line would 
be the erection of a door at the rear of the platform, 
just before the reception of members inta the church, 
with three or four steps leading upto the door. Then 
the superintendent could bring onto the platform those 
members of the school who had accepted Christ as 
their Saviour and were going to become church mem- 
bers and could say that they had taken steps upward 
in the right direction and were now going to join the 
church. He could visualize this by having these boys 
and girls step up the steps to the door and then pass 
through it. And to add to the effectiveness of this 
visualization the steps could be labeled “Believing,” 
“Receiving,” and “Following,” and the door could be 
labeled “Christ Jesus, the Door to the Church.” Finally 
in connection with this the superintendent should care- 
fully explain to the school what each one of these 
steps means and could say that it was the ambition 
of the school and the church to have every member of 
the school finally pass through this important doorway 
and all the members of the school who had passed 
through the door could be asked to rise, so as to show 
just how many there were in: the school who had ac- 
cepted Christ. All this would, undoubtedly, help to 
bring the thought of salvation and church member- 
ship home to the school and this would, therefore, 
ae to increase the number of scholars going into the 
chure 

Visualization is the order of fhe day, and, undoubt- 
edly, more visualization in the older ts of 
the Bible school would be of distinct help in making 
them grow. 


Santa Ana, Cat. 
te 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuaté thé 
weekly message. Your bookseller witl be glad to 
show them to you, or a descriptive list will be sent on 
request. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder (Matt. 21: 44). 


IKMESEI, grind to powder, is really “scatter him 

like chaff,” a mixed metaphor perhaps but ex- 
plainable when it is realized to be a direct reference 
to the same word, in the Septuagint version of Daniel 
2:35: “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the 
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; 
and the wind carried them away, ... and the stone 
that smote the image became, a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth.” Jesus identifies the stone 
which the builders rejected with the stone that be- 
came a great mountain (a figure for a great kingdom) 
and filled the whole earth, and broke in pieces and 
consumed all other kingdoms, 

Josephus intimates that the prophecies of Daniel 
were much studied just before the coming of Christ, 
and even the great heathen historians note the general 
expectancy of an impending Jewish world-empire and 
trace to it the origins of rebellions against Rome. 
By the assumption of the title Son of man (Dan. 7: 
13) Jesus identified himself with the Messiah for 
whom his generation was waiting as they studied the 
great Messianic prophecy of the Seventy Weeks (Dan. 
9). The reply of Jesus to the high priest’s question 
as to whether he was the Son of God was by quota- 
tion from Daniel, “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26: 64). he con- 
trast that appears here in Matthew between the Son 
of God in his humiliation and passion and the Son of 
man in glory is also observable in Daniel. The Son 
of God is seen in the midst of the fire with his suffer- 
ing witnesses (Dan, 3:25); the Son of man is seen 
coming in the clouds of heaven to receive an everlast- 
ing dominion which shall not pass away (Dan. 7: 14). 

New Hampton, N., H. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other commitinications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columms, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been pondering over a few ques- 
tions for months, until I am just growing weak and thin. 
Your answers are so wonderful, so I decided to write you. 
I have a fair education and love to do things for my 
Master. In the church where I am I barely get started 
and some one is sure to be jealous, if that is the right 
way of speaking. I have considered a larger church, but 
I earnestly pray about it and a voice tells me to stay where 
the Lord has placed me. But I am not happy, although I 
try hard to be. ; 

I have also lost a very dear friend whom I cared for very 
much. Can this be the reason why I’m unhappy? He 
belongs to the church.—DOLLY, 


Y DEAR DOLLY: I feel you need one thing to 
make you insusceptible to all that goes on as you 
work for the Master, in the church and out of it. 
You need to have your eyes fixed on Jesus! It is not 
what some one thinks or says about us, but it is what 
Jesus thinks. Ask yourself whether all was done for 
God and his glory, or if it was done for the praise of 
men. If the latter, you can easily see that we shall 
be disappointed, and when these criticisms come of us 
and our work, we fall out by the way discouraged, 
and surprised that anyone could so treat us. But if 
done for Christ, we can rejoice that we are counted 
worthy to suffer for his sake. Read 1 Peter 4: 12-16, 
and see if you will not find that you have cause for 
rejoicing instead of lamenting. ~, 
Move to another church? Why? Do you think it 
will be free from the instigator of these annoyances? 
No, the adversary will be there just the same, and 
you will find human nature made up of just the same 
qualities that the evil one can use. No, let us keep 
our own heart right up against the heart of Jesus, and 
our eyes fixed on him, and follow him wherever he 
leads. Be so under his control that whatever emanates 
from the evil one will leave no impression on you. 
Then you will know what constant happiness is, for 
your life will be so close to Christ that you cannot let 
any matter in any way touch you, 
The young man? will take care of that, too. 


If you miss him, the Lord will bring some one ese 
into your life who will be of his choosing. 
things work together for good,” becau 
You answer! 


“All 


se— Why? 
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Praying Twelve Men Through 
By Charles W. King 


This remarkable testimony to God's faithfulness in 

answering prayer is one of the life incidents of a Cana- 

dian pi issi y to the Telugus in India, and 
is told py a Baptist pastor in Canada. 





OME years ago a bedridden lady in Scotland re- 

quested of a missionary in India names for her 
prayer list of any for whose salvation he was labor- 
mg. He sent the names of twelve stalwart non-caste 
Telugus, There, up in the Highlands of Scotland, this 
praying partner of our missionary wrestled in ¢on- 
stant intercession with the Lord of the harvest. 

They both claimed the promise, “If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19). 

The twelve men, once steeped in heathenish prac- 
tices, were soon under the Spirit’s convicting, con- 
verting, and transforming power, and, by God's grace, 
were changed into men of cleansed heart and life and 
of constancy in prayer, 

But for a season these men disappeared for parts 
unknown to our missionary. The following year, he 
was in the hill country.for a brief rest. There he 
heard of his gang. A wealthy, Scottish coffee planter 
of Ceylon was there also, and told the missionary 
the story of his own conversion, 

It was during an epidemic that had swept over the 
plantations of his district, carrying away many of the 
workers and bringing operations almost to.a standstill, 
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But one day at noon, when he was alone, a knock on 
his office door was heard. When he opened it, there 
stood twelve Telugu men whom he had often noticed 
as always together in the off-work hours. 

“Mister,” they said, “we want you to hold a prayer- 
meeting with us. We believe our God will stop this 
scourge, if we come to him,” 

“All right,” replied the coffee planter, “come back 
in ten minutes.” Then he locked the door and wrestled 
with himself. He said, “These men think I’m a Chris- 
tian, and I’m not, Shall I dismiss them when they 
return, or shall I not let them know what I am, and 

o right ahead with the prayer-meeting, or what shall 
f do? My parents in the highlands of the old coun- 
try have been praying for me from my birth to this 
hour, I know.” 

Thus he communed with himself, but, after a severe 
struggle, he decided to settle the whole matter right 
there, and he accepted Christ into his heart and life 
with his pardoning and empowering grace. 

The twelve Telugus arrived promptly at the end of 
the time specified, the door was opened to them with a 
welcome and there was a wonderful prayer-meeting 
in which all, including the planter and the other opera- 
tors, took part. 

On that very day and hour, the epidemic ceased, 
There were no more cases, either for the hospital or 
for the pyre. And these twelve men of the coffee 
plantation were the twelve of the prayer list up in 
Scotland, 

Where two agree as prayer nariners, how great 
and how’ far the reach of faith! (John 15:7.) 

WALKERTON, ONT. 
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Are there signs of spiritual awakening 
in American colleges? 
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When Students Gather at Keswick Again 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
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Last year the Student Conference at America’s Keswick was an experiment, humanly speaking. But repre- 
sentatives from some thirty colleges and universities, eight seminaries and Bible schools, and ten other schools 
gathered to study frankly and fearlessly the problems confronting students all over the world, in the light of 
the Word and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Council of the Victorious Life Testimony is trusting 


God to send even a greater number of students this year. Will you be one of those 


pass on to 


t to your 

student friends and acquaintances information about the Conference? It will be held June 25 to July 3. 

For registration and for all information concerning the Conference, please address the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Movement, with a program of unusual spiritual 

power, was recently held in South Carolina. 
About two hundred students attended, in addition to 
those from the home college. Christ and his cross, 
and the need of his personal presence and power for 
the living of the Christian life, were continually em- 
phasized in the program. 

Following this convention, the writer was present 
at a meeting in which a dozen of the delegates were giv- 
ing their reports to the student body in their own school. 
One of the students, who had recently come from the 
North to a southern Bible school, spoke of the mes- 
sages at the conference and the place Christ and the 
Bible were given, and then said: 

“I do not believe it would have been possible to hold 
a conference of college students in the North like that, 
with the reverence for God’s Word and the real de- 
sire for spiritual things.” 

I was glad to be able to tell those students of a 
conference of college students that I had had the 
privilege of attending last June, in America’s Keswick, 
in that famous college State of New Jersey. In no 
other student conference I have been in through the 
years was there such definite searching* for a vital 
experience of Christ in the life, or such eager longing 
for spiritual awakening in the colleges, coupled with 
clear insight as to just what the central need of their 
own colleges was. It is true that nearly all of the 
students came to Keswick withea more or less clear 
understanding that the conference was designed defi- 
nitely for that very thing, —to know Christ person- 
ally and to have power to make him known to others. 
But others came for the delightful fellowship, the 
recreation, the stimulus of the program, and went 
away with rich spiritual blessing they had not dreamed 
was possible for them. ; 

The first Student Conference at Keswick, held for 
six days last June, was in the nature of an experiment, 
so far as the students themselves were concerned. 
The second conference is in a real sense planned at 
the urgent desire of the student body that gathered 
last year. It will be a nine-day conference, beginning 
Saturday evening, June 25, and extending through 
Sunday, July 3. One of the surprises of last year’s 
gathering was the large number of different colleges, 
seminaries, and Bible schools represented, a total of 
forty-eight institutions. With the enthusiasm of these 
students to tell of the conference to their friends, it 
is not unlikely that this year’s student conference will 
tax the capacity of the Keswick buildings, 

Not the delegates only, but. the speakers of last 


A STATE convention of the Student Volunteer 


year’s conference were impressed with the unusual 
possibilities of such a student gathering, centering 
upon Christ and his personal control of each life. 
Dr. Robert P. Wilder, General Secretary and Founder 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, was there, and 
has accepted the invitation again for this summer, 
as has Dr, Howard A, Kelly, who came to last year’s 
Student conferefice as the first conference he had 
attended since he was at Northfield in the early nine- 
ties. 

The chairman of the conference, Charles Gallaudet 

Trumbull, last year was hindered through illness from 
sharing in the conference, but is expecting to lead 
the meetings this year and also to speak daily in the 
Victorious Life Hour. Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, who 
for some years was a Student Volunteer Secretary 
after her return from India, again will have charge 
of the missionary program, which is a vital part of the 
one message of the conference, not something added 
to it. The Bible Hour daily during the conference 
will be conducted by Philip E. Howard, Jr., of Bel- 
gium, and R, C. McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia 
Bible School. These studies will be designed not only 
to give the spiritual message of the Word, but to 
stimulate the students to personal Bible study of their 
own. 
Dr. Wilder in his challenging messages last year 
made the striking statement that wherever he went 
students were no longer primarily interested in solv- 
ing industrial problems, or international and race prob- 
lems, or problems connected with Bible manuscripts, 
but were turning to the personal sin problem in their 
own lives, “They ask me everywhere to speak on the 
secret of the victorious life,’ he said. This is evi- 
dence of a real spiritual awakening, For many stu- 
dents, also, the thrill and expectancy of the new re- 
ligion of “science” has waned. Leading scientists are 
saying that the question is shifting away from the 
study of origins and evolution, and centering on other 
subjects. Young people who face the*realities of life 
are seeing that for their own salvation they must 
come not to uncertain and impersonal science, but to 
the living, personal Saviour. 

Here is the great opportunity, and also the danger. 
Shall we present to them the real Saviour, the Christ 
of God, or some christ of our own making? May the 
Student Conference at Keswick be used increasingly 
to hold up the only Saviour, and lead students and 
student leaders into a vital personal knowledge of him 
who will solve every problem of the individual life, 
and of college campus and classroom. 

Cotumpra, S. C. 
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What Does the Old Testament 
Owe to Babylon? 


By Ernest Gordon 


‘THE German Assyriologist, Friedrich Delitzsch, 
attempted two decades ago to trace an alleged in- 
debtedness of- Biblical religion to the Babylonian. 
Professor Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D., "of 
Princeton summarized at the time the evidence against 
any such indebtedness, basing his proof on a com- 
parison of Hebrew. and Babylonian vocabularies. By 
certain clever tests he indicated that the Hebrew 
language is far more akin in root words to Aramaic 
and Arabic than it is to Babylonian, the fourth of the 
Semitic group of languages, 

What bearing has this fact on the sources of the 
Ten Commandments? Much every way. 

Most of the common words, as names of animals, 
body-parts, and occupations are the same in Baby- 
lonian and Hebrew. : 

But the characteristic Hebrew words of the Ten 
Commandments are not found in the Babylonian lan- 
guage. The word for “kill,” common to Aramaic, 
Hebrew, and Arabic, does not occur in Babylonian, 
The nearest certain Semitic word for “stealing” also 
occurs in the first three languages but! not in Baby- 
lonian. Nor does the Babylonian tongue possess the 
Hebrew word for “adultery” or “to covet,’ the char- 
acteristic words of the Tenth Commandment. 

by this test, these four commandmenis, if 
they were borrowed, were borrowed from other Sem- 
itic civilizations than: the. Babylonian. 

“In a country where children were sold or. released 
from filial duties in accordance with the laws of adop- 
tion we would not expect to find, nor do we find, the 
Fifth Commandment in its Old Testament sanctity.” 

Nor would the most convinced Babelist dare to sug- 
gest that the first three commandments forbidding 
idolatry and profanity had their source in Babylon, 
the great center of polytheistic vanity. 

There remains then the Fourth Commandment. The 
word sabbatu certainly occurs in the Babylon calendar, 
But it is applied not to every seventh day consecutively 
but to the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first, twenty- 
eighth, and nineteenth day of each month. It was 
kept by the king and his physician and by no one else 
in all Babylon. 

It was not a day of rest. Dr. Wilson examined 
2,554 Babylonian contract tablets, and found that more 
contracts (180) were written on one of these sabbaths, 
the twenty-first, than on any of the other days in the 
month. “The fourteenth also is above the average, 
with eighty-eight. The seventh and twenty-eighth drop 
just below. The nineteenth alone seems to have been, 
by this test, a rest day from business.” 

Dr. Wilson thinks there was’ probably a primitive 
Semitic day called Sabbath which the Babylonians and 
Hebrews each developed along different lines. 

The prophet was the most remarkable and influential 
figure in Israel, but the two Hebrew words for 
“prophet” do not occur in the Babylonian language. 
On the other hand, the Babylonian words for “seer” 
— seven of them—are not found in Hebrew. The 
monuments and records of Assyria and Babylonia’ fail 
to show a single writer or preacher of: righteousness 
and holiness, let alone one who could be compared 
with Elijah or Amos or Isaiah. 

Babylon was a nest of priestcraft. Dr. Wilson men- 
tions thirteen different varieties of the priest named 
in the Babylonian language. Not one of these words 
is found in Hebrew, Aramaic, or Arabic. But these 
last three Semitic languages have a common name for 
priest, and the Hebrew is the original form of the 
word. 

The Babylonians had no sin offering, trespass offer- 
ing, vow offering, thank offering, heave or wave of- 
fering, or meal offering—all of which figured, in 
Israel’s worship. The Babylonian sacrifices were 
chiefly libations of oil, water, or wine. There are 
seventeen words for sacrifice that are peculiar to either 
Hebrew or Babylonian; four only that are more or less 
common to both languages. 

The Babylonians had no pilgrim festivals, no feast 
of tabernacles, or day of atonement. “It has lately 
been asserted that the word pashachu is the equivalent 
of the Hebrew pesach, or passover. But the dictionary 
meanings of the words are different. If it were a 
feast, it simply means that a feast. so’ called was in 
existence before the Hebrews went out of Ur. It 
does not disprove the fact that Moses instituted the 
Passover in later times, perhaps taking over the name 


Pascha, just as the Pascha of the Syrian Christians - 


is in memory of the death of Jesus and not of the 
delivery, of the Jews from ; y 

Concerning the doctrines of God, sin, grace, pardon, 
salvation, faith, the Messiah, the kingdony and the-like, 
what evidence is there that the Babylonians influenced 
the Hebrews? 

Of the Hebrew words for “sin” all but one are 
absent from the Babylonian language, and all the other 
Babylonian words are absent from the Hebrew. Of 
the six Hebrew words for “pardon” only one occurs 
in a moral sense in Babylonian. 

The word “Saviour” ‘never presents itself on the 
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‘Lesson for May 8 
Jolin 20 : 1-10; 21 : 1-23 


monuments, nor “to anoint.” Neither does the doc- 
trine of salvation through a Redeemer nor of an 
anointed Servant of God appear on the tablets of 
Babylon, Nor is there any such thing as predictive 
prophecy as distinguished from soothsaying or for- 
tune telling, nor a doctrine of the kingdom of God. 

The fact that accounts of the creation, the flood, the 
existence of angels, and of at least a rudimentary Sab- 
bath are found on the. monuments to characterize the 
age of Abraham does not invalidate, the Scriptures, 
but rather confirms them. The remarkable thing is 
that we find so many of the names and institutions of 
Genesis and so.few of those of Exodus and Leviticus. 
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Could there be a stronger confirmation of the close 
pre-Mosaic relations of Babylon and Israel and of the 
later hostility between the two? 

The wildness of the theory that Israel derived re- 
ligion from Babylon is obvious from the history of 
Israel. A few-apostate kings were friendly to Baby- 
lon. But as a rule, during the whole history of Israel, 
kings and prophets and psalmists declared and re- 
iterated their undying antagonism to Babylonish idol- 
atries and sorceries. “The Golden City’ was the 
mother of harlots, and was the bitterest enemy of the 
worshipers and the faith of Jehovah, 

New Hampton, N. H. 




















Practical uses for them among the older 
pupils as well as the young 


Object Lessons for the Whole School 


By Frank H. Williams 














T’S a rather odd thing that the Bible school that 

] finds visualization such an effective method of get- 
ting truths home to the kindergarten department 

drops visualization almost entirely in all activities 
among the older. pupils, 

By visualization in the kindergarten department is 
meant such things as putting pictures on blackboards, 
using pictures to drive home the lessons to the chil- 
dren, and using real objects to illustrate various points 
of the lessons, 

It is all the. more strange that the average Bible 
school: should-drop visualization in the older depart- 
ments when it is realized that this is the age of vis- 
ualization in all other lines ‘of activities. This is the 
age of pictures, of-maps, of charts and diagrams, and 
of expositions where articles are put on display, and 
of demonstrations where articles are put into practical 
and actual use by sales people. 

In view of ali this, then, it does seem as though 
many Bible schools could ‘use visualization to good 
advantage in mirroring the activities of the schools 
and in helping to build attendance, and interest in this 
way. 

For instance, consider the attendance figures. In 
many schools there is a big attendance record board in 
the front part of the school where weekly figures on 
-attendance this. Sunday and a year ago and collections, 
total membership, and so on, are given. But figures 
are cold and they become stale and meaningless after 
atime. In fact it is doubtful if many of the members 
of a school could tell any of the figures presented on 
the bulletin board one minute after the board was re- 
moved from their sight. 

In other words, there isn’t very much “kick” in 
this method of presenting the attendance figures. 

But suppose. that instead of using this present bul- 
letin board method of presenting-the attendance fig- 
ures the school -placéd a large. imitation thermometer 
at the front of the school. Suppose a red mark on this 
thermometer indicated the average school attendance 
during the past month. And’ suppose that each Sun- 
day a red: tape imitating the mercury in the thermom- 
eter was placed at a position to show whether or not 
the attendance for the week was above or below the 
red mark. -Wouldn’t this tell the school at a glance 
whether it was making progress or not? Wouldn’t 
this visualize the attendance records to the school in 
a very satisfactory manner indeed? And’ wouldn’t 
all this, therefore, be of very decided help to the 
school in arousing the desire of scholars to bring 
more people to the school, so that the mercury in the 
thermometer might shoot up even higher? 

Again, maps are used in the school toa certain ex- 
tent in visualizing the lesson. The maps show the 
Bible land, and the instructor, if he knows what he is 
talking about, points out the location of the lesson on 
the map and uses the map effectively in making the 
whole lesson clear to the members of the class. And, 
undoubtedly, such use of maps is a very big help in- 
deed in getting the scholars to take a deeper interest 
in the lesson. 

But why not go a step further than this and use a 
rather unique map as a means of visualizing to the 
school as a whole the location of the Bible lands? 

A big map of the world could be placed at the’ front 
of the school and-on this map the superintendent could 

point out the location of the Bible lands and the loca- 
tion of the day’s lesson and he could then show the 
relation of these locations to the United States as a 
whole and to the city in which the school is located. 

This sort of thing would help greatly in making 
many students take a deeper interest in the lesson. 
To many of the younger students the old-time things 
talked about in the Bible school are not only vague 
because of the fact that they happened so long ago 
but because they seem to be located in a sort of myth- 
ical land which has no relationship at all to the pres- 
ent-day world. How many students, for instance, if 
given a map of the world could unerringly point out 
the location on the map of the lesson being studied this 
Sunday?. ~ ; 

The use of this big map would visualize the location 





of the Bible lands to the school, would increase the 
interest of the students in the lessons by reason of 
clearing up some of the vagueness surrounding them, 
and would boost the attendance by reason of this 
thing of making the lessons more interesting. So it 
seems evident that this use of visualization in the 
school would be of distinct help to it. 

Again, reverting to the attendance figures, the school 
every now and then makes a gain in attendance, and 
the superintendent makes an announcement to the ef- 
fect. He says that the present average attendance 

r Sunday is ten more than it was a year ago. But 

ere again figures mean nothing to many of the 
scholars unless the figures are visualized. And figures 
in such a case could be visualized very easily indeed. 

The way to visualize the figures in such a case 
would be for the superintendent, after announcing 
that the average attendance of the school is ten more 
now than it was a year ago, to say something like this: 

“Now I’m going to show you just what this means. 
I’m going to have ten of the members of the school who 
have just recently entered the school come up on this 
platform, Every Sunday now, we are having an at- 
tendance of this many more members than we had on 
the average a year ago.” 

The superintendent could group the children on the 
front of the platform and doing this the school 
could see just exactly what the attendance figures 
meant. Then the superintendent could go on and say 
that a year from the present time he hopes to be able 
to report that,the average attendance has in¢reased by 
an additional twenty members. Then he could bring 
twenty more members on the platform and in this 
way visualize to the school just what it would mean 
to bring twenty more scholars into the school. And 
if the superintendent concluded this, with an appeal 
to the school members to go out and bring in more 
members it would probably get much better results 
than if he hadn’t used this method. 

In the matter of visualizing the proposition of school 
members securing membership in the church, too, the 
school could do splendid things, 

One thing that could be done along this line would 
be the erection of a door at the rear of the platform, 
just before the reception of members into the church, 
with three or four steps leading upto the door. Then 
the superintendent could bring onto the platform those 
members of the school who had accepted Christ as 
their Saviour and were going to become church mem- 
bers and could say that they had taken steps upward 
in the right direction and were now going to join the 
church. He could visualize this by having these boys 
and girls step up the steps to the door and then pass 
through it. And to add to the effectiveness of this 
visualization the steps could be labeled “Believing,” 
“Receiving,” and “Following,” and the door could be 
labeled “Christ Jesus, the Door to the Church.” Finally 
in connection wrth this the superintendent should care- 
fully explain to the school what each one of these 
steps means and could say that it was the ambition 
of the school and the church to have every member of 
the school finally pass through this important doorway 
and all the members of the school who had passed 
through the door could be asked to rise, so as to show 
just how many there were in the school who had ac- 
cepted Christ. All this would, undoubtedly, help to 
bring the thought of salvation and church member- 
ship home to the school and this would, therefore, 
help to increase the number of scholars going into the 
church, 

Visualization is the order of the day, and, undoubt- 
edly, more visualization in the ol ments of 
the Bible school would be of distinct help in making 
them grow. 

Santa Ana, Cat. 


The Sunday Schoot Times’ books perpetense the 
weekly message. Your bookseller witl be glad to 
show them to you, or a descriptive list will be sent on 
request. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


And whosoever shall fali on this stone shall be 
broke: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder (Matt. 21: 44). 


IKMESEI, grind to powder, is really “scatter him 

like chaff,” a mixed metaphor perhaps but ex- 
plainable when it is realized to be a direct reference 
to the same word, in the Septuagint version of Daniel 
2:35: “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the 
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; 
and the wind carried them away, ... and the stone 
that smote the image became, a great mountain, and 
filled the whole earth.” Jesus identifies the stone 
which the builders rejected with the stone that be- 
came a great mountain (a figure for a great kingdom) 
and filled the whole earth, and broke in pieces and 
consumed all other kingdoms, 

Josephus intimates that the prophecies of Daniel 
were much studied just before the coming of Christ, 
and even the great heathen historians note the general 
expectancy of an impending Jewish world-empire and 
trace to it the origins of rebellions against Rome. 
By the assumption of the title Son of man (Dan. 7: 
13) Jesus identified himself with the Messiah for 
whom his generation was waiting as they studied the 
great Messianic prophecy of the Seventy Weeks (Dan. 
9). The reply of Jesus to the high priest’s question 
as to whether he was the Son of God was by quota- 
tion from Daniel, “Hereafter shall ye see the Son of 
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64). The con- 
trast that appears here in Matthew between the Son 
of God in his humiliation and passion and the Son of 
man in glory is also observable in Daniel. The Son 
of God is seen in the midst of the fire with his suffer- 
ing witnesses (Dan. 3:25); the Son of man is seen 
coming in the clouds of heaven to receive an everlast- 
ing dominion which shall not pass away (Dan. 7: 14). 

New Hampton, N. H. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other comnitinications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, » Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been pondering over a few ques- 
tions for months, until I am just growing weak and thin. 
Your answers are so wonderful, so I decided to write you. 
I have a fair education and love to do things for my 
Master. In the church where I am I barely get started 
and some one is sure to be jealous, if that is the right 
way of speaking. I have considered a larger church, but 
I earnestly pray about it and a voice tells me to stay where 
the Lord has placed me. But I am not happy, although I 
try hard to be. , 

I have also lost a very dear friend whom I cared for very 
much. Can this be the reason why I’m unhappy? He 
belongs to the church.—DOLLY, 


Y DEAR DOLLY: I feel you need one thing to 

make you insusceptible to all that goes on as you 
work for the Master, in the church and out of it. 
You need to have your eyes fixed on Jesus! It is not 
what some one thinks or says about us, but it is what 
Jesus thinks. Ask yourself whether all was done for 
God and his glory, or if it was done for the praise of 
men. If the latter, you can easily see that we shall 
be disappointed, and when these criticisms come of us 
and our work, we fail out by the way discouraged, 
and surprised that anyone could so treat us. But if 
done for Christ, we can rejoice that we are counted 
worthy to suffer for his sake. Read 1 Peter 4: 12-16, 
and see if you will not find that you have cause for 
rejoicing instead of lamenting. iNet 

Move to another church? Why? Do you think it 
will be free from the instigator of these annoyances? 
No, the adversary will be there just the same, 
you will find human nature made up of just the same 
qualities that the evil one can use. No, let us keep 
our own heart right up against the heart of Jesus, and 
our eyes fixed on him, and follow him wherever he 
leads. Be so under his control that whatever emanates 
from the evil one will leave no impression on you. 
Then you will know what constant happiness is, for 
your life will be so close to Christ that you cannot let 
any matter in any way touch you, 

The young man? will take care of that, too. 
If you miss him, the Lord will bring some one else 
into your life who will be of his choosing. “All 
things work together for good,” because— Why? 
You answer! 
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LESSON 6. 








MAY 8 PETER AND THE RISEN LORD 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 


Golden Text.—Blessed“be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy begat us again unto a living 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.—13 Pet. 1: 3 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

HE lesson, this week touches the very founda- 

tion of the Christian faith, Christianity is a 

historical religion based upon historical facts. 
The Lord Jesus was “declared to be the Son of God 
..» by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom, 1:4). 
By common consent this is the key position of the bat- 
tle between faith and unbelief. It is necessary for 
every teacher to be “fully persuaded in his own mind” 
(Rom. 14:5). Doubt as to the resurrection means 
weakness and failure everywhere. The Church needs 
more than anything else today to recover belief in the 
resurrection as a historical fact. 

Resurrection is more than survival. It is a physical 
thing and not merely a spiritual one. “Our Saviour 
Jesus Christ... hath brought life and immortality to 
light” (2 Tim, 1:10). 

There are three orders of fact each admitting and 
requiring its own appropriate method of proof. 

1. There are mathematical facts, and the appropri- 
ate proof of such is by pure reasoning. 

2. There are scientific .facts whose appropriate 
method of proof is by experiment. 

3. There are historical facts for which there are 
four appropriate proofs: (1) The evidence of eye- 
witnesses, (2) Institutions. that took their rise in 
the alleged fact. (3) Customs with similar origin. 
(4) Material remains, 

It is quite illogical to demand a scientific proof of 


the resurrection. An atheistic publication in London 


once professed itself ready to believe in the resurrec- 
tion of Christ if another resurrection could take place 


in a London cemetery. Such a demand sounds very. 


crushing to the thoughtless, but it is really utterly 
illogical, lf a person were raised from the dead to- 
day that would hot prove’ that the Lord Jesus rose 
1900 years ago. All that it could do would be to re- 
move a priori some objettions to the authenticity of 
the narrative. 


THE HARMONY OF THE NARRATIVES 

Without sonny J upon detailed discussion the fol- 
lowing harmony of the events of the first Easter Day 
may be suggested. 

Just before 6 P. M. of our Saturday, Mary of Mag- 
dala and Mary the mother of James go to view the 
tomb (Matt. 28:1). 

After 6 P. M. Saturday. The two before named 
with Salome purchase spices for embalming (Mark 
16:1). 

Very early on our: Sunday, probably soon after mid- 
night, the resurrection, the earthquake, the descent of 
the angel, the opening of the tomb (Matt. 28: 2-4). 

About 5 A. M. the three women, probably with 
others, start for the tomb. Mary of Magdala precedes 
the others and returns at once to Peter.and John (John 
2031); 

5.30 A. M.—Her companions reach the tomb after 
sunrise (Mark 16:2). They see the angel and. re- 
oes a message tothe discipies (Matt. 28:5; Mark 
16:5). 

6 A. M—Another party including Joanna come to 
the tomb. 

6.30 A. M.—The events of our lesson, 


y A. M.—Christ reveals himself to Marv of Mag- 
dala (John 20:14-18; Mark 16:9). Soon after he 
reveals himself to the women who were returning again 
to the tomb (Matt. 28:9). 


4 to 6 P. M.—The two disciples on the way to Em- 


maus (Luke 24:13; Mark 16: 12). 


Christ reveals himself to Peter (Luke 24: 36; 1 Cor.: 


15:5). : 


After 8 P, M. to the eleven and others (Luke 24:- 


36; Mark. 16:14; John 20:19), 


Note, the followi i istics 6f the st 
Cpe the, SNP MAE Senet. Chacecterraticp ¢ . . rived he.entered. the tomb, gazed long and carefully 
. at the clothes, though without venturing to touch them. 

What he saw was the clothes in place, but collapsed. . 


Gospel narrative: 
Ne-description is given of the act of resurrection: 


Christ, manifests himself only to believers; not only. 


to individuals but to companies. 


The revelation in each case was determined by the: 


Lord’s pleasure. 
All the disciples were slow to believe. 
No mere report was accepted, 
The revelation. issued in conviction. 
Verse by Verse 


_Jchn 20:1.—The stone. This was a large, roughly 
circular stone moving in grooves cut in the solid rock. 


Additional Material for Teachers; 2 Peter 2 : 3-12. 
i Topic: Jesus Forgives Peter. 
Lesson Material; John 21 : 2-23. 
Memory Verse: For thou, Lord, art good, and ready ¢o for- 


ive.—Psa. 86: 5. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Forgives and Restores Peter. 
Lesson Material: John 20; 3-10; Luke 24: 33, 34; John 


Memory Vere: Psalm 86: 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Risen Lord Appears to Peter. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Fellowship with the Risen 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
20: 1-10; 21 : 15-17 
1 Now on the first day, of the week cometh Mary Mag- 
dalene early, while it was yet dark, unto thestomb, and seeth 
the stone taken away from the tomb. 2 She runneth there- 
fore, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple 
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken 
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where 
they have laid him. 3 Peter therefore went forth, and the 
other disciple, and they went toward the t 4 And they 
ran both together: and the other disciple outran Peter, and 
came first to the tomb; 5 and stooping and looking in, he 
seeth the linen cloths lying; yet entered he not in. 6 
Simon Peter therefore also cometh, following him, and en- 
tered into the tomb; and he beholdeth the linen cloths ly- 
ing, 7 and the napkin, that was upon his head, not lying 
with the linen cloths, but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8 Then entered in therefore the other disciple also, who 
came first to the tomb, snd he saw, and believed. 9 For 
as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again 
from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away-again unte 

their own home. 


15 So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to 
Simon Peter, Simon, son of 1 John, ?Jovest thou, me more 
than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 
that I ®love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 
He saith to him again a second time, Simon, son of 1 John, 
2lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I *love thee. He saith unto him, Tend my 
sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of 
1John, *lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he 
said unto him the third time, * Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou * know- 
est that I ®love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep. 

1Gr., Joanes. See ch. 1:42, margin, 2* Love in these 
places represents two different Greek words, ‘Or, per- 
ceivest. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Such a tomb as is indicated here has actually been dis- 
covered near the hill known as Gordon’s Calvary. The 
hill was so named after the earnest Christian officer 
of the Royal Engineers who first identified the site 
about the year 1883. 

Verse 2.—Simon Peter. Therefore he was not left 
alone. The disciple who had stood by the cross. al- 
most to the last had an open heart and probably an 
open house for the denier. “Restore such an one... 
considering thyself” (Gal. 6:1). They have taken 
away. It was not hope, but apprehension and sorrow 
that filled Mary’s. mind as she ran. She had seen the 
empty tomb, and had jumped to the conclusion that it 
was some unknown foe who had done this thing, ig- 
norant that the doer was Jesus himself. 

Verse 4.—They ran. Apprehensive of some wanton 
outrage being wreaked upon the loved body of him 
they had called Master and Lord. Notice the slight 
but convincing delineations of character in the narra- 
tive. John was probably the younger. He _ reached 
the tomb first. But with characteristic delicacy he 
hesitated to enter. Peter’s love was more practical. 
If there had been any outrage he would at least in- 
vestigate the matter. 

Verse: 5,—Stooping down. — This, is: the attitude of 
one peering through a low aperture. In the gloom of 
the interior. he ¢an dimly discern that, the linen grave 


~- clothes are stilt lying there. In the tombs of this 
period a shallow shelf was cut in the rock upon which ° 


the body was laid. John saw the linen clothes lying 
still:in their place on this shelf. But when Peter ar- 


They were exactly as: though they were wrapped 
around a body, undisturbed, yet collapsed, owing to. the 
removal of the body. 


Verse 7—The napkin. Another peculiarity of the 
tombs of this period was that a slight ridge of rock 


was left at the neck so that the head cavity was sep-— 
arated by a little wall from that on which the rest: 


of the body. lay. That seems to be the significance of 


“ John’s statement that the napkin was (still) rolled up 


in a place by itself. 
Verse 8.—Believed. How much he believed we are 


not told, Probably the word simply expresses the 
dawning consciousness that what the Lord had been 
teaching ‘them with regard to his .resurrection might 
after all be true. 


} 


Chapter 21: 15.—Peter’s denial had been known to i 


all the disciples. Repentance and restitution must be 
similarly public. If he had merely slipped back again 
into the old place, his sin might have seemed a venial 
one. And the future might have been darkened for 


Peter and his brethren by intrigue and recriminations, . 
Note the threefold question, the threefold answer, and | 


the threefold charge. The repetition of the question does 
not suggest any doubt as to the sincerity of the an- 
swer. It seems to have been intended to draw out 
the recollection of the threefold denial. More than 
these. These words probably refer ta the other dis- 
ciples who had not discredited their boasting as Peter 
had done. A few weeks before Peter had proudly 
said, and it was a slight upon the rest: “Although 
all shall be offended, yet will not I.” Peter does not 
repeat the boast now. Very humbly he responds to his 
Lord’s challenge, “Thou knowest all things.” It is no 


longer Peter’s judgment of himself that is proffered, | 


but his Lord’s own judgment for which he asks (cf. 
Psa. 26:1). Note, too, that the Lord does not demand 
from Peter any expression of penitence, any sorrow 
for the past, any voice for the future. All these are 
included in the response of the sinner’s love. Observe 
also the Lord’s absolute trust. Our proverb is: “Once 
bit, twice shy.” But the Lord Jesus did not withhold 
his confidence even from the man who had failed him 
so badly. 

The note in the Revised Version margin calls at- 
tention to the two different Greek words used in this 
conversation, .Dr, Maclaren wrote concerning them: 
“The love that Jesus asks for is higher, nobler, less 
emotional, and more associated. with the whole mind 
and will... It is the inferior kind, more warm, more 
sensuous, more passionate and emotional which Peter 
brings. And then in the third question, our Lord, as it 
were, surrenders and takes Peter’s own word as if he 
said, ‘Be it so; you shrink from, professing the higher 
kind. I will take the Jower and will educate and bring 
that up to the height that I desire you to stand at.’” 

Further, note that service depends upon love, while 
love is expressed through service. Love. is not the 
same as service, but real love must express itself by 
service, 


ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR TEACHERS 

1 Peter 1: 5.—Note that it is God’s power, alone that 
keeps, but it is faith which receives that power and 
allows it to work in one’s character and life. 

Verse 7.—At the revelation of Jesus Christ. This 
may refer to the second advent when God’s people 
will be manifested with Christ in. glory (Col. 3:4), 
or it may refer to the manifestation of the Lord Jesus 
in the lives and characters of his people under the’ tests 
of everyday circumstances. 

Verse 10.—Note carefully the difference between 
the facts that God had revealed to the Old Testament 
prophets and that complete understanding of*them that 
he did not reveal. Inspiration to record a foretold 
fact is one thing; interpretation of that fact is another, 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The Saviour seeks the backslider. 
2. The secret interview. 
3. The public restoration. 

Golden Topics 


1. John’s sympathy. He hung on to Peter when he 
might so naturally have felt inclined to shun him al- 


‘together. “What shall we do with the rebs?” asked 


the great President at the close of the Civil War. 


' “Hang them,” urged. one adviser, jealous for the honor 


of his country. But the President’s little son gave 
the wiser counsel, “Hang on to them.” Similarly, 
after the close of the Boer War in South Africa, a 
great English statesman decided that there should be 
not only pardon for every one who had rebelled against 
the obligations of his British citizenship but also com- 


> plete enfranchisement within a definite time for all who 


would respond to the British offer. And how nobly 
this generosity was requited let the annals of the 
World War recall. 

2. The only means of restoration for the backslider 
is in a personal renewal of contact with Christ. Judas 
betrayed, Peter denied; but the final and damning sim 
of Judas was that he refused to trust Christ’s love. 
It was this that made the difference between his re- 
morse. and Peter’s repentance. 

3. The possibility of complete reinstatement to work 
and usefulness, even for the backslider. “O Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast fallen 
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Lesson for May 8 
John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 


by thine iniquity. I will heal their backsliding, I will 
love them freely” (Hos. 14:1, 4). 
The Practical Aim 
1.: To encourage the pupils to trust in the mercy of 
for themselves, ; 


2. To teach them to be merciful in their judgment 
of others, 


Final Word j 
O great Lord Christ, my Sav%ur, 
Thou goest forth to war; 
Against Thee surge the foemen 
They muster from afar. 


I hear Thy clear voice ringing 
Above the eager fight, 

“Come hither, son, and serve Me, 
And wield the arms of light.” 


But I am all unstable, 
As a weak, wind-shaken reeds 
Forgotten vow, and failure 
And sins my way impede. 
Behold, they are as scarlet 
Before Thy holy face; 
I cannot tell their number, 
I can but trust Thy grace. 
Yet would I, Lord, press near Thee, 
And share Thy toil divine, 
Thy love’s long patient vigil 
Ere lights of morning shine. 
My Captain, O my Captain, 
Stretch forth Thy nail-pierced hand, 
And claim me by that token 
One of Thy, soldier band. 
\ —Alfred H. Vine. 


Tunsripce WELLS, Ene. 


Questions for Teacher and Ciass 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,-Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HO were first at and in the tomb after the resurrec- 
tion? 
2. What evidence is there that Peter was still impetuous? 


3. Whose names, so far as the record goes, were the only 
names spoken at the tomb on the morning of the resurrec- 
tion? 


4. How did Jesus treat Peter after the resurrection? 


5s. How do we know that the risen Lord had a special 
concern for Peter? 


6. Why should he have? 
g. What assurance is there in this for us? 


8 Why do you think the other disciples admitted Peter 
to their company after his denial of Jesus? 


9. What surprising fact is recorded of Peter in refer- 
ence to Jesus’ appearance to him on the day of his res- 
urrection? (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5.) 

10. What evidences of self-consciousness on Peter’s part 
do you find in the narrative of the early morning fishing 
expedition, before Jesus questions him? (John 21 : 1-14.) 

11. How did he remind Peter of denying him? 


12, What emphasis do you catch in Peter’s replies to Jesus’ 
three-times-repeated question? 


13. How was Peter to prove his love? 


14. What lingering trace of the old Peter do you find in 
this same chapter? 


15. What is the chief difference between Peter before and 
Peter after the resurrection? 


16. What is “the power of his resurrection”? (Phil. 3 : 10.) 
Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


We 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By, Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principe or ConcENTRATION.—Organ- 
ise the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible, 











eye again it seems wise to call attention to the 
fact that here, as in the case of the Transfigura- 
tion, it is the Lord and not Peter who is the focus 
of our thought, and that the resurrection which Peter 
and the rest preached so strongly is close to the heart 
of the Christian message. Peter’s life was drawn 
into the very midst of this notable event, and on the 
human side he is as necessary to the report of it as 
any one of the disciples, perhaps as necessary as any 
human being; yet the event itself is so transcendent 
im importance that we must not risk losing that im- 
portance by too great emphasis upon the part of one 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
x. April 3.—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 14-18, 29-31 
2. April ro—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3. April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; a Peter 1 : 16-18 
5. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22 : 61, 6a 
@ May 8.—Peter and the Risen Lord, John 20 3 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
gy. May 15.—Peter at Pentecost ......seseeees pevcacesACts 8 
8 May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4:31 
@. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts § : 17-42 
zo. June s.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles ......Acts 10 and 11 
31. June 12—Peter Delivered from Prison ...Acts 12: 1-17 
12, June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) ...ccssseceeseeeed Peter 2: 11-175 45 1°§ 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 








who after all was but a witness, even though a very 
significant one. It is interesting that despite his denial 
of the Lord it was to him as well as John that Mary 
reported her great discovery. It is also interesting that 
it seems to be the same impetuous Peter who comes 
rushing headlong into the open tomb, and yet we can- 
not but conclude that the hours between this event 


_and when he went out weeping bitterly into the night 


had been for kim hours of the deepest dejection. Was 
this the rebound of his crushed spirit leaping with the 
joy of a hope he dared not voice, or merely the natu- 
ral expression of the relief that was furnished by the 
unexpected news? ' : 

One thing at least is certain, which, though it con- 
cerns Peter, is an evidence of the tender heart of the 
risen Lord and assures us still that though risen he 
is not unmindful of our deepest needs. The message 
he sent through the women was to his disciples “and 
Peter” (Mark 16:7); Paul leaves the impression that 
to Peter he gave a special revelation of himself (1 
Cor. 15:5); and then we have by the lake that tender 
wooing back into the love of the Lord this one who 
had thrice denied him, What wonder that Peter never 
forgot these kindly inquiries and admonitions! His 
own writings show that the memory of that day never 
faded from his life. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Difference.—Simon Peter therefore also cometh 
. .. and entered into the tomb; and he beholdeth the 
linen cloths lying (John 20:6). Peter always runs 
true to form. Some of us would have been too 
ashamed to show our faces after what had happened, 
If one of your most iftimate friends, perfectly inno- 
cent of wrongdoing, had been taken by the police, and, 
when he needed your company and moral support as 
never before, you had cursed and sworn you never 
knew him, and let him go to the unjust punishment 
without a protest — say, do you think you would likely 
go up to the cemetery to emphasize painful memories? 
That is some sentence, but I hope you get it. But 
Peter is Peter all his life. Acts first and does his 
psycho-analysis afterward — if that is what they called 
it in those days. That is to say, Peter’s bad break, 
while it crippled his loyalty, did not in the least affect 
his love. Christ knew that, and t him the special 
message “and. Peter” (Mark 16:7) Men still “go to 
pieces” under sudden stress, and “go back on” their 
best and most loved ones. Indeed, it is a familiar oc- 
currence in all neighborhoods. “My brother went back 
on me,” has been the wail of many a bankrupt. The 
difference in the Petrine man is that when he “goes 
back” he does not stay “back.” He comes right up 
to the front again. The Christian, and don’t yow fel- 
lows ever forget this, is the one who always gets 
up again. And the Christian may be down, but he is 
never out, as the Salvation Army might say. And so 
it was that Peter joined up with John in the foot race 
to the place where had been laid the One whom they 
both loved. 


Love’s Way.—So when they had broken their fast, 
Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, 
lovest thou me more than these? Feed my lambs 
(John 21:15). It is not hard for any man 
ever been a real boy to imagine just how Peter would 
feel at this alfresco breakfast. By the way, I have 
a letter from a Princeton friend in which he 
says, “I would rather have been at that seaside meal 
than at the grandest banquet ever spread with the 
world’s greatest around the board.” So would any of 
us. Peter no doubt was expecting to get what was 
coming to him. And he did.. It was love (John 13: 
1). The other day Little Feller had been “as bad 
as he could be,” and had “disobeyed” and “busted 
things.” The nurse maid said, “Just wait until: your 
grandmother comes home!” Grandmother came home, 
Little Feller climbed into her lap and said, “Gran’- 
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muzzer, l’se sorry,” and snuggled up. Did he get the 
promised spanking? What a foolish question! That 
is the way Love “dresses us out.” That is Heaven’s 
way also. But Heaven goes farther when we come 
back. Heaven gives us a steady job. Peter got into 
trouble, like many another fellow, by loafing around a 
fire. In future he would never have any time for sit- 
ting around anywhere, Feeding time is always a busy 
time, whether for the live stock at the barn or the 
farm hands up at the house. Ask Uncle Billy and 
Aunt Sally. This is why the faithful minister is apt 
to be the busiest man in town, This is why the Sun- 
day-school teacher who is really on the job usually 
keeps out of trouble. Of course, Peter became a 
different Peter because of Pentecost, but you will 
remember Paul had to call him to account for “dis- 
sembling” even after the descent of the Holy Spirit 
(Gal. 2: 11-14). I have an idea that the work of feed- 
ing the sheep and lambs of this new flock coming into 
the Church helped to mold Peter into the great apos- 
tle he became. That is one reason I try to get you fel- 
lows teaching classes, serving on committees, and to 
be something more than just mere “belongers.” 


Ingas.—He saith unto him the third time ... Peter 
was grieved because he said unto him the third time 
(v. 17). How many times have you asked her if she 
loved you? How many times has she asked you the 
same question? I mean at one sitting. The times are 
countless in an in-love courtship and marriage. No- 
body got “grieved” about it, did they? Poor old Peter 
couldn't catch the fine points of Christ’s dealings with 
him. Love likes to hear you say it. Love likes to see 
you express it. Love likes to have you show it, There 
are families where no notice is ever taken of anni- 
versaries or birthdays. There are mothers who rarely, 
if ever, get a hug and kiss and a “Mother, dear, I love 
you” from the grown-ups. There are wives who would 
sit right down and cry if “John” would walk in with 
a bunch of hothouse roses or a box of high grade 
candy and words of love. Sorrow? No, joy! There 
are husbands who would be suspicious if “Dot” would 
come and crawl into his lap with pets and hugs and 
kisses. “Well, what is it now—fur coat, party dress, 
hat, car, trip, or what?” Real love continually tells, ex- 
presses, shows itself. Begin married life by taking 
account of all dates like Isaiah (Isa. 6:1). We are 
served in our household by Norwegian girls, We had 
a little girl for cook named Inga. We thought all the 
world of little Inga. So did a fellow Norwegian. We 
gave her a wedding in our home just the same as if 
she were a daughter. B’leeve me, it was some wed- 
ding! The bride’s cake reached almost to the ceiling! 
We turned the house over to Inga and her Norwegian 
friends and went away. There were three ministers 
at the church, and one of them in a huge Elizabethan 
collar preached a regular sermon. Think of it, you 
American girls who have it over so quickly, Inga 
now lives in Boston. Listen! While she was with us 
she apparently noted down all our anniversary datvs. 
On every occasion along comes a letter or. card of con- 
gratulations from Inga. Why? Because of love. 
What a world this would be if we were all Ingas! 
(Gal. 5: 22.) 

CoaTESvILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available, 

Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lessen list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than 


the Golden Text are 
specially desired, th 
needed. 


ough some on the Golden Text are also 


As He Died.—Unto a living hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead (Golden Text). After 
the battle of Inkerman, in the Crimean War, some 
soldiers picked up a dead man for burial, and heard 
something tear. Looking more closely they saw an 
open Bible upon which he had placed his bloody fin- 
ger, and the congealed blood had carried with the 

nger a portion of the leaf. Scanning the scrap 
closely, one of them read aloud the words: “I am 
the resurrection, and the life,’”—and with that text 
upon the finger of the dead Christian they buried him. 
—From Dr, Lewis Albert Banks. Sent by William S. 
Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


A Resurrection Picture.—Blessed be the God, and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his 
great mercy begat us again unto « living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (Golden 
Text). An army chaplain tells of having bivouacked 
with his brigade upon an open field, each soldier wrap- 
ped in his blanket, but with nothing over him but the 
cold, cloudy sky. The next morning all over that field 
there were little mounds like new made graves, each 
covered with a drapery of snow, which had fallen two 


or three inches deep during the night. It covered 
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every sleeping soldier, as if in the wind- 
ing-sheet of death. While he was gaz- 
ing upon the strange spectacle, here and 
there a man began to stir, rise, shake 
himself, and stand forth in momentary 
amazement at the sight. It was a‘symbol 
of the resurrection, and failed not to 
make its impression upon the beholder. 
—From the Biblical Treasury, Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


Uncertainty, and Certainty.—Who... 
begat us again unto a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead (Golden Text), We had rooms con- 
necting; just a door between us, and it 
was open most of the time. Dr, Griffith 
Thomas was always engaged in work, 
and I am a man with enough to keep me 
employed. As we sat together in the 
hotel we could talk through the open door. 
1 shall never forget the last season to- 
gether, both ministering in a Southern 
city. Dr. Thomas looked up from his 
desk, and said, “Oh, Tucker, we don’t 
know what is in the future, do we?” 
“No, Dr. Thomas, thank God we do not !” 
All was silent for a time; then again he 
cried, “Oh, Tucker, we know who is in 
the future, don’t we?”—From the Won- 


Oneida, N.Y. 


A Victorious Position.—A living hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead (Golden Text). “You can 
preach here,” said an American saloon- 
keeper, “if I may choose the pulpit.” 
“Right,” said the preacher, and the -pub- 
lican set him ona whiskey barrel. The 
publican felt he had quite won when the 
preacher began: “I am now preaching 
where I have long wished to be — with 
the Devil under my feet.” When Christ 
arose from the dead, he had the Devil 
under his feet—From the Best. Sent by 
W. D. Combs, Oneida, N. Y. 


When the Sheep Were Terrified.—A 
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead (Golden Text). A 
friend of mine on an oasis in an Arabian 
desert, the guest of an Arab sheik shep- 
herd, was startled in the early morning 
by the stampeding of a flock. The men 
rushed out with their arms to fight off 
the robbers. There were no robbers. One 
sheep had died, and the dead body had 
struck panic through the flock. Christ 
came to lift the fear of death from a 
lost humanity. He came that we might 
have life, and have it more abundantly. 
—From Dr. O. P. Gifford. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


If He Had Not Risen.—She runneth 
therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, 
and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and saith unto them, They have taken 
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
know not where they have laid him (John 
20:2). Mary Magdalene did not find 
the dead body of Christ and it was well 
she did not; for if death could have held 
him, it would not have let us go.—From 
_— Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, 

ng. 


Which is the Reason ?—Jesus saith to 
Simon Peter, Lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my lambs (21:15). An 
African woman once asked a sad ques- 
tion about missions. It ought to be asked 
in every missionary meeting. The ques- 
tion was this: “Why do not more come 
to tell us? Is it because they do not love 
us, or because they do not love Jesus 
very much?”—From Doran’s Minister's 
Manual. Sent by Mrs. E. D. Becker, 
La Crosse, Wis, 


To a Fed Sheep.—He saith unto him, 
Tend my sheep (v. 16). The new minis+ 
ter was accosted by one of his parish- 
ioners who was fat and sleek and evi- 
dently self-satisfied: “Pastor, I hope you 
will feed the sheep.” Whereupon the new 
pastor replied. “My dear brother, you do 
not need food; what you need is exercise.” 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Young Chadwick’s Reply.—Tend my 
sheep (v. 16). The following story is 
told concerning the Rev. Samuel Chad- 
wick, relating to the time when he was 
@ young minister at Clydebank. Clyde- 
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plications were to be made at Brewster 
Sessions for five new licenses. There 
was no temperance organization in the 
place, so Mr. Chadwick went to court 
alone to oppose the applications. The 
barrister acting for the applicants made 
great sport of him, and wound up his 
banter with a mocking homily on pastoral 
duties. “I should like to ask this young 
looking shepherd,” he said, “what hast 
thou done with the few sheep in the wil- 
derness?” “Don’t you trouble about my 
sheep,” said Mr. Chadwick, jumping to his 
feet, “I am after the wolf today.”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Forgiven and Commissioned.—Jesus 
saith unto him, Feed my sheep (v. 17). 
A Christian worker was once so over- 
whelmed with doubt, the result of sin 
in his life, that one night he deliberately 
determined to abandon the Christian faith. 
A day or two after, as the secretary of 
a Christian Convention, he had to appear 
on the platform. A train bringing the 
speaker had broken down, and the chair- 
man turned to him and said, “You will 
speak.” Trembling from head to foot, he 
came to the edge of the platform, opened 
his Bible, and burst into tears. All the 
old love and tenderness flooded back into 
his soul, and sobs broke from his hearers 
as he spoke of the forgiveness of God. 
—From the Dawn. Sent by Miss J. B. 
James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


w 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we rejoice today in the fact that we have an 
ever-living Saviour. In his love and mercy 
hath he redeemed us. Freed from the pen- 
alty of sin, we who believe in him humbly 
rejoice in the forgiveness which he offers, 
and we walk with him in newness of life. 
May we remember that our Lord not only for- 
gives, but he also restores to his loving fel- 
lowship those who turn to him with contrite 
hearts. May we turn to him with a new and 
glad confidence today. In his dear name. 
Amen. 





After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
faced what it would have meant to Peter 
and the others if Jesus had not risen from 
the dead? Suppose he had remained in 
the tomb, then they would have had no 
living hope such as Peter writes about 
in 1 Peter 1:3. By the mercy of God, 
Peter and his fellow apostles were raised 
from dead despair to living hope. How? 





Yes, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. Have you realized what 
death would be for us all if Jesus had not 
proved to be victor over death? Yes, 
we can indeed cry out with Peter, 
“Biessed be the God and Father -of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Because Jesus Christ 
lives, we shall live also. Will you trust 
him today? Let us pray. 





IS HE MINE? 


ISEN AVIO 
THE Reéstorep Servant 
AM I HIS? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” 
“Face to Face.” 

“Lift Your Glad Voices,” 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns,” 
“Christ Arose.”’ 

“Welcome, Happy Morning!” 
“When His Face I See.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entueses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts ot 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Whosoever Calleth” (70 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-7; Romans 10: 33. 
“In Green Pastures” (47: 1-4). Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
“My Trustful Thought” (29 : 1-4). 
Psalm 16: 5-11. 
“Perfect Peace” (228 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-9; Isaiah 26: 3. 


4 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


. the story of the crucifixion and 
resurrection from all of the Gospels, 
studying carefully John 20:1-10 and 21: 
15-17. Take up the story where we left 
off last week. 

We know that Peter was very unhappy 
after he had denied his Lord, and had 
seen him nailed to a cross, and put into 
a grave. One morning, as he and John 
were walking along thinking about Jesus, 
they met,a woman who loved the Master 
very dearly, too. This woman had vis- 
ited his grave and found it empty. She 
told Peter and John that some one had 
taken the Lord away, and she did not 








bank was then growing rapidly, and ap- 
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know where they had put him. Then 
Peter and John went running to the 
grave, and Peter went right in, and 


there. Afterward they met Mary again, 
and-she told them that she had seen the 
Master alive, and that he had sent a spe- 
cial message to Peter. Later, Peter and 
the other disciples saw Jesus, too, and 
then they knew for sure that he was alive. 

They were so glad-“when they saw him. 
Yet we know that Peter felt ashamed 
and sorry that he had denied his Lord, 
and perhaps he wondered what the Mas- 
ter was going to do about those three 
wonderful promises of loyalty he had 


.| expressed. But Jesus did not scold Peter. 


He did not say a single time, “Oh, yes, I 
told you so!” In fact, we believe that 
he did not. say anything about Peter’s 
behavior. 

One morning Peter and six other dis- 
ciples were out on the lake fishing. They 
had fished all night without catching any- 
thing. Jesus knew where they were, and 
he knew they were tired and hungry and 
cold, and that they felt bad about not 
catching any fish. So he went down to 


| the lake where they were fishing and told 


them where to catch the fish — as he had 
done once before. He made a good warm 
fire for them, and prepared them a nice 
breakfast of fish and-bread. They all 
sat down and ate together. After break- 
fast Jesus said to Peter, “Lovest thou 
me more than these?” Peter did not boast 
about his love this time, as he once did, 
but he said, “Lord;.thou knowest that I 
love thee.” The Master asked Peter three 
times about his love, and Peter answered 
each time, “Lord; thou knowest that I 
love thee.” 

So he let Peter tell of his love as many 
times as he had denied his Lord. Each 
time the Master told Peter to prove his 
love by living, like his Lord, a life of 
beautiful service; helping others, even lit- 
tle children, to know theif Saviour. This 
was how Peter was to become a fisher 
of men. We believe that Peter under- 
stood now that Jesus knew him better than 
he knew himself, He knew, too, that only 
Jesus could make him strong and brave 
and steady, like a rock. -Let the class 
repeat these verses of Doddridge after 
you: 

Do not I love Thee, O my Lord? 
Then let me nothing love; 

Dead be my heart to every joy, 
When Jesus cannot move. 

Hast Thou a lamb in all Thy flock 
I would disdain to feed? 

Hast Thou a foe, before whose face 
I fear Thy cause to plead? 


Curinton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Simon becoming Peter, 
1. Simon’s side of the case. 
2. Jesus’ hand in the matter, 


yor= girls are all (or nearly all) 
accustomed to seeing the transforma- 
tion of character portrayed on the movie 
screen, through the rapid and vivid 
changes in facial expression in the “close- 
ups.” These are often forced, unnatural, 
almost farcical in their rapidity when 
compared with the slower changes in real 
life, but they are no more startling or 
complete than your girls may observe in 
this very man, Simon, who became- the 
new man, Peter, under the loving and 
all-powerful hand of Jesus Christ. 

1. Help them to “see” Simon’s side of 
the case (as it may be seen by those with 
eyes to see) in these scenes: Here stands 
a rough-and-ready fisherman face to face 


_| with the young Teacher from the up 


country of Galilee —the fisherman’s own 
— whence no great teacher was supposed 
to come, For one of the few times in 
his life that impetuous fisherman has 
nothing to say in reply to these aston- 
ishing words, so deliberately spoken, as 
Jesus looks steadily into his astonished 
eyes, “Thou art [just] Simon the son of 
John: thou shalt be called Cephas (which 
is by interpretation, Peter),” or “stone.” 
Doubtless Simon found this new charac- 
ter-to-be harder to believe in than did even 





" re 


found, sure enough, that Jesus was not. 












e his 


fisher 
nder- 


+ only 
brave 
class 
after 


ce 


y all) 
orma- 
movie 

vivid 
‘close- 
atural, 

when 














John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 


the brother who had brought him to meet 
the Teacher! (John 1: 40-42.) 

But, see him again, as with flashing eyes 
and confident words (inspired by those 
three years of intimate contact with that 
Teac! ~ *- declares that he is ready to 

‘oO to prison ath in defense of that 

aster! And hear the calm, low voice 
that replied: “I have prayed for thee, 
Simon [notice that Jesus still calls him 
that, knowing as he did what is in the 
hearts of men], that thy faith fail not,” 
and, “the cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny that 
thou knowest me.” Can you not see the 
indignant denial of such cowardice in 
Simon’s face, changing to bewilderment, 
as he hears those other strange words: 
“When once thou hast turned again, es- 
tablish thy brethren”? (Luke 22: 31-34.) 

Then this third scene must follow: 
In the courtyard of the high priest’s pal- 
ace sits this very Simon, warming him- 
self at the fire built by and for his Mas- 
ter’s persecutors. Hear him now declar- 
ing three times, even with oaths, “Wo- 
man, I know not the man,” to the taunts 
of a servant-maid! But immediately the 
crowing of a cock brings into the face 
of.Simon a startled remembrance. As he 
stumbles to his feet to flee, he meets that 
look from that wounded Master, and, 
blinded by bitter tears, he goes out to 
weep out his repentance (Luke 22: 54-62). 

2. We haye already seen the Lord’s 
hand in the matter in af these scenes, 
but we see him yet more powerfully at 
work for and in Simon in these instances : 

Your girls will have to imagine they 
are overhearing those women who went 
first to the tomb of the risen Lord, as 
they return with breathless joy and trem- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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bling fear to tell his disciples, “and 
Peter” that their Master was not holden 
of death; that he had burst his tomb and 
was alive forevermore! Can you not see 
Simon-Peter as he catches those two lit- 
tle words of loving forgiveness sent by 
that very loving Lord to comfort his ach- 
ing heart? “I am still included; he has 
forgiven me! He still counts me in, and 
counts on me!” Must not such have been 
his thoughts? (Mark 16: 7.) 

Do you not think that he now recalled 
those puzzling words: “Once thou hast 
turned again, establish thy brethren”? 
For see and hear him, on that very res- 
urrection day, as he testified so positively 
to the others that the Lord had risen in- 
deed and had appeared to him— though 
he never revealed that interview as he 
would so boastfully have done, once 
(Luke 24: 33, 34). But we see the face 
of Peter, indeed, as we read those thrice 
repeated questions of Jesus to the old 
Simon (so-called for the last time) as he 
sits among that little company on the sea- 
shore in the early morning twilight, shar- 
ing the breakfast prepared by those nail- 
pierced, resurrected hands. What says 
he, in reply to that searching, loving voice, 
“Simon, son of John [just what Jesus 
had first called him when he made him 
that unbelievable promise], lovest thou 
me?” With all self-confidence gone, with 
faith fully established in One_ strong 
enough to keep even him from falling, he 
quietly answered, “Thou knowest .. . 
thou knowest . . . thow knowest all things ; 
thou ina that I love thee” (John 21: 
15-17). 2 
sThen follows his threefold commission 
from that Lord, “Feed my lambs”; “tend 
my~sheep”; “feed my sheep.” And we 
shall see Peter, the veritable “stone” in 
the strength of his unfailing faith from 
that time to the end, living his new name, 
as we follow his life to its close. 


Home Study . 


Write down, carefully, every fact you 
know about Peter’s experiences with 
Jesus, from the time of their first meet- 
ing to this one recorded in John 21. What 
do you know about Jesus? 


Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The fellow who cursed. 
Discussion: Just talk about how Peter 
“came through” with Jesus. 


Objective: Connecting with the Resur- 
rection Power. 











AY, fellows, I am addressing this to 
you from a boys’ college. I could 
not help thinking of Peter tonight when 
a young fellow came to my room and 
told me his trouble. It was profanity. 
He had been reared in a Christian home. 
His father and mother are faithful fol- 
lowers of Jesus. Their earnest hope 
is that their boy may be one also. They 
think he is making a faimstart. He told 
me that it would break their hearts if 
they knew. The habit had grown on him 
and, though he had tried to check it, there 
were times when he would, in the heat 
of anger, forget his resolutions and be 
cursing before he knew it. Yes, he was a 
church member, but he sadly feared he 
was not a Christian. The tears came 
in his eyes, and he bowed his head in his 
hands. There was no doubt as to his 
genuine sorrow. So like Peter. The 
spirit so willing, but fhe flesh so weak. 
Enlisted as a disciple of Jesus Christ, yet 
denying his Lord by actually taking his 
name in vain. 

But Peter’s experience was a great 
help to this fellow and to me tonight, 
because Peter won out—so we tried to 
follow him through. First we took care- 
ful note of Peter’s mistakes, and strangely 
they were identically the same mistakes 
my young friend and I had both made. 
‘He started out so confident and fearless, 
and under the inspiration of high resolve 
felt that he was equal to any test of his 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Only the power of Christ can hold a fel- 
low true and steadfast in the pinches. 
Next, my friend admitted he had been 
neglecting his Bible. That’s nearly fatal. 
It’s the main way has provided to 
feed daily strength to our purpose and 
faith, He shows us himself and speaks 
to us in his Word. When we fail to 
keep that engagement we are “following 
afar off.’ You remember that is what 
Peter did, and the result was disastrous. 
We must stay close up to Jesus if we are 
to have his promised power. Next, my 
friend admitted that he loafed with the 
fellows who scoffed at holy things, and 
themselves freely took the name of God 
in vain. He had laughed at their pro- 
fane jokes. He had tried to “warm 
himself” by their sacrilegious flame. 
Again, we saw poor, weak Peter in the 
court of the palace of the high priest 
trying to comfort himself by the enemies’ 
warming place; and that was mistake 
number three. Then came the bitter 
weeping of remorse. It is a fearful thing 
to come to the naked fact that you have 
been disloyal to Jesus. That was Peter’s 
woeful discovery when the _ rooster 
crowed the second time, and it was my 
friend’s discovery in himself tonight. 
But this was the bottom. For our next 
discovery was a happy one. Jesus still 
loved Peter and was even yet ready to 
restore him. Moreover, the restoration 
came with the startling and convincing 
power of the resurrection. “Go tell my 
disciples and Peter,” said the radiant one 
at the tomb. What joy that message 
must have given to Peter’s  sorrowing 
heart, for that had come as a token of 
forgiveness from his risen Lord. Next, 
Peter saw his risen Master when the 
others saw him, and the Master’s same 
smile of love rested upon Peter. And 
finally, the word of forgiveness and spe- 
cial service committed to Peter that morn- 
ing by the sea: “Lovest thou me, Peter? 
Feed my sheep and my lambs!” “O 
blessed, risen Lord!” cries Peter’s heart. 
“To give this sin-scarred tongue so high 
and holy a task!” 

And, fellows, Peter made good. That’s 
the thrilling thing to me. Ever after 
that when Peter spoke his tongue was 
clean, and clothed with the resurrection 
power. The bandit Touaregs of the Sa- 
hara desert have a fiendish custom of cut- 
ting out the tongues of their captives, 
that never more may they invoke the 
curses of their gods upon them, The cap- 
tives of Jesus have their tongues cleansed 
of filth and vileness.. Then there is laid 
upon them his message of love. It is 
the transformation of the Resurrection. 
No other power could do it. Engines of 
destruction, like Saul of Tarsus breath- 
ing out threatenings.and slaughter, turned 
completely ahout—converted into mes- 
sengers of Life and Peace. Resurrection 
Power. Nothing else. 

The boy gripped my hand after we had 
had a little prayer, and as he went out, 
said, “I’ve got it—sstay close up to my 
risen Lord—let him talk to my spirit 
and calm it and feed it daily through his 
Word —and trust only in his tesurrec- 
tion power to hold me steadfast !” 

“Fine! Old fellow, go to it! Good- 
night.” 


GreenssBoro, N, C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of May 1) 


x. He told Peter that Satan had asked per- 
mission to try him. He also foretold the 
denial. 

2. “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation.” 

3. Be sober, be watchful: your adversary, 
the devil as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5 : 8). 

4. Thinking he could remain loyal to Jesus 
under all circumstances, in his own power 
(Luke 22 : 33). . 

5. He followed his: Lord so far off that he 
found himself seeking physical comfort 
among his very enemies (see Luke 22: 54, 55 
and Mark 14: 54, &). 

6. Disloyalty and bitter remorse. 

7. The denial and desertion of his friends. 

8. Personal, 


9. The memories and Contrition awakened 





loyalty. That was mistake number one. 


by the glance of Jesus. 






10, Surely Peter read therein the silent 
reminder of that warning, so lovingly and 
faithfully given but a few hours before (Luke 
22 : 31-34), especially of the prayer Jesus had 
already made for him that, in this tempta- 
tion, his “faith fail not.’ 


11. Doubtless his overconfidence in his own 
strength against which the Golden Text is 
a warning. 

12, Peter lost for all time his confidence in 
himself. Never again do we hear him boast- 
ing of what he can and will do— but rather 
we see him doing the brave and right thing, 
proving his faith by deeds rather than ad: 
vertising it by vain words. 

13. Peter found that in his own strength hé 
could do nothing right, but that His “grace is 
sufficient” for every need; and that if we 
confess our sins (with true repentante) “he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
So Peter lived, and so he preached, ever after 
that. 

14. The confidence in Christ awakened by 
his knowledge of the fact of the resurrection, 
but most of all, the Pentecostal indwelling 
of the Spirit. 

1g. Personal. 





Children at Home 








The Tail of a Kite 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


6 HEW! I’m glad to get out of 
that stuffy-wuffy closet!” said a 
tiny seed which the gardener had sown 
in a strip of tape last fall. 

“So am I!” exclaimed another seed 
right beside it. 

There was a general sigh of relief all 
down the line, for the tape was quité 
long. Just then some one called the gare 
dener, and he dropped the tape on a tabl@ 
and hurried out of the workshop. 

“Now we can look around and enjoy 
ourselves,” said the first little seed. “It 
seems to be a very bright world. Queer, 
place, isn’t it, after —. shut up all 
winter! How do you feel?” 

“I’m ready to burst with joy!” cried 
the second seed, and all the tiny seeds 
quivered with delight. ‘“Wouldn’t it be 
fun to go skylarking and see the world? 
I’m ready for an adventure.” 

“So am I!” 

“And I!” 

“Goodness me! Everybody war's to 
run away on a lark!” cried the first seed. 
“I feel terribly shabby and would like to 
take a look about at the spring styles my- 
self. What do you think will be the 
prevailing color this year?” 

“For myself I prefer green,” answered 
the second little seed. 

“Quite right. Green suits your com- 
plexion perfectly. How about a touch 
of red, and maybe a bit of yellow? Oh, 
dear, here comes Farmer Brown’s boy, 
Sonny. How he has grown! Why, he’s 
nearly as tall as Dan, the gardener, I do 
believe. He must have been eating heart- 
ily all winter long. He has the oatmeal 
look, and bread and molasses! What do 
you suppose he is going to do with that 
funny looking thing in his hand?” 

“Hush!” whispered the second seed. 
“That is a kite. He’s hunting for some- 
thing. Here he comes our way. Every- 
body be quiet.” 

There was no sound from the tablé 
where the strip of seed tape lay. But the 
minute Sonny ‘spied it, he pounced upon 
it, exclaiming, “Hurrah! It’s just the 
thing. What a fine tail it will make for 
my kite!” And he tied the tape to the 
end of the kite. 

The seeds trembled with delight. “Now 
we shall see what the world is like!” they 
whispered to each other. 

Sonny took his kite out in the yard. 
There was a good, stiff breeze blowing, 
and the first thing those tiny seeds knew 
they were scooting through the air at a 
great rate, swirling, whirling this way and 
that, now up, now swooping .down, then 
up again! Higher and higher they flew, 
cutting graceful circles and figure eights 
in the air. 

“Oh, oh, oh!” cried one little seed, hold- 
ing both its sides. “If I laugh any more, 
I shall certainly burst!’ 

“I am getting dizzy,” cried another lit- 
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tle seed. “My head has gone around so 
much that I can’t tell up from down. I 
want to get back on earth. I’ve seen 
enough of the world.” 

“Something is all wrong with my stom- 
ach,” complained a third seed. “It_feels 
as though it was up in my throat and 
might pop out at any moment. Oh, really, 
this is terrible! I've seen enough of the 
world |” 

Just then the breeze died down, and 
the kite fluttered zig-zag toward the 
ground, Then it fell headlong, and as the 
seeds neared the earth they could hear 
some one calling, “Sonny.” And Sonny 
let go of the kite cord and ran toward the 
house, 

“That boy, that awful boy has left us 
to our fate!” cried one little seed. “What 


’ do you suppose will happen now ?” 


“Oh, we will land somewhere,” said the 
second seed hopefully. “We are almost 
down on earth now. Look, there is the 
barn! And we are headed for a nice 
warm spot at the side of it!” 

Down tumbled the kite, trailing its tail 
behind it. 

Now it rained that night, and mud spat- 
tered over the tape. 

“This feels good,” said the seeds, snug- 
gling down cozily. 

It rained all the next day, too, and 
the seeds got soaked through and through. 
Indeed, they got so wet that they began 
to stretch and swell up, and a few days 
later a row of tiny sprouts poked their 


. heads out of the ground. 


“I do declare!’ exclaimed one little 
sprout, looking at its neighbor, “You 
have come out in green after all. And it 


. it most becoming.” 


That day Sonny and the gardener 


. passed by that side of the barn. 


“My kite!” cried Sonny, his bright 
ove, spying the toy. He made a dash 
or it. 

“Hold ‘on, wait a minute!’ cried Dan, 
the gardener, for he had spied the row 
of sprouts. “There is something queer 
about your kite.” 

“T should say there is!” shouted Sonny. 
“Look at its tail! I forgot it and left 
it out in the rain last week. Dan, look! 
Did you ever see such a funny tail?” 

“Certainly that is queer,” said Dan, 
<a “Sonny, where did you get that 
tail?” 

Sonny thought hard for a minute. 
“Why — why, I found it in the work- 


_ shop,” he said ‘at last. “I thought it was 


a piece of tape like mother. has in her 
sewing box, only it had bumps on it.” 
“The bumps, Sonny, were the seeds 
sown in the tape. You see how they have 
sprouted. Now we must care for them 
until it is time to transplant them. Then 
we shall. have a fine crop of tomatoes.” 
Now the sprouts had been listening hard 
all the time. 
“T’m so glad,” whispered one. “There 
will be a touch of red about us after all.” 
“Yes, and an occasional yellow tomato! 
How enchanting!” whispered the second 
little sprout. 


Mirrorp, Conn. 
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Bible Cartoons in China 


N INTERESTING new development 

in the picture line by the China Sun- 

day School Union is a series of line 
sketches illustrating, in Chinese style but 
not in Chinese figures, the life of Christ. 
The idea was suggested -by the “Little 
Jetts” in The Sunday School Times. Co- 
operating with the Chinese artist, the Rev. 
Espey, of the Presbyterian Mission 

in Shanghai, produced this series, which 
they call Bible Picture Cartoons.. They 
are issued four on a sheet, in wall scroll 
form and intended to be shown one by 
one as the Bible story is told. ‘che 
sketches have heavy lines with little de- 
tail, so- that they may be easily seen across 
the schoolroom and comprehended ‘by 
scholars with little Bible knowledge. 
Moreover, being in Chinese style, the at- 
tention of the children is. not diverted 
by too many foreign features in the pic- 
ture. Accompanying the cartoons are 
leaflets having on them facsimiles of the 
cartoons, but with some important fea- 
ture of the picture left out. Below the 
pictures are Bible verses, also with miss- 
ing words. The missing parts are of 
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expression work by the pupils. These 


course to be filled in from memory as | Schools, but are also available for use 


especially in country districts and with 


cartoons were prepared especially for the | either children or adults new to the Chris- 
Primary and Daily Vacation - Bible | tian message. 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School Times which the tors en- 
titled ‘' Ask Marion Lawrance!"’ The large 
amount of unpublished material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


We have a small suburban Sunday-school, 
of about two hundred and seventy average 
attendance, and make a great deal of the 
classes which have hundred percent in at- 
tendance every Sunday. As a result, there 
is a great deal of friendly competition be- 
tween the classes. 

We have been working under the rule that 
if a member is unavoidably out of the city, 
or sick, the teacher may mark him excused, 
and credit the class with full attendance. 
Lately, our board has made a ruling that 
every enrolled member of a class must be 
actually present to make a hundred percent 
class, Which, in your judgment, is the 
proper system to use? If the latter, should 
the teacher be included, so as to make a per- 
fect class? 


B Pains are advantages and disad- 
vantages in allowing for: absence for 
any reason whatever, when you are try- 
ing to make a record for perfect at- 
tendance. The chief disadvantage is that 
schoiars who. are not just as scrupulous 
as they might. be will often stay away 
on. a slight provocation, perhaps because 
they do not: feel very well, and will re- 
port themselves sick and be excused, when 
they might have gotten up courage easily 
enough to attend the class or the school, 

On the other hand, it does work an in- 
justice to. one who is occasionally sick 
or one whose circumstances in the home 
make it impossible for him to. attend on 
a: given day. It would seem very hard, 
indeed, to mark a boy or a girl absent 
and thus destroy the record of the class, 
when there was a funeral at the home 
on that very day’ and at that very. hour. 
It would seem as though it were better 
to. have some leeway in the matter and 
allow for absences under certain condi- 
tions, but if this is done it should not be 
left to the caprice of the absent scholars 
to. settle the matter. It should be thor- 
oughly investigated. The rule has been 
abused so much in many of our schools 
that more and more the custom is coming 
to be novexcuses for any kind of absences 
whatever. 

However, some schools do permit a 
justifiable absence when tha member is 
unavoidably out of the city. This, how- 
ever, opens another gateway to tempta- 
tion. I have known many scholars to 
put in the plea.that they were out. of the 
city, when they had gone automobile riding 
into the country for the day, simply for 
their own pleasure, 

On the whole, I believe greater justice 
is done to a larger number’ by allowing no 
excuses for absence whatever. 





What can we do to stem the tide of ciga- 
rette smoking among the boys? 


HIS is a tremendous question. More 

cigarettes are smoked today than ever 
before ,in the history of the world, I 
suppose. The war is largely responsible 
for this, 

I think it is a mistake toe condemn 
cigarette smoking on the ground that 
many condemn. ?t, namely, that it is’ an 
unchristian act, and nobody who is a 
Christian will smoke cigarettes or use to- 
bacco in any form. Sometimes we overdo 
the matter by this sort of procedure. We 
may, however, stress the fact that the 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and 





that nothing impure or defiling should be 





permitted to. enter it. The persistent use 
of cigarettes is undermining our- boys, 
and girls, too, for that matter, by the mil- 
lion. It is lowering their standard in 
school life and in business, as well, There 
are "many, many concerns of high reputa- 
tion that will not employ anybody who 
uses cigarettes. 

While there may be those of maturer 
years who can smoke cigarettes without 
bad results, it is practically impossible 
for young boys and girls to smoke them 
without undermining -both health and 
character, 

What to do is the question. I think 
that an Anti-Cigarette League in every 
Sunday-school is a good thing, and ought 
to be encouraged. I think the charts that 
are gotten out, showing the evil results 
of the cigarette, are good. A set of them 
should be put up in every church and 
Sunday-school building. 

It is well to speak of it very often 
in the school, and give illustrations and 
incidents of the bad results of cigarettes. 
Make it just as = as it is pos- 
sible to make it. is is not always ac- 
complished by ridicule, for that very thing 
will be an incentive to boys and girls 


that have a bravado spirit to do the very. 


thing you are trying to prevent. 

It is a time for great care, great pa- 
tience, and much prayer, so far as the 
cigarette habit is concerned, for cigarettes 
are being turned out by the trainload and 
shipload every day. The education and 
agitation against the use of the cigarette 
should be kept up consistently and en- 
ergetically and eternally, until there is no 
longer need for it. 

How can I interest our Sunday-school 
scholars and the older people in missions and 
in missionary giving? 


"PSere are many ways. One that 
came to my notice is a service given 
by the Buena Memorial. Presbyterian 
Bible School of Chicago, some years ago. 
It had the fetching title of “A Summer 
Christmas Tree.” 

On the program the following explana- 
tion appeared : 


Last Christmas, before going to sleep for 
the year, the Christmas Spirit promised Love 
and Kindness that she would unfold to them; 
when she, awoke, a plan for the’ summe 
Christmas tree. . 
“While she has been sleeping, Love and 
Kiadness, with the help of the Buena boys 
and girls, have planned a surprise for her. 
Upon waking, she finds the plans all made 
for the extra Christmas celebration. Since 
the children give her so complete a surprise, 
she, in turn, surprises them by presenting 
the guests of the evening. These are friends 
from far-off lands who come to tell their 
needs, 


I understand the service is original and 
was gotten up by some of their own peo- 
ple. I do not know that it is in print. 
The Spirit of Christmas is represented 
by a young lady who, at the opening of 
the pageant, is sleeping upon a couch 
trimmed with Christmas decorations, on 
the platform. The. Spirit of Love and 
the Spirit of Kindness, two other young 
ladies, undertake to awaken her. This 
seems difficult at first. She is not aroused 
by sleigh bells ringing in the distance, 
or by various other noises. When, how- 
ever, the choir, which is concealed from 
sight, sings “Holy Night,” she rouses. 

The guests she presents to the school 
represent the foreign fields in which the 
school is interested, such as Korea, India, 
China, Africa, and the like. These are 
represented by persons attired in native 
dress, who come to the platform and tell 
of the needs of their country. Of course 
there is appropriate music and other at- 
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tractive services here and there through- 
out the pageant. 

The offering is for the benefit of the 
various fields represented. The whole 
thing was planned by the Bible school 
Missionary ittee, one person looking 
after rehearsals, another after the deco- 
rations, another the costumes, another the 
electrical apparatus. The scholars had 
little banks in which money had been 
gathered, and the financial returns were 
very generous and the exercise itself ex- 
ceedingly delightful, as described to me 
by my daughter who saw 





Where can I find some suitable material 
and songs for entertainments and social func- 
tions, and the like, both amusing and other- 
wise, that would help me to interest my 
young folks during the week? 


HERE are many such books, filled 

with suggestions. One small one that 
will cost you only four cents is entitled, 
“A Year of Good Times,” published by 
the David C. Cook Publishing Company, 
Elgin, Ill. You will find a quantity of 
material here in small space that will 
help you very much. 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association , 


At our last Home Department workers’ 
meeting we decided that we were decidedly 
out of touch with other workers. We would 
like to attend some institutes or conferences 
and learn of new ways and what others are 
doing. The only help we now get is through 
The Sunday School Times atid occasionally in 
our quarterlies. ‘ ‘ 


6 Bn is no Home Department or- 
ganization in your State, The work 
is carried on under the Adult Division as 
a department. I have not known of any 
conference or institute for several years, 
nor do I know of any that are planned 
for this year. Write your State office 
of your need, and tell them what you de- 
sire. It may help some. A--surer way, 
however, as you are interested yourself, 
is to. call er the Home Depart- 
ments of the district where your church 
is located and plan for your own confer- 
ence and institute. Seek out some suc- 
cessful superintendent as a leader for the 
conference and plan your discussion so 
as to cover every phase of the work. 


How do you keep up the membership? We 


lose some every Quarter and our department . 


is growing smaller all the time. Nothing 
that we do seems to help very much. 


HE membership of the Home De- 
partment can be kept up only in the 
same way that the membership in any 
organization is sustained, by being ever- 


lastingly at-it. Try to make the- Visitors _.. 


feel that you expect them te get.a new 
member for every one they lose. Present 
them with names of prospective members 
and make the report of new members 
most important at every council mecting. 
Secure from the Swunday-school a_ list 
of the new members monthly, and look 
up the parents and adult members in 
those homes. When new members are 
received in the church, if they are not in 
the Sunday-school, try to secure them. 
Besides this, a yearly canvass and an 
occasional contest for new members will 
help. 





I have a member in my district that I sel- 
dom see. This Quarter I called three times. 
The last time I called right after dinner. 
The husband let me in and asked me to sit 
down, In a moment he returned and said his 
wife had retired early with a bad headache. 
He evidently did not know that before the 
light was turned off in the other room I saw 
her sitting there reading. I felt so insulted, 
and I do not think such people deserve to be 
considered or that I who am a busy mother 
should take the time to visit them, do you? 


O, THEY certainly do not deserve 

to be considered, and it is hard not 
to feel insulted by such discourtesy and 
duplicity. But is it not true that if they 
loved the Lord and his holy Word, they 
would receive you with joy and look for- 
ward to your coming? Their very action 





shows the poverty of the spiritual life 
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Lesson for May & 
John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-22 


in that home, and this constitutes their 
claim upon us as workers for the Master. 
Pray earnestly for them, trust God ‘to 
keep his prayer promises and his prom- 
ise that his Word shall not return unto 
him void. Go until they actually forbid 
you to come, and then in the final reck- 
oning they will not be able to say, “No 
man cared for my soul.” I have known 
of cases where just such conditions ex- 
isted, and the whole family finally were 
brought to Christ and into the church by 
the work of the Visitor. 

I began my work this Quarter as Visitor 
over a district which has had the same Visi- 
ter for nearly twenty years. I felt quite 
anxious and very much at loss, as I had to 
imtroduce myself in every home and explain 
why I was calling. It seems to me there 
ought to be some way to make it easier for 
a new Visitor and avoid such hardship, for 
to me it really was that. What do you do 
in such a case? 


DO not have such a case. Whenever 

I make a change of Visitors, a letter 
something like the following is sent to 
every member of the district, a week be- 
fore the quarterly visit is due: 

My dear Mrs. Blank, 

Owing to the removal from the city (or 
death or illness, as the case may be) of 
Mrs. P. Green, it has become necessary to 
appoint a new Visitor for the district of 
which you are a member. Mrs. B. White has 


accepted the appointment and will call on], 


you some time next week. I am writing 
this to introduce Mrs. White to you. You 
will find her a fine Christian woman, and I 
know you will enjoy her visits.. I am ask- 
ing for her the same kindly and friendly re- 
ception that your former Visitor always en- 
joyed at your home. 

It would encourage Mrs. White at the be- 
ginning of her work if every one of her 
members would have her report ready for 
her when she calls. 

Affectionately, - 
Your Superintendent. 


This eliminates any cause for anxiety 
on the part of the new, Visitor, the mem- 
pers are made to feel that the change of 
a Visitor is of importance, and that their 

in the change is also of importance. 
yoke often had a new Visitor say, “You 
certainly smoothed the way for me by 
whatever you wrote to my members, They 
were just lovely to. me.” 


) 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I am giving a party for my Cradle Roll 
babies and their mothers. Will you suggest 
some inexpensive souvenir for mothers? 

IN A Kansas City chureh, the superin- 
] tendent of the Cradle Roll Department 
recently entertained the mothers, and the 
simple souvenir which she provided might 
answer your purpose. A five inch, length 
of pink or blue satin ribbon, on which 
was pasted the tiny picture of a baby, cut 
from the advertising section of a maga- 
zine, was pinned to each mother. Mothers 
of the girl babies were tagged with blue, 
while the others wore pink. This was a 
pretty way to designate the two groups 
of mothers, and made a nice souvenir, as 
the ribbon could be used as a bookmark. 





The Beginners Department of our Bible 
school has children from two to six years 
of age. They are divided into classes ac- 
cording to age, each with a separate teacher. 
There is a superintendent for the e=tire de- 
partment. We have been criticized for hav- 
ing the children divided into classes instead 
of having one large class with one teacher. 
I would like your opinion on the subject. 


‘you are right in dividing the children 
into classes, if yow can secure good 
teachers. Of course they come together 
for circle work, but the actual lesson 
study is better done in small groups. 
Where I would criticize this department 
is in having children of two and of six 
years together. Why not take all under 
four and form a Cradle Roll Class? 
They may have to meet with the Begin- 
ners for the circle work, but then they 
may retire to a screened corner for their 
lesson. Instead of using the regular les- 
son that the Beginners are having, try 
“Cradle Roll Lessons,’ by Louise 
Oglevee (may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.50), 
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or some one of the other two or three 
good courses of lessons for children of 
this age. Then you have each group cared 
for along the best lines. 





Is it practical to separate the younger chil- 
dren and hold a continuous service for them 
lasting through the morning worship hour 
and Sunday-school? 


HE First Christian Church of Okla- 

homa City has proved that it is.. Their 
Juniors meet separately for a two and 
a quarter hour period. Discipline is strict, 
and no child may leave before the close 
of the session without a written excuse 
from parent or guardian addressed to de- 
partmental superintendent. There is a 
period of study, of Junior church wor- 
ship, of expressional or recitational work. 
The plan has worked here. Parents ap- 
preciate the strict lines upon which the 
school is run. It may be that if we re- 
quired more of our pupils we would 
raise our work in the estimation of those 
who are watching us. As a rule, we are 
altogether too lax in matters of discipline. 





I would like to give the mothers of my 
Cradle Roll babies some little gift on Mother’s 
Day that is unusual in character. I can spend 
some time in making such a gift, if you 
can offer a suggestion as to what would be 
appropriate. 

OU might like to do as one other 

superintendent did. She secured an 
outline of each baby’s hand: You know 
how this is done, spread the little hand 
on a sheet of paper, and with a pencil 
trace. around it. Then booklets of sev- 
eral pages were made, the pages all be- 
ing cut around the original tracings. The 
cover, cut the same shape, was of heavier 
paper, and in fancy letters we read, 
“Mother’s Book of the Hand.” 

On the first page was a wee snapshot 
of baby himself, then a beautiful mother 
poem copied on the following pages. On 
the back page was “My hand, this —— 
day of ——, John Smith.” This made a 
most unusual souvenir, and one that 
pleased the mothers more than the most 
costly gift would have done. 


How may we hold the twelve-year-old boys 
in our Junior Department? There is no 
question about interesting the younger ones, 
but the twelve-year-olds seem restless, 


IVE these boys somethifig to do. Let 

them be responsible for distributing 
and collecting the hymn books. Let them 
have charge, perhaps, of the Sunday- 
school papers. When you want the room 
decorations changed for any special sea- 
son, let your older boys help with the 
work, If you want a small job of car- 
pentering done, twelve-year-old boys can 
often do it. In one school, such a group 
under the direction of their teacher, made 
an excellent sand table for use of the de- 
partment. The same group at another 
time helped make the room attractive by 
meeting one Saturday morning and wash- 
ing the windows. Give the boys some- 
thing to do and you will have accom- 
plished much toward holding their inter- 
est. 


Our picture roll is difficult to handle be- 
cause of the large size sheets of thin paper. 
The edges become torn, and before the end 
of the Quarter the roll has an untidy appear- 
auce. What can—we do to keep it looking 
fresh and neat? 


NE superintendent takes the pages 
apart as soon as the roll is received, 
and mounts each picture on a heavy card- 
board. The mounting board costs ten 
cents a sheet, but as both sides may be 
used, the expense for the entire year is 
not great. The pictures could be fast- 
in place with gummed seals, and 
thus easily removed so that the mounts 
might be used several times. As each 
lesson is studied, the picture is hung on 
the wall. A moulding has been placed 
around the room low enough so that, when 
the pictures are hung in place, they are 
within reach of the children. 

There are several things to recommend 
this plan, The appearance of the room 
changes every week, The first Sunday 
of the Quarter there are no pictures 
hanging. As the new picture takes its 


M. | place in front of the room each week, the 


S$ are moved over one space and 
there is always a new picture to greet 





the class. And as the whole story of 
the Quarter’s lessons is before them, it is 
an easy matter for teacher and scholar to 
link one lesson with another, 





With the New Books| 


The English of the Pulpit. By Lewis 
H. Chrisman, A.M., Litt.D. (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1, net.) The 
preacher or Bible teacher who wants to 
improve his English will find a host of 
guidebooks to consult these days. But 
very few of them attempt to deal specific- 
ally with the language of the pulpit. 
Professor Chrisman’s book does, and for 
that reason it deserves the minister’s 
careful reading. The author goes to 
Modernist preachers for most of the quo- 
tations he uses by way of illustration. 
But the general principles that these quo- 
tations are intended to. exemplify are 
sound, on the whole, and can be applied 
as readily to evangelical as to modernistic 
preaching. 


’ How I Tell the Bible Stories to My 
Sunday School, Vol. 1. By M. Reu, 
D.D. (Wartburg Publ. House, Chicago, 
$1.75.) This volume of Bible talks 
should be of special help to teachers, not 
only in showing how to tell a story in- 
terestingly, but in indicating, also, how 
to make personal applications that will 
grip the soul. There is a series of forty- 
four lessons, covering the life of Jesus 
in the New Testament, and the stories 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph in 
the Old. The life of the Saviour is in- 
troduced (would that more books con- 
tained this feature) by a few lessons from 
the Old Testament, covering the crea- 
tion of the world, Paradise, the entrance 
of sin, and so to the coming of the Sav- 
iour. Thus the child receives an insight 
as'to the deep significance of the coming 
of our Lord, and the need for and the 
provision of the only way-of salvation 
is made very plain, 


* 
“An Outline of Christianity : 
The Story of Our Civilization” 


(Dodd, Mead and Co., New York, 
Distributors, 5 vols., $25.) 


AN AMBITIOUS effort has been put 
-& forth in the preparation of this “Out- 
line of Christianity.” 

In Volume I, “The Birth of Christian- 
ity,” are included “The life stories of 
Jesus and Paul and the effect of those 
lives in shaping the course of Christian- 
ity’s first hundred years.” 

In Volume II, “The Builders of the 
Church,” is “The story of the Church 
and its leaders, the empires and the peo- 
ples of Europe, for fifteen centuries, 
through the days of Constantine and 
Charlemagne up to the eve of the Refor- 
mation,” 

Volume III contains “The Rise of the 
Modern Churches,” and here “The evolu- 
tion of the various Christian communions 
from the time of Luther to the present, 
and their contribution to the religious 
spirit of the period in Europe and Amer- 
ica” are pictured, 

Volume IV presents “Christianity and 
Modern Thought,” and the editors have 
set forth “The impact of Christianity on 
the development of modern science, phil- 
osophy, government, education, industrial 
and economic movements, and the arts.” 


Volume V, “Christianity Today and 
Tomorrow,” gives “An estimate of our 
present achievement, and a challenge to 
our further advance, in all the relations 
of life,—the family, the community, the 
nations, the races, the churches, and the 
whole field of civilization at large.” 

*Suth a survey could be of great value, 
and, if prepared by careful historians 
with an understanding of the meaning of 
apostolic Christianity, it would meet a 
real need. 

For the preparation of the work six 
Directing Editors were chosen, each an 
outstanding man, and were made respon- 
sible for the editing of the different vol- 
umes. The Editors of Volume I are Er- 
nest Findlay Scott, D.D., of Union The- 
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ological Seminary, New. York, anid Bur- 
ton Scott Easton, Ph.D., of General The- 
ological Seminary, New York. F. J. 
Foakes Jackson, D.D., of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York, is Editor of 
Volume II.  Shailer Matthews, D.D., 
Dean of the Divinity School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, has edited the third 
volume; and Francis J. McConnell, Ph.D., 
Bishop of Pittsburgh, Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, has been made responsible 
for Volume IV. The fifth volume is 
under the direction of John H. Finley, 
LL.D., former Commissioner of Educa- 
tion of the State of New York. In ad- 
dition to these, there is a large Executive 
Editorial Board, on which appear the 
names of such men as Dr. Nehemiah 
Boynton, Tertius van. Dyke, President 
Angell of Yale, Father Clifford of Co- 
lumbia, John R. Mott, and Robert E. 
Speer. 

At least three of the Directing Edi- 
tors are outstanding Modernists, and, 
judging from the contents of Volume IV, 
the Editor of that volume is committed 
to the same position, This means that 
the history of Christianity is interpreted 
according to the presuppositions of that 
school, and its doctrines are explained in 
the light of the conclusions of the cur- 
rent criticism. A few quotations will set 
forth the principles that governed the edi- 
tors, 

Evolution.—“It is today the unanimous 
belief of students of organic nature that 
new species of plants and animals as well 
as new individuals have originated by a 
process of evolution.. It is very widely 
believed that the primal origin of life 
on the planet was by some sort of a 
process of evolution” (Vol, IV., p. 63). 

“Acceptance of the doctrine of evolu- 
tion for animals, from protozoa to an- 
thropoid (i. e,, manlike) apes, carries with 
with it a very strong presumption in 
ag of the evolution of man” (ib., p. 

5). 

Inspiration of the Bible-—*“Of course 
the doctrine of evolution does contradict 
a belief in an inerrant Bible. Unhappily 
that belief was widely held among Eng- 
lish-speaking Christians, particularly in 
America in the middle of the lasi cen- 
tury. ... The results of modern ‘critical 
study in regard to the books of the Bible, 
and particularly those of the Old Testa- 
ment, which are now taught in the leading 
theological schools of this country, were 
then looked upon with suspicion as a part 
of that vague but portentious phenomenon 
called ‘German rationalism’” (ib., p. 91). 


Documentary Theory of the Pentateuch, 
—“The so-called Priestly narrative, 
which appears in Genesis 1:1 to 2: 3, is 
not consistent with the so-called Jahvistic 
marrative in. Genesis 2: 4-25, if those nar- 
ratives are regarded as literal history. 
... The first chapter of Genesis is a sub- 
lime psalm in which God is celebrated as 
the Creator of all things, the ‘days’ be- 
ing poetic imagery. The second chapter 
is an allegory in which God is set forth 
as the providential establisher of human 
society and civilization” (ib., p. 93). 


Conversion.—The phenomenon of con- 
version is altogether removed from the 
realm of supernatural manifestation, and 
is explained by the categories of the “new 
psychology.” Thus it is defined, “Con- 
version, psychologically considered, is a 
more or less profound experience of 
strain-and-release in which emotional fac- 
tors are likely to be predominant, but in 
which a new direction may be given like- 
wise to conduct and to thought. ... Both 
the religious interpretation and the re- 
lease that evangelism brings are induced 
in one or another form chiefly by means 
of social suggestion” (ib., p. 98). 

Old Testament History.—“According 
to the traditional view the Old Testa- 
ment is historically trustworthy through- 
out, containing indeed an infallible record 
of events since the creation of the world. 
This view presupposes either that infor- 
mation with reference to the earliest times 
was miraculously communicated to Moses, 
or that he was in possession of a valid 
oral or written tradition handed down 
from the antediluvian patriarchs. . .. 
But when the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch was rejected and its literary 
sources were assigned to dates much 
later than the time of Moses, it evidently 
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‘Thought-provoking sentences 
from DR. A. Z. CONRAD'S NEW BOOK 


The Seven Finalities of Faith 


A BOOK stressing in a constructive way the abiding realities of the Christian faith which 
make the only true basis for a life of happi end eomlen.. hate tad banal, These 
realities are expressed in seven great rmationss: G God Created, God 
Spake, God Came, God Redeemed, Is Here, God Ie Coming Again. 
‘It is something for one to be willing to die for his convictions, but it is 
much more important to have convictions worth dying for.’’ 


‘* Tested by all the criteria of truth. the seven finalities of faith stand as 
unalterably and indestructibly true. They represent the irreducible minimum 
and at the same time the horizoned maximum of spiritual reality.” 


‘‘The professional broad-minded individual is usually living a very con- 
tracted life. A horizonless life is only a mirage. A detined boundary means 
at least that you are living in a real and not a phantom universe.” 


‘¢ 6 Self-expression,’ about which so much is said, is often self-explosion. 
What is desired is Christ-expression in personal life. That will mean obedi- 
ence and progressive life. p-to-date-ness becomes an obsession with many 
people. Up-to-truth-ness is far more important.’’ 


‘¢The demand for finality is persistent and insistent. Man is restless 
and peaceless until the supreme concerns of existence are settled in his own 
mind. ‘Let me fly to the Rock that is higher than I’ is the earnest cry of souls 
seeking sure and secure foundations.” 


Dr. Conrad has cleared away the debris of human opinion and theological non-essentials and 
has uncovered the bed-rock foundations of Christian belief as clearly given in God's Word. 
These few excerpts from the preface of “The Seven Finalities of Faith” are representative 
of the careful thinking that is apparent throughout the whole book. 


This book will be welcomed and treasured by all Christians. It is captivating and convincing 
reading, and offers rich material for sermons, prayer-meeting talks, Bible class study and discussion. 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 
MAY BE ORDERED FROM BOOKSELLERS OR FROM 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


For Systematic Bible Study 
Inexpensive, all-the-year-round 
Bible Reading and Study Helps 


Practical booklets that will greatly enrich your 
individual, family, or Sunday-school studies 











Once a Year Through the Bible ina Year by Questions 


By J. H. Smeeton. Many would like to have By O. S. Schultz, Ten questions a week,| America, the unselfish service as super- 
regular family worship, but don’t know how exactly covering the Bible ig a year. May be 
to begin. Here is an inexpensive guide that used independently or as a companion booklet |of a Government hospital in China, the 
will be a great help to an intelligent reading to: “Once a Year.” Has been successfully 
‘of the whole Bible in the family circle or in- used as supplemental work in Sunday-school. 


dividually, 25 cents each, or $2.50 a 


A section is given for every day, with cen- ; 
tral thought or key-word, and the Bible is Your Study Bible 


exactly covered in a year. Included is a sup- By J. W. Weddell. A series of studies, giv- be ragree gage es te ae | yt gr — 
plement of shorter selections appropriate for ing wonderful unfoldings of the message of| ly told by the author who knew. her 
each book of the Bible, with marked texts,| most intimately. This book will kindle 


children’s reading. $2 a dozen, $15 a hun 


| er 20 cents each. and marginal notes. Fully indexed. $1.25. 


Two Enlightening Booklets by James H. Todd 
Secretary, Australian Council of the China Inland Mission 
Vital Teachings of God’s Word Principles of Interpretation 


~The man or woman who cannot take even As giving in clear and brief terms the laws 


2 : and rul f is, i ithi ; 5 hia r 
an evening course at a Bible school, or make 8A rules 0! Rergy nor -4N BD cag ows — piety and profound spiritual insight, with 


table handbook for personal investigation of| imtellectual attainment and a scholarly 


use of a correspondence course, may very 
profitably use this little book as a guide in 
grasping the cardinal doctrines of God’s 
revelation to men, in daily half-hours. 


the meaning and application of Scripture. 


Eternal Life, “Things That Differ,” Sanctifi- visions, The Use of Words, History, Poetry 


cation, Reconciliation, Love, Prayer, Worship, 
Thanksgiving, The Future. 


Kingdom; Eschatology: The Second Advent 


Simple in plan and in detail, but highly The Resurrections, Bhe Judgments. 


condensed, it is wonderfully useful for ref- 
erence by preachers, as well as students, 


study. 8 pages, only 20 cents, or $2 a dozen. §3 a dozen. 
Please add 10 percent for postage 





METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY ¥-#. Griffich Thomas, D.D. | retin 


Chapters on Authority and Inspiration, The in the author of this. book, and = wide 
Laws of Structure, Context, Recurrence, First variety of sermons it contains have an 
Chapters on Sin, Redemption, Justification ‘Mention, Pregress, Unity, Interpretation and | insistent message for today. Professor 
Regeneration, Repentance, Adoption, Faith, “PPlication; The Dispensations, Ethnic Di-| Erdman says of them: “The author is 


Prophecy; Contrasts and Comparisons: Grace | views, but receptive to new truth and any 
and Law, Salvation and Rewards, Faith and 
Profession, Standing and State, Church and 


A discerning study of principles, facts, and a 
distinctions to guide the sincere seeker after | M@Y feel that he ought to take more de 


Adapted for class use, as well as individual truth. In attractive binding, 38 cents, or|Cided ground against evolution, and it 
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became more difficult to believe not only 
in the strict historicity of Genesis but in 
that of the Pentateuch as a whole. ... 
“That the first eleven chapters of Gene- 
sis are not historical is now generally 
conceded. Not only is it impossible to 
harmonize them with the results of mod- 
ern science, and not only is it inherently 
improbable that a trustworthy tradition 
could have been transmitted from that 
early age to later times, but the parallels 
found in Babylonia to the story of Cre- 
ation and that of the Flood, as well as 
to the antediluvian patriarchs, make it 
virtually certain that we have here to do 
with legends.and myths current among 
the early Semites in general. If there 
is an historical reminiscence in these 
chapters, it is of the most tenuous char- 
acter” (ib., p. 358f). 

Holding such views of the Bible and 
its history, it is not to be expected that 
the treatment of the person of Christ or 
of his bodily resurrection would be at 
all adequate. After questioning and deny- 
ing any real accuracy to the narratives of 
the resurrection in the four Gospels, the 
author considers two alternative but in- 
adequate theories which have been sug- 
gested to account for the belief of the 
early Church that certain men saw Christ 
alive. There is a careful avoidance of 
any statement of the resurrection of 
Christ’s body. The entire argument is 
that Christ’s life continued even after 
the cross. Of this, of course, there has 
never been any question, but it is not 
enough. Did Christ come forth from the 
tomb in the body in which he was cru- 
cified? This question is studiously 
evaded. 

Thus, in spite of the many valuable 
features of these books, and their illumi- 
nation of the influence of Christianity on 
the world’s civilization, they are sub- 
versive of the faith. It is to be regretted 
that the vast and vital subject of Chris- 
tianity’s influence in the world should be 
handled by men who have broken entirely 
with apostolic Christianity. 


Dr. Li Yuin Tsao—Called and 
Chosen and Faithful. By Mary H. Mc- 
Lean, M.D. (4339 Delmar Boulevard, St. 
Louis, $1.) This biography of a most 
unusual Chinese Christian character will 
command great interest. Born to godly 
parents, Li Yuin Tsao was led early in 
life to yield her all to the Lord for serv- 
ice. Like her father, she chose the medi- 
cal profession. The telling influence of 
her Christian life during student days in 


intendent of a mission hospital, and later 


constant ministry to the soul as well as 
to the body, and the numerous tributes of 
the highest order from persons of high 
rank in her profession, called forth by the 


anew the fire of devotion and give many 
a reader a new understanding of spiritual 
service and true devotion. 


God’s World and Word. By Neal An- 
derson, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25.) Nothing is more de- 
lightful than a combination of genuine 


mind. These qualities are very marked 


,| definitely conservative in his theological 


established facts in the realm of scien- 
tific discovery.” This is a true charac- 
terization, and it is this that makes the 
messages so timely and refreshing. Some 


might almost appear as though he con- 
fused organic evolution with the law of 
physical development, but it is clear that 
he is committed to the truth of the special 





The tested plans of a veteran Bible teacher. Contains a wealth of valuable sug- 
gestions for mastering and using this greatest handbook of Christian service, the 
Word of God. New edition, $1, postage, 10 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 
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The Victorious Life 














Household Needs at Keswick 


R_a number of years the Keswick 
Ladies’ Auxiliary have been prayer- 
fully and actively ministering to the 
household needs of the work in both the 
Raws Memorial Building and in Victory 
Hall at America’s Keswick. Through 
their own contributions and through the 
help that has come from many Sunday 
School Times readers and other friends 
interested in America’s Keswick, a wide 
variety of useful gifts have been sup- 
plied by the Ladies’ Auxiliary, and the 
workers at Keswick have indeed been 
grateful for the many necessities and 
conveniences that have meant so much te 
the efficient handling of the hundreds of 
guests that come to Keswick every year. 
There are still urgent household needs 
and the Ladies’ Auxiliary is praying that 
they may all be met before the summer 
conferences. Will you join with them in 
prayer that all these articles or the funds 
to purchase them may be received in 
ample time to prepare for the first con- 
ference, which opens June 25: 

100 beds for Victory Hall 
A new electric vacuum cleaner 
One dozen sheets tor double beds 
Blankets 
Spreads 
Bureau scarfs 
Bath mats 
Towels - 

Tablecloths 

Pads for mattresses 
‘Tumblers 
Cups and saucers 
Towel racks for bedrooms 
Table oilcloth. 


Money gifts may be sent to the Treas- 
urer of the Ladies’ er we Mrs. 
Charles A. Blatchley, Haddonfield, N: J. 
Gifts of material or articles should be 
sent to Mrs, Addison C. Raws, Keswick 
Grove, N. J. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 
June: 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 
July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference, 
July 23-31.— “ « “a. 

Aug. 6-14.— “ “ “ 
Aug. .28-28.— xg 2 = 


— and.room for each of the above con- 
ferenee—periods, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 
additional. 

All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 8- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 

Will you pass on the above information to 
those who may be interested in: attending or 
praying for these conferences? Prayer is es- 
pecially asked that there shall be clearly pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, and that 
there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of 
every ohe apart from Christ to live a life 
pleasing to God. 


A Syrian Boys’ League 


WHEN the Week of Prayer special 
meetings were held at the Lebanon 
Boys’ School, Suk-el-Gharb, Syria, un- 
der the leadership of the Rev. George H. 
Scherer, the general theme was “Getting 
Clean and Keeping Clean.” The topics 
considered were: “A Clean School,” 
“Clean Words,” “Clean Hands,” “Clean 
Hearts,” “Help Make Syria Clean.” 
About two weeks after these meetings 
were concluded, the boys were invited 
to take the following pledge: “I promise 
that whatever be my profession, I will 
dedicate myself to the service of Syria.” 
Under the leadership of a fine Moslem 
boy, an organization was effected called, 
“Servants of Syria.” These boys plan 
to attack intemperance, gambling, and 
social immorality. Most of these boys 
are in the Sunday-school connected with 
the Boys’ School at Suk-el-Gharb, though 





tive list sent on request. 





such membership is entirely voluntary. 
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Lesson for May 8: - 
John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 


Wade C. Smith’s 
Speaking Engagements 


ANY readers and friends of The 
Sunday School Times have been 

glad of the opportunity to hear and meet 
the Rev. Wade C. Smith, the talented 
originator of the “Little Jetts” in the les- 
son pages of The ‘Sundays School Times, 
and the writer of the “Say, Fellows —” 
department, each week. Mr. Smith is de- 
voting his entire time to work for The 
Sunday School Times, and to the. train- 
ing of personal workers in, evangelical 
churches throughout the country, as the 
Field Representative of the Presbyterian 
(South) General Assembly’s Training 
School of Richmond, Va. In his speak- 
ing ministry Mr? Smith uses to- a con- 
siderable degree the. Little: Jetts such as 
appear in The Sunday School Times. He 
may be’ addressed either at his home, 303 
Hendrix Street, Greensboro, N, C., or in 
care of any of ‘the churches or organiza- 
tions mentioned in the following list, 
where he will be speaking during the 
period indicated. 

Staunton, Va., April .22-27.—First Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

Rome, Ga., May 1-1!.—First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Watervalley, Miss., May 15-22.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Camden, Ark., May 23-31.—First Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

Hazard, Ky., June’ 2-9.—First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Montreat, N. C., ye 24 to July" 3.—Y. P. 
Conference. 

Montreat, N. .C., July  14-21.—Woman’s 
School of Missions. ~ 

Massanetta, Va., July 28 to August 3.— 
Woman’s School of Missions, 

Fort Smith, Ark., October 9-21.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Meridian, Miss., October 23-30.—First Pres- 
byterian . Church. 
.. Anderson, S. C., November 2-9. _—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Sherman, Tex., November 13-20.—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 

San Benito, Tex., December 2-14.—First 
Presbyterian Church, 


Tye Sanday School Times 


Advertising Rates 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
‘For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Assocgation, 800-80 
Witherspoon: Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times. is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countriés, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, -per year. 

In recognition of ‘the club organizer’s 
aid. one: subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
-scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
* receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the. single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure-to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in a club, 

please give name and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The Sundsy School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 15. How to Become a Leader. 2 Tim. 
a:1-7. 

May 22. Bible Guide-Posts. Psa. 119 : 9-16. 
May 29. How Have Missions Helped China? 
Luke 4 : 16-31. 

June 5. Our Christian Duty to Maintain 
Health. 1 Tim. 4:8; Rom. 12:1. (Con- 
secration mceting.) 


Sunday, May 8 


Elements in Ideal Home Life 
(Eph. 6 : 1-9) 





Mon.—Mutual love (Gen. 45 : 24). 

Tues.—Children’s obedience (Col. 3 : 20). 

Wed.—Mutual service (Phil. 2: 3-5). 

Thurs.—Reverence for parents (Luke 2: 
51, 52). 

Fri.—The family altar (2 Tim. 3 : 15-17). 

Sat.—Mutual forbearance (Eph. 4: 1-3). 











How would you describe the ideal home? 
How may children make or unmake a home? 


What are the causes of many home trage- 
dies? 


¢¢— WISH you would take this package 
to the village for me, Jim,” said a 
twelve-year-old boy’s father as he was 
coming home from the hayfields one hot 
day, tired, dusty, and hungry. His first 
impulse was to repiy that he couldn’t, but 
something stopped him, and instead he 
said cheerfully, “Of course, father, I’ll 
take it.” 
“Thank you, Jim,” said his father. “I 
was going myself, but I don’t feel very 
strong today.” 
The father walked a short distance 
down the road with his son, and, as he 
turned back, he put his hand on his arm 
and said, “Thank you, my dear’ boy. 
io always been a good son to me, 
im. 
As the boy hurried back from town and 
came near the house, he saw a crowd of 
farmhands about the door. One of them 
met him with the words, “Your father 
fell dead just as he reached the house, 
The last words he spoke were to you.” 
Many times that son has thanked God 
for his father’s last words to him. ' 
# 
It may he!p us to see more clearly our 
own responsibility in the home life if we 
will ask ourselves the question, “What 
would be my feeling if the conversation 
I just had with my father or mother, or 
with my-sister or brother should be the 
last one on this earth?”: Would you be 
proud of it, or would you wish: that you 
might have the opportunity to ask for- 
giveness for some of the -words spoken 
in that conversation, or for some act you 
knew had hurt one of your loved ones? 


The Lord Jesus laid down two simple 
rules that are the foundation stones of 
ideal home life. The first was “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 


(Mark 12:30). The second rule is 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self” (Mark 12:31), or as he phrased it 
in the Sermon on the Mount, “Therefore 
all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them” 
(Matt. 7: 12). 

The law of love is the ideal home 
builder, the love that seeks for the good 
and comfort of others before its own. 
Read the whole thirteenth chapter of 
First, Corinthians, asking God to show 
you just how far short you come of his 
ideal, ie 


But such a self-examination by the 
light of the Word would only lead us to 
despair if it were not that the Lord Jesus 
Christ not only sets the ideal, but shows 
us how we may attain it. He helps us 


live that kind of life that makes for an 
ideal home, and then asks us, in our help- 
lessness and hopelessness, to let him 





thy mind, and with all thy strength” J j 


see how utterly impossible it is for us to} wish a message from her field. She may 


cleanse our, hearts. and lives and to let’ 
him come in, in his fullness, and enable us 
by his love and his strength to reach the 
standard he has set (2 Cor. 12:9; Phil. 
4:13). e 


He offers to the children in the home 
such a love and reverence for their par- 
ents that shall make obedience not merely 
a duty but a joy. 

To the fathers and mothers, he offers, 
first, a pure and holy love for each other 
that shall enable them by example to in- 
spire and uplift their children, and, sec- 
ond, a love for their children that shall 
enable them to rear them with such in- 
struction and correction as shall build for 
lives of happiness and service in the Lord. 
To servants and masters, he offers that 
mutual regard and consideration for each 
other that levels any galling superiority 
or willful insubordination into a common 
seeking for each other’s good. 

But let us be careful to begin at the 
right end. The world:is full of schemes 
to bring about just-such re!ationships by 
every other means than. that prescribed 
by God. The Word makes it plain, how- 
ever, that such relationships in the home 
come only by the outworking of the 
Christ life within. 


Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, 
follows the. portion assigned for our 
Scripture lesson .with a description. of 
the only way a Christian canbe strong 
and powerful, that is by putting on the 
whole armor of God, which is Christ. 

We may be tempted to think, “Well, I 
am the only Christian in my.:home, and 
how can my home be an ideal Christian 
home when the other members -of the’ 
family do not know Christ or do not 
act as though‘they knew him?” Satan 
will use such thoughts to break down our 
own Christian testimony. If there are 
unsaved members in our household -let us 
claim God’s promise} “Believe on the Lord’ 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house” (Acts 16:31). It; may 


before this or that loved -one yields to 
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~ HOLY LAND 
EGYPT 


24th Cruise—6s5 
lays, Jan.25,'28, 
;—in- 
cluding hotels, 
drives guides, 
fees. Visiting : 
Madeira, Portugal, Spain, Gibraltar, Algiers, 
Tunis, Athens, Constantinople, Holy Land, Egypt, 
ltaly, Riviera, Cherb bourg, Glasgow. 
Clar Management. 32 successful Cruises. 
New chartered Cunard ojl-burners. Stop overs— 
Europe. 8th World Cruise, Jan. 16,’28, 125 days 
eer: * ; 19 days Japan-( hina; 17 days — 
Egypt oly Land, etc. 3rd Summ r Cruise 
to Norway and Western Mediterranean,J uly 2,27, 
52 days— up. 10 unusual countries. Booking 
now. Tilustrated, interesting 80-page full program 
and ship plan of any Cruise, free. 


KELLER TRAVEL AGENCY, Desk R. L, 70 E. 45th St., NewYork 






















the Lord Jesus Christ. But that does not 
excuse us from our responsibility: We 
may be assured that the Christian stand- 
ard of our home will never be higher 
than our own individual Christian life, 
and we cannot possibly estimate the value 
of our personal testimony. 

It is said that Robert Ingersoll pre- 
sented his aunt with One of his books, on 
the flyleaf: of which he had penned, “If 
all Christians had lived like Aunt‘ Sarah, 
perhaps this oo ‘would neyer have been 
written.” ” 


Is my home an ideal Christian home? 
Am I doing all in my power. to make it so? 
Am I letting Christ do, in me, all in his 
power to make it so? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
vw 


Madame Contesse-Vernier 
in this Country. 


T WILL be of interest,.to many to 

know that Madame Contesse-Vernier 
is in this country for a short time and 
is open for speaking engagements. 

Madame Contesse-Vernier and her hus- 
band, Monsieur’. Henri Contesse, have 
been for many years carrying on a most 
blessed and greatly. needed. evangelistic 
work in Digne, a particularly’ needy cor- 
ner of France. Here they not only have 
regular Gospel preaching services but 
conduct also a Summer Bible Conference 
and publish their monthly journal, 
Bonne Revue, now in its twenty-second 
year. This is said to be the only family 
periodical of its importance, published 
in French, that carries a sound spiritual 
message and real Bible study not’ tainted 
with Modernism. 

Several years ago Monsieur and Ma- 
dame Contesse were in this country and 
made many friends. For. a few weeks, 
up to May 20, Madame Contesse is here 
and will be glad to hear from those who 


be addressed in care ef the Rev. Donald 
G. Barnhouse, 1237 South Twenty-third 
Street, Philadelphia. 





EASTERN UNIVERSITY 


in the City of Philadelphia, Pa. 
A Baptist College of high grade, under 
strictly Christian influences. 
Also Preparatory School. Scholarly Faculty. 
chool of the Bible and Christianity. 
Many oo for self-help 
Sessions O September 14, 1927 
Write for new bu San. 


1505 Race St. CHARLES T. BALL, President 


25 Faith Strengthening BOOKS 


Dr. Leander S. Keyser, assisted by other prominent 
Christian scholars, has assembled a list of 25 best 
constructive evangelical books. Let me send this to 
you so that you may see if your library is complete— 
also my monthly book letter FREE. 


WALTER SCOTT, 217 Lantwyn Lane, Narberth, Pa. 





























' Best Materials’ Bs, . acuminain or 
FINEST EO SILVER PLATE 

E— oD KC 
WorkmMAnsmip == Bal ‘dual 


mean years of prayer and quiet testimony | 





Catalog; 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE | 
Room 353, 1701-1705 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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BRONZE rasiets 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9). 556 W. 27th St.. New York City, 








QUALITY CHICKS 


Chicks from winter laying, farm raised, mature stock, 
S. C,W. Leghorns, R. 1. Reds, Barred Rocks, White 
Orpingtons, Anconas, “Black ersey Giants, White 
Wyandottes, White Plymouth ocks, Black Minor- 
cas, Pekin and Indian Runner Ducks; ‘$5 per 100 up. 
Live Delivery guaranteed. Parcel Post prepaid. 
Hatching eggs $8,0® per 100 up. Several breeds rab- 
bits. Circular free. Shipments will be made from 
one of our nearest associated hatcheries. 


GLEN ROCK NURSERY AND STOCK FARM, RIDGEWOOD, N. J. 






















Have Good Hair | 
And Clean Scalp 
Cuticura 


Soap and Ointment 
= Work Wonders 


The World’s Unrest 
Visions of the Dawn 


By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 


A significant study and analysis of world 
conditions pointing to the imminent return of 
Christ. 








$2, postage 15c. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 .Walnut Street, ‘ , Philadelphia 
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It is time to be planning 


your program for this season’s 

Vacation 
Bible 
School 


F YOU are look- 
ing’ for peony ae 
material that has 

been thorougly test- 
ed and approved by 
leaders everywhere 
in the work, be sure 
ate the Standard Vacation Bible 











to investi 

School Courees before buying. Our course 

covers three grades and three years in each 
de — Kindergarten, Primary and Junior. It 
iffers from all others in the important feature 

that 


All book materials necessary for the 
wes of each teacher are to be found 
in the ONE book provided for that 
teacher. This does not mean that the 
manual is the work of one m. Ine 
stead, it is the product several of 
the best epee. -” their particular 


Send for our free twenty-page booklet giving 
full description of our courses, together with a 
typical day’s program. 


The Standard Publishing Company 
16-S, Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Sts. 

















~ National’Music Co., 218 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago. 


HILDREN'S DAY 
=U EE 


Sample of services of So Recitations, etc. 
_ to any Pastor, Supe,’ or Committ ee. “oes 
* Children’s Day Helper No. 13, 25 cents. 
Complete—about 100 selections including songs for 
Primary. 
* Children’s Day Specials No. 3, 25 cents 


Contains RUTH jenmagae: Pageant, Panto- 
mime and Musical Pageant Exer 
* No returnable samples sent. 


SPECIAL CHILDREN’S DAY voacer gi 
Send 30 cents in stam Contains x Special No. 3, 
x Story Cantata, z test Solo (value $1.05). 


HALL-MACK CO. ee j 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. Philadelphia, Pa. | 7 





MOTHER’S DAY SONGS 


25 for 25c. 


TILLMAN SONG BOOK CO., ATLANTA, GA. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


A Whole Year for 31.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, zines. Experience 
eupebenlie.t Deni FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


English Ministerial Course 
leading to graduation. Study at h For both 
gees Best books. ‘Apnownoombnte™ Write’ Poet 

os Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Schooi Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Another Praying Pastor 


N LAST week’s Introduction we told 

of one praying pastor. The follow- 
ing is an extract from the létter of an- 
other. “The Week of Prayer in January. 
was so remarkably blessed of God that 
we continued a second week, and are still 
going on in prayer... . The meetings 
were attended as never before, and God's 
presence was with us in unusual power.” 
Then he tells of the formation of two 
new Saturday night prayer bands, making 
a total of some five or six such bands, 
besides other circles, of prayer in his 
church. Is it any wonder that the Fisher- 
men’s Club of this church conducted in 
one year, without compensation, over 
3,000 meetings, distributed over 300,000 
tracts, dealt personally with over 24,- 
000 souls, and led 2,079 to a definite ac- 
ceptance of. Christ? And much of it has 
grown out of this pastor’s agonizing, and 
yet joyous, prayer life. Thank God for 
the pastor of the First Congregational 
Church of Cicero, Ill, who himself, as 
well as his church, is, under God, a prod- 
uct of prayer. Oh, for such churches in 
every community in America! Could not 
yours be one? 


May 2 to 8 
Mon.—John 20 : 1-16. 
Peter at the Lord’s Tomb. 


John (“the other disciple”) was. the 
nimbler, Peter was the bolder; John 
cautious, Peter courageous (on this 
occasion), or; shall we say, charac- 
teristically impulsive? John, “to the sep- 
ulchre,” yet at the first “went not in.” 
Peter to, and “into.” It is not enough 
merely to come “to” the fact of Christ’s 
death jand resurrection. We must enter 
“into.” 


Prayer Succestions : Don’t forget that 


seat Sunday is “Mother's Day.” Do you 
your in ak gee 
Does she eae that you do? Has. she 


constant evidences of your love and 
thoughtfulness? And you of hers? Is 
your home a “mother’s home”? Are you 
a “mother’s boy’? a “mother’s. girl” ? 
Tues.—John 21 : 1-14. 

Jesus and the Seven by the Sea. 


Peter’s all-night, self-directed service 
yielded nothing; his momentary Christ- 
directed service yielded amazingly, and 
nothing was lost (v. 11). One moment’s 
intercession or = in the Spirit is 
worth more to an entire days or 


nights of FB ng or. endeavor “in the 
energy of the flesh.” 
Prayer Suacestions: In how many 


| homes in your neighborhood is family 


worship practiced regularly? Do you re- 
member frequently in prayer those homes 
where God ts forgotten? Do you do any- 
thing more than pray? Are your netgh- 
bors on your prayer list? re they on 
YOUR HEART? 
Wed.—John 21 : 15-23. 
Peter Tried and Commissioned. 


There are those who say that one can- 
mot be commissioned until he has first 
heen filled with the Spirit; but Peter was. 
God works in his own sovereign way 
Nevertheless it was not until after he was 
filled that Peter’s ministry to show 
large and fruitful results. yours? 

Prayer Succsstions: Pray for_the 
South Africa General Mission (23 Flat- 
bush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.). Espe- 
cially remember its work in Angola, 
where at present there seems to be a de- 
termined. effort to stamp out everything 
of a Protestant character. 

Thurs.—1 Corinthians 15 : 1-10, 
Peter a Witness of the Resurrection. 

Peter not only aw the empty tomb 
(John 20:6), but also his risen Lord (1 
Cor. 15:5). Paul received by faith, on 
human testimony (vs. 3-5), what Peter 





proce macution Tite Sduduy “auerat ogvortiomente, please 


had seen by sight; yet Paul had seen 





even more than Peter, not the empty tomb, 
not the Lord on earth, but the ascended 
Lord, the Lord of glory (v. 8). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Columbia Bible School (Colonia Hotel, 
Columbia, S. C.), that means may soon 
be provided for the purchase of perma- 
nent quarters. About forty-five thousand 
dollars is imperatively needed by July 1. 
(This request is entirely unsolicited.) 
Pray for all Bible training. schools. 
Fri—Luke 24 : 36-49. 

Jesus Appears to the Eleven. 

“The eleven”! What pathos in these 
two words! Yes, Peter was there, but 
one was missing, and it afterward fell to 
Peter’s lot to make official announcement 
of the sad defection and vacanc vacancy ( (Acts 
1: 16-20). Is your family circle “twelve,” 
or is it only “eleven”? See Acts 16: 31. 

Prayer Succestions: These lines are 
being written in February. The Watch 
Night and Ten Days Prayer Season re- 
ports are still coming in. A Kansas corre- 
spondent says that his church's come 
3S followed by another; “And so, 
writes, “we feel doubly repaid for the i 
fort.” Is it too early to begin praying for 
next year’s meetings? 

Sat.—Acts 1; 1-14. 


Jesus Commissions the Disciples. 


Commissioned (v. 8), but how little 





(Lesson for May 8) APRIL 23, 1927 


was the commission comprehended; for 
the disciples were still looking for and 
expecting a temporal kingdom 
took ten days of prayer, plus Pentecost, 
to carry them from man’s to ’s view= 
point. The Church is still commissioned; 
has it God's viewpoint? 
PRAYER SuccEstions: A 
mother” in Ohio writes: 
our boys and girls in college! 
the number committing suicide, 


y 
hink of 


known 
000,000 young people growing up with no 
religious instruction whatsoever. 

Sun.—-1 Peter 1: 3-12. Our Hope. 


“Our ” in this case is the incor 











v. 6). It § 


ing 
“Oh, for 





AC LPO. 


and their & 
lives might have been saved if they had | 
hrist.”. Pray for America’s 18,- & 


ruptible inheritance (v. 4) we h we sal :.. 


receive “at Jesus. 


the appearing 


Christ”; not at the rapture of ba a4 ; 


but later at the revelation 


whose revelation shall take place also the 


revelation (or “manifestation,” Rom, 8; 
19) “of the sons of God.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pr vas fer 
home in our Sunday School 
ily; for every parent, and boy and girl; 
for the homes in which there R sorrow, 
or bereavement, or temporal distress, or 
spiritual indifference. Can you heastily 
praise God for your own home? Are 
helping to make it what it pen be 
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Tg ape 
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Society. 


this booklet 


has saved thousands 
from financial worry/ 


It’s only a small booklet, quickly and easily read, 
but it has proved itself the most interesting booklet 
ever written for thousands who have been saved 
from financial worry by acting on its advice and in- 
vesting in the Annuity Bonds of the American Bible 


For over 50 years these bonds have provided a safe, 
established income for anauitants. For over 50 years 
the American Bible Society has issued—bonds without 
loss to a single investor. 


They are free from trouble and yield a fixed rate 
of annuity, as high as 9% according to age of annui- 
tant. You receive your half-yearly check promptly. 
| There are no complicated details to consider, no 
; coupons to clip, no bank book to lose. 

i, Get the full story of this wonderful investment in 
| Christian enterprise NOW! ep aate 
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|i: AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
i! Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
Gentlemen: 


Please send me without obligati 
your booklet No. 16-H, entitled “Bibles and 
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